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JONATHAN HAVERCROEFT

A picture of sovereignty holds the study of politics captive. Captives of
Sovereignty looks at the historical origins of this picture of politics, critiques
its philosophical assumptions, and offers a way to move contemporary
critiques of sovereignty beyond their current impasse.

The first part of the book is diagnostic. Why, despite their best efforts to
critique sovereignty, do political scientists who are dissatisfied with the
concept continue to reproduce the logic of sovereignty in their thinking?
Havercroft draws on the writings of Hobbes and Spinoza to argue that
theories of sovereignty are produced and reproduced in response to skepti-
cism. The second part of the book draws on contemporary critiques of
skeptical arguments by Wittgenstein and Cavell to argue that their alter-
native way of responding to skepticism avoids the need to invoke a sover-
eign as the final arbiter of all political disputes.

JONATHAN HAVERCROFT is an assistant professor in the Political Science
Department at the University of Oklahoma. He received his Ph.D. from the
University of Minnesota. He held the Canadian Security and Defence
Forum Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Centre of International Relations at
the University of British Columbia in 2006-7 and he was awarded a Social
Sciences and Humanities Council (Canada) Doctoral Fellowship for his
dissertation research. Jonathan describes himself as an International
Political Theorist and he draws upon contemporary and historical works
of political philosophy to critique current problems in global politics. He
has published articles and book chapters on Spinoza and the multitude, the
struggle for recognition of indigenous rights under international law, space
weaponization, and Wittgenstein and the meaning of liberty. His work has
appeared in the journals Constellations and Review of International
Studies.
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