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PREFACE

R. G. Austin’s commentary on Pro Caelio introduced several successive generations
of anglophone students to the speech and is fondly remembered by many, even
those who simultaneously recognize its flaws.1 Austin deployed his formidable
learning on what modern students tend to regard as Cicero’s most attractive
speech, and he did so in a highly engaging manner. On the other hand, the flaws
in his book are also considerable, and time has tended to magnify rather than
reduce their scope. Despite his knowledge of Latin grammar, it is possible to
contest some of his interpretive and textual decisions. Further, he tended to be
gulled by Cicero’s rhetorical wiles and too often fell back on his own (often quite
deft) renderings at the expense of explaining how the Latin actually works (a need
perhaps less urgent in those days). In addition, some decisions taken by author
and publisher made the book less than ideally “user-friendly.” It was decided that
the Latin text should be a reprint of Clark’s OCT, so Austin occasionally found
himself in the awkward position of arguing against his own text. In addition,
Austin buried a great deal of essential matter in a long series of appendixes
that it is difficult to persuade students to read. Finally, over the course of three
editions Austin revised some of his views and arrived at new interpretations;
these, however, are relegated to a series of “Additional Notes” at the back; in such
cases the reader typically first encounters an interpretation that further searching
shows to have been repudiated and replaced by a different (and usually better)
one. For all these reasons I was not surprised when the series editors asked me
to undertake a new commented edition of Pro Caelio in accord with the norms of
the Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics.

It is a pleasure to register debts to several benefactors. I thank the series
editors and the Syndics of the Press for commissioning the project, The Loeb
Classical Library Foundation for generously funding related research expenses,
Brent Vine for bibliographic advice, Stephen Oakley and Philip Hardie for
reading and improving my drafts and Michael Sharp and his staff for bringing
the book to print with their usual care and efficiency; I am solely responsible for
any remaining errors. My greatest debt is recorded in the dedication.

1 Cf. Henderson 2006, who also offers much interesting information about Austin.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

88 (?) Birth of M. Caelius Rufus as son of a Roman eques with
business interests in Africa

80 Ptolemy XII Auletes succeeds to the Egyptian throne on
the death of Ptolemy XI Alexander II

72 (?) Caelius entrusted to Cicero’s care (tirocinium fori)
67–66 Catiline governor of Africa
63 Consulate of Cicero and C. Antonius; Caelius supports

Catiline’s second candidature for consul; Catiline’s
conspiracy

early 62 Catiline and his army annihilated at the battle of Pistoria
62 (?) Caelius serves on the staff of Q. Pompeius Rufus,

governor of Africa
59 Caelius successfully prosecutes C. Antonius for extortion

as governor of Macedonia in spite of Cicero’s defense;
Rome recognizes Ptolemy as legitimate monarch of
Egypt in exchange for massive bribes

58–57 Cicero goes into exile under pressure from P. Clodius as
tribune of the plebs but is allowed to return after
seventeen months

57 Ptolemy flees to Rome in the face of riots in Alexandria
and seeks Roman assistance in regaining his throne

late 57 Assassination of Dio, ambassador sent by the
Alexandrians to plead against restoration of Ptolemy

February 56 Cicero successfully defends L. Calpurnius Bestia against
prosecution de ambitu by Caelius

February–March 56 Caelius files a second suit against Bestia
March 56 Sextus Cloelius, a henchman of P. Clodius, acquitted of

charges
3–4 April 56 Caelius prosecuted de ui by Bestia’s son Atratinus and

defended by himself, Crassus and Cicero
52 Caelius tribune of the plebs; champions the cause of

Milo, the murderer of P. Clodius; Milo, convicted in spite
of Cicero’s defense, goes into exile

50 Caelius curule aedile
49 Civil war breaks out between Caesar and Pompey;

Caelius follows the former, Cicero the latter
48 Caelius praetor peregrinus; promotes radical legislation,

is stripped of office; attempts to join Milo’s revolt in
Campania; is killed at Thurii by Spanish and Celtic
cavalry loyal to Caesar
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