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DISSENTING VOICES IN AMERICAN SOCIETY

Dissenting Voices in American Society: The Role of Judges, Lawyers, and Cit-
izens explores the status of dissent in our institutions and culture. It brings
together under the lens of critical examination dissenting voices that are usu-
ally treated separately: the protester, the academic critic, the intellectual, and
the dissenting judge. It examines the forms of dissent that institutions make
possible and those that are discouraged or domesticated.

This book also describes the kinds of stories that dissenting voices try to tell
and the narrative tropes on which those stories depend. In what voices and
tones do dissenting voices speak? What worlds does dissent try to imagine,
and what in the end is the value of dissent? Where does dissent speak with-
out actually speaking? Where do dissenting voices most often go unheard or
unrecognized? Do we find dissent wherever we find discontent? Wherever we
find expression?

This book is the product of an integrated series of symposia at the Univer-
sity of Alabama School of Law. These symposia bring leading scholars into
colloquy with faculty at the law school on subjects at the cutting edge of
interdisciplinary inquiry in law.

Austin Sarat is William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Jurisprudence and
Political Science at Amherst College and Justice Hugo L. Black Senior Scholar
at the University of Alabama School of Law. He is author or editor of more
than seventy books, including The Road to Abolition? The Future of Capital
Punishment in the United States; The Killing State: Capital Punishment in
Law, Politics, and Culture; When the State Kills: Capital Punishment and the
American Condition; The Cultural Lives of Capital Punishment: Comparative
Perspectives, Law, Violence; Possibility of Justice, Pain, Death, and the Law;
Mercy on Trial: What It Means to Stop an Execution; When Law Fails: Making
Sense of Miscarriages of Justice; and the two-volume Capital Punishment. Sarat
is editor of the journals Law, Culture and the Humanities and Studies in Law,
Politics and Society. He is currently writing a book titled Hollywood’s Law:
Film, Fatherhood, and the Legal Imagination. His book When Government
Breaks the Law: Prosecuting the Bush Administration was recognized as one of
the best books of 2010 by the Huffington Post. In May 2008, Providence College
awarded Sarat with an honorary degree in recognition of his pioneering work
in the development of legal study in the liberal arts and his distinguished
scholarship on capital punishment in the United States.
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