
   An African Slaving Port and the Atlantic World 

  This book traces the history and development of the port of Benguela, 
the third largest port of slave embarkation on the coast of Africa, from 
the early seventeenth century to the mid-nineteenth century. Benguela, 
located on the central coast of present-day Angola, was founded by the 
Portuguese in the early seventeenth century. In discussing the impact of 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade on African societies, Mariana P. Candido 
explores the formation of new elites, the collapse of old states, and 
the emergence of new states. Placing Benguela in an Atlantic perspec-
tive, this study shows how events in the Caribbean and Brazil affected 
social and political changes on the African coast. This book emphasizes 
the importance of the South Atlantic as a space for the circulation of 
 people, ideas, and crops. 

 Mariana P. Candido is Assistant Professor at Princeton University. She 
is the author of  Fronteras de Esclavizaci ó n: Esclavitud, Comercio e 
Identidad en Benguela, 1780–1850  (2011) and co-edited  Crossing 
Memories: Slavery and African Diaspora  (2011) with Ana Lucia Araujo 
and Paul E. Lovejoy. Her articles have appeared in the  Journal for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies ,  Slavery & Abolition ,  African Economic 
History ,  Portuguese Studies Review ,  Cahiers des Anneaux de la 
M é moire , and  Br é sil(s). Sciencies Humaines et Sociales .    
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 This book began to take shape during the months of July and August 
2009 while I was at the Arquivo Hist ó rico Ultramarino and the Torre do 
Tombo in Lisbon. This was when I fi nally realized that I had enough mate-
rial to write a history of Benguela from its foundation in the seventeenth 
century. Although I have been working on the history of Benguela since 
2000, I had not dared to extend my research before 1780, when most 
scholars agree that the port played a crucial role in the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade. Some of the ideas presented in my doctoral dissertation are 
still here, such as the mechanisms of enslavement and the fact that some 
people were captured not far from the coast. However, this is a different 
study, the result of extensive research done in  2007  and 2009 and subse-
quent refl ection on the importance of the port of Benguela and its interior 
to the Atlantic world. 
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suggested new directions. Zack Kagan-Guthrie helped to locate many of 
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