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  Th e position of English monarchs as supreme governors of the 
Church of England profoundly aff ected early modern politics and 
religion. Th is innovative book explores how tensions in church–
state relations created by Henry VIII’s Reformation continued to 
infl uence relationships between the crown, parliament, and com-
mon law during the Restoration, a distinct phase in England’s 
‘long Reformation’. Debates about the powers of kings and parlia-
ments, the treatment of Dissenters, and emerging concepts of toler-
ation were viewed through a Reformation prism where legitimacy 
depended on godly status. Th is book discusses how the institutional, 
legal, and ideological framework of supremacy perpetuated the lan-
guage of godly kingship after , and how supremacy was compli-
cated by an ambivalent Tudor legacy. Th is was manipulated by not 
only Anglicans, but also tolerant kings and intolerant parliaments, 
Catholics, Dissenters, and radicals like Th omas Hobbes. Invented 
to uphold the religious and political establishments, supremacy 
paradoxically ended up subverting them. 

      is a lecturer in Modern British History at the 
University of St Andrews. She researches and teaches extensively on 
early modern political, religious, and intellectual history.    
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  Professor of British and Irish History, University of Cambridge, 
and Fellow of Selwyn College    
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  Professor of History, University of California, Berkeley    
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  Professor of Modern History, University of Cambridge, and Fellow of Trinity College    

  Th is is a series of monographs and studies covering many aspects of the 
history of the British Isles between the late fi fteenth century and the early eighteenth 

century. It includes the work of established scholars and pioneering work by a new 
generation of scholars. It includes both reviews and revisions of major topics and books 

which open up new historical terrain or which reveal startling new perspectives on 
familiar subjects. All the volumes set detailed research within broader perspectives, and 

the books are intended for the use of students as well as of their teachers. 

  For a list of titles in the series go to    
www.cambridge.org/earlymodernbritishhistory  
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 Th e Politics of the Royal Supremacy, – 
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