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Christina Morina’s book examines the history of World War II on the
Eastern Front and its impact on German politics and society through-
out the postwar period. She argues that the memory of the Eastern
Front was one of the most crucial and contested themes in each part
of the divided Germany. Although the Holocaust over time gained
the most prominent position in West German memory, official mem-
ory in East Germany centered on the war against the Soviet Union.
Morina analyzes the ways in which these memories emerged in post-
war German political culture during and after the Cold War and how
views of these events played a role in contemporary political debates.
Her analysis pays close attention to the biographies of the protagonists,
both during and after the war, demonstrating that political memory
was formed and informed as much by ideology and politics as by indi-
vidual experience.

Christina Morina is a lecturer at the University of Jena, Germany. She
received her doctorate in 2007 from the University of Maryland and
has published several scholarly articles on issues of war, memory, and
political culture in twentieth-century German history. She is currently
writing a second book, which examines the relation between experi-
ence, ideology, and politics in the lives and works of leading Marxists
(1870-1914). Morina is also the coeditor of a forthcoming comprehen-
sive volume on the divided history of the German historical sciences
since 1945. In 2009, she cofounded an International Young Scholars’
Network on “The History of Societies and Socialisms.”
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To my husband and sons,

without whom everything would be nothing
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