
The Woman Suffrage Movement in America

This book departs from familiar accounts of high-profile woman suf-
frage activists whose main concern was a federal constitutional amend-
ment. It tells the story of woman suffrage as one involving the diverse
politics of women across the country as well as the incentives of the men
with the primary political authority to grant new voting rights – those
in state legislatures. Through a mix of qualitative and quantitative evi-
dence, the book explains the success and failures of efforts for woman
suffrage provisions in the American states and in the U.S. Congress as
the result of successful and failed coalitional politics between the suf-
frage movement and important constituencies of existing male voters,
including farmers’ organizations, labor unions, and the Populist and
Progressive parties.
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Rather than focusing on the activities and perspectives of women’s
rights activists, McConnaughy asks what strategic considerations might
be involved in convincing legislators to expand the suffrage when such
an expansion affects the probability of their own reelection. This book
is an important contribution to the areas of gender and politics, race
and politics, and social movements, and to our understanding of how
policy is created.

– Lee Ann Banaszak, Pennsylvania State University

McConnaughy is to be commended for addressing an important ques-
tion, for rightly focusing attention on the state-level campaigns where
so much of the suffrage fight was won and lost, and for articulating
a nuanced and original theory to explain variation in suffrage suc-
cess. McConnaughy’s explanation resolves puzzles left unanswered by
previous research and is simultaneously theoretically sophisticated and
based in a deep understanding of ‘real’ politics on the ground.

– Christina Wolbrecht, University of Notre Dame
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