
A HISTORY OF PYTHAGOREANISM

This is a comprehensive, authoritative and innovative account of
Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism, one of the most enigmatic and influ-
ential philosophies in the West. In twenty-one chapters covering a
timespan from the sixth century bc to the seventeenth century ad,
leading scholars construct a number of different images of Pythago-
ras and his community, assessing current scholarship and offering
new answers to central problems. Chapters are devoted to the early
Pythagoreans, and the full breadth of Pythagorean thought is explored
including politics, religion, music theory, science, mathematics and
magic. Separate chapters consider Pythagoreanism in Plato, Aristo-
tle, the Peripatetics and the later Academic tradition, while others
describe Pythagoreanism in the historical tradition, in Rome and in
the pseudo-Pythagorean writings. The three great lives of Pythagoras
by Diogenes Laertius, Porphyry and Iamblichus are also discussed in
detail, as is the significance of Pythagoras for the Middle Ages and
Renaissance.
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André Laks

18 Porphyry’s Life of Pythagoras 381
Constantinos Macris

19 Iamblichus’ On the Pythagorean Life in context 399
Dominic J. O’Meara

20 Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism in late antiquity and the
Middle Ages 416
Andrew Hicks

21 Pythagoras in the Early Renaissance 435
Michael J. B. Allen

Bibliography 454
General index 494
Index locorum 507
Greek index 520

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01439-8 - A History of Pythagoreanism 
Edited by Carl A. Huffman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107014398
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors

michael j. b. allen
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of English and Italian Renaissance
Studies, UCLA

andrew barker
Emeritus Professor of Classics, University of Birmingham, UK
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