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What happens to our understanding of “Orientalism” and imperialism
when we consider British—Chinese relations during the nineteenth
century, rather than focusing on India, Africa, or the Caribbean? This
book explores China’s centrality to British imperial aspirations and
literary production, underscoring the heterogeneous, interconnected
nature of Britain’s formal and informal empire. To British eyes, China
promised unlimited economic possibilities, but also posed an ominous
threat to global hegemony. Surveying Anglophone literary production
about China across high and low cultures, as well as across time, space,
and genres, this book demonstrates how important location was to
the production, circulation, and reception of received ideas about
China and the Chinese. In this account, treaty ports matter more
than opium. Ross G. Forman challenges our preconceptions about
British imperialism, reconceptualizes Anglophone literary production
in global and local contexts, and excavates the little-known Victorian
history so germane to contemporary debates about China’s “rise.”
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars
and critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian
literature and the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life,
technical innovations, scientific thought — in short, culture in its broadest
sense. In recent years, theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts
have unsettled the assumptions of previous scholarly synthesis and called
into question the terms of older debates. Whereas the tendency in much
past literary critical interpretation was to use the metaphor of culture as
“background,” feminist, Foucauldian, and other analyses have employed
more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of circulation. Such
developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to accommodate
and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the frontiers of
the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects fruit-
fully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the
history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are
welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found ar the end of the book.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

CHINA AND THE VICTORIAN
IMAGINATION

Empires Entwined

ROSS G. FORMAN

CAMBRIDGE

.
%P UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107013155

© Ross G. Forman 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Forman, Ross G.

China and the Victorian imagination : empires entwined / Ross G. Forman.
pages cm. — (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture)
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-107-01315-5
1. English literature — 19th century — History and criticism. 2. English literature — Chinese
influences. 3. Great Britain — Civilization — Chinese influences. 4. China — In
literature. 1. Title.

PRI29.CG6F67 2013
820.9'3251-dc23
2012050600

ISBN 978-1-107-01315-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

For Richard Forman, with sky hooks

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter
More information
Contents

List of illustrations page viii
Acknowledgments ix
Abbreviations X

Introduction: Topsy-turvy Britain and China I
1 The manners and customs of the modern Chinese: Narrating

China through the treaty ports 30
2 Projecting from Possession Point: James Dalziel’s Chronicles of

Hong Kong 64
3 Peking plots: Narrating the Boxer Rebellion of 1900 98
4  Britain “knit and nationalised”: Asian invasion novels in

Britain, 1898-1914 130
s Staging the Celestial 161
6 A Cockney Chinatown: The literature of Limehouse, London 193

Conclusion: No rest for the West 224
Notes 237
Bibliography 267
Index 289

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

Hlustrations

1 Map of the treaty ports page 20

2 Map showing the development of Hong Kong, before and after
the leasing of the New Territories. Arnold Wright, ed.,
Twentieth-century Impressions of Hongkong, Shanghai, and Other
Treaty Ports of China: Their History, People, Commerce, Industries
and Resources. London: Lloyd’s Greater Britain Publishing

Company, 1908. 191. © The British Library Board, J/10056.v7 65
3 Frederick Sadleir Brereton, 7he Dragon of Pekin. London: Blackie

and Son, 1902 124
4 Cover, M. P. Shiel, The Yellow Danger, 1898. © The British

Library Board, o12463.c.26 139

s Cover, Harry Hunter, “The Nigger Chinee, or His Pigtail
Wouldn’t Grow.” London: J. A. Turner, 1877. © The British
Library Board, H.1257.a.(3) 177

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

I would like to thank Dinshaw M. Burjorjee, in memoriam, and Thomas
K. Richards for starting me on this intellectual journey so long ago. Seth
Koven has given me extraordinary guidance and support for over twenty
years.

This book began as a PhD dissertation at Stanford University, with
support from the Whiting Foundation and Stanford’s Center for
European Studies. I would like to thank the members of my dissertation
committee: Regenia Gagnier, Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht, Joss Marsh, and
Mary Louise Pratt. I later benefitted from a semester’s research leave from
the National University of Singapore.

Colleagues and friends who offered advice, feedback, and support
include Robert Aguirre, Brenda Assael, Aaron Balick, Elizabeth Chang,
Joseph Childers, Nir Cohen, Suzanne Daly, Gillian Gane, Pamela Gilbert,
Robbie Goh, Arvind Gopinath, Philip Holden, Neil Hultgren, Kali Israel,
Stephanie Jones, Julia Kuehn, Chuen-yen Lau, Kittiya Lee, Pericles Lewis,
Ian MacDonald, Diana Maltz, Wen-chin Ouyang, David Porter, Ranka
Primorac, Tania Roy, Chitra Sankaran, Cannon Schmitt, Marci Shore,
James Stone, Christopher Waters, John Whalen-Bridge, and Sarah
Willburn.

Special thanks to Jesus Fernandez Garrido and Judith Calica, and to Gail
Forman for, among other things, reading Victorian novels to me as a child
and proofreading several chapters of this book.

An earlier version of Chapter 3 appeared in Victorian Literature and
Culture 27.1 (1999): 19—48, while a previous version of Chapter 2 appeared
in Criticism 46.4 (2004): 533—574. My thanks to Wayne State University
Press for permission to reprint this material.

ix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01315-5 - China and the Victorian Imagination: Empires Entwined
Ross G. Forman

Frontmatter

More information

Abbreviations

HO Home Office Papers, National Archives, Kew
LCP Lord Chamberlain’s Plays Collection, British Library

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107013155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107013155: 


