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led to astounding social changes. Contemporary China provides a fasci-
nating portrayal of society and social change in the contemporary People’s
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This book introduces readers to key sociological and anthropological
perspectives, themes and debates about Chinese society. It explores topics
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and collective action for social change. It considers China’s imperial past,
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forces shaping it in the present.

Contemporary China emphasises diversity and multiplicity, and encour-
ages readers to consider new perspectives and rethink western stereotypes
about China and its people. The authors draw on fieldwork to present
contemporary, real-life case studies that illustrate the key features of social
relations and change in China. Definitions of key terms, discussion ques-
tions and lists of further reading help students consolidate learning.

Written by experts in the field, and including full-colour maps and
photographs, this book offers remarkable insight into Chinese society
and social change. It is an excellent resource for university students of
Chinese society.
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12.1 Two women in Ningxia 243
13.1 Protest in Wukan, Guangdong province 262

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Maps

0.1 China’s provinces and provincial capitals page xiii
0.2 Population density and ethnic composition by province 8
0.3 Topography, mountains and rivers 10
0.4 The languages of China 12

viii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Figures

1.1 Population of different age groups page 39
4.1 Changes in the size and sectoral distribution of China’s

workforce, 1954–2009 88
8.1 University enrollments, 1980–2010 170

10.1 Distribution of population into socioeconomic strata and
occupational strata 208

11.1 Urban and rural annual incomes per capita (unadjusted),
1978–2010 224

12.1 Gender composition and average income by sector,
occupation and industry, urban China, 1999 252

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Tables

4.1 Changes in the distribution of the urban workforce among
ownership categories page 96

7.1 Approximate population and major provincial locations of
the 18 largest minority ethnic groups 147

11.1 The composition of China’s regions 218
11.2 Estimates of China’s national Gini coefficient 220
11.3 Regional variations in the urban to rural income ratio and

contributions of the urban to rural ratio to overall
inequality 226

11.4 Intra-village income disparities and Gini coefficients,
1988 and 2006 228

x

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

It takes a community to raise a child, and likewise to produce a book.
We are fortunate in the College of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian
National University (ANU) in having a wonderful community and a sup-
portive environment for research and writing. We would particularly like
to thank the following ANU colleagues for their contribution to this vol-
ume: Tom Cliff for advice on images; Kay Dancey and Jennifer Sheehan
for the maps; Darrell Dorrington for help hunting down statistics; and
Mary Walta for copy editing. And we’d like to thank our students for
sharing their perspectives and serving as “guinea pigs” for early versions
of many chapters.

We are extremely grateful to the following colleagues, friends and
family members for taking the time to read and comment on the
manuscript: Jonathan Unger, Luigi Tomba, Vanessa Fong, Shanfeng Li,
Thomas Gold, Cao Nanlai, Tom Cliff, Sin Wen Lau, Sarah Gosper, Max
Sargeson, Jamie Coates, Geng Li, Dorothy Solinger, Gerald Groot,
Eleanor Jacka and Jonathan Kipnis. We would also like to thank the
five anonymous reviewers of the manuscript for their suggestions. Thank
you to Cao Nanlai, Tom Cliff, Haibird, and Gao Yanqiu for donating
photographs, and to Max Sargeson and Misha Petkovic for help with the
tables and figures. We greatly appreciate the support of Cambridge Uni-
versity Press for the project, and we would particularly like to thank Kim
Armitage and Philippa Whishaw for their unfailing enthusiasm, patience,
persistence and helpfulness.

We wish to acknowledge funding support from the Australian
Research Council (grant nos DP0984510, DP0985775, DP0663389
and DP120104198) and the Ford Foundation (grant no. 1075–0591)
for fieldwork research on which this book draws.

Permission to reprint has been gratefully received from the following:
The Stephan Landsberger Collection, International Institute of Social
History (Amsterdam) for Images 0.1 and 7.2; Princeton University Press
for Map 0.4 (adapted from Ramsey 1987, Fig. 5 and Fig. 6, pp. 16–17);
and Stanford University Press for Figure 12.1 (copied from Cohen &
Wang 2009, Fig. 3.2, p. 43).

xi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Abbreviations

ACFTU All China Federation of Trade Unions
ADVN Anti-Domestic Violence Network
BL Boy Love (fan fiction)
CCP Chinese Communist Party
CCTV China Central Television
CNNI China Net Network Information Center
CoPSI Collective public security incidents
GDP Gross domestic product
GL Girl Love (fan fiction)
HDI Human Development Index
LGBT Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
MPS Ministry of Public Security
NBS National Bureau of Statistics
NGO Non-governmental organization
NPC National People’s Congress
PLA People’s Liberation Army
PRC People’s Republic of China
RAB Religious Affairs Bureau
SARA State Administration of Religious Affairs
SEPA State Environmental Protection Agency
SEZ Special Economic Zone
TVE Township and village enterprise
UEE university entrance exam
UNDP United Nations Development Program

xii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


M
ap

0.
1

C
hi

na
’s

pr
ov

in
ce

s
an

d
pr

ov
in

ci
al

ca
pi

ta
ls

.
S

ou
rc

e:
A

us
tr

al
ia

n
N

at
io

na
lU

ni
ve

rs
it

y
C

ar
to

gr
ap

hy
20

12
.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01184-7 - Contemporary China: Society and Social Change
Tamara Jacka, Andrew B. Kipnis and Sally Sargeson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107011847
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107011847: 


