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Ismā�̄ıl see Ishmael
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abuse (of children) 34, 34n63, 97, 188, 190, 191,
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in America 238–239, 240, 243
and children’s rights 238, 250–251
Christian perspectives 245–249, 254–255
and colonization 243, 254
and ethics 237–238
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252–254
Jewish perspectives 24, 246, 266–267
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Muslim perspectives 113–115, 295
and parents’ rights 200, 238
and politics 238, 251–252
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international 242–244, 250–251, 252,

253–254
kinship 240–241
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same-sex 242, 250
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transracial 244–245, 250–251

see also foster care
adoptionism 248
adulthood see bulugh
L’Aventure ambiguë (Kane) 226–227
affection 110

Africa 231–232, see also madrasa
agency 84–85, 89–91, 108, 132, 188, 269, 271
aggadah (narrative) 19, 39, 40, 257
AIDS orphans 99, 115
aliyah (coming up to Torah) ritual 54
Allah 9, 11, 100, 221, 222
America see under adoption; Convention on the

Rights of the Child; foster care; Judaism
anti-Semitism 56

balagha al-h. ulm (puberty) 106
baptism 60, 69, 180
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 30, 42, 42n6
barrenness 264–265, see also infertility
Bible

authority of 69
biblical views of children 59–60, 79, 87
canon 59, 59n1
reading with children 69

birth ceremonies see baptism; circumcision;
simhat bat

bismallāh (induction into reading the Qur’an)
121

bulūgh (adulthood) 106, 125

Cain 39, 41, 265
Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam

305–306
Catechism of the Catholic Church (1992) 191
Catholic social thought 79–98
Charter of the Rights of the Family (1983) 93n50
child abuse see abuse (of children)
child custody 32
child development 5, 275–276
child labor 173–174, 182, 183
child marriage 103, 116–117
child soldiers 115–116
child trafficking 174
childhood

future of 257
vulnerability of 188, 258, 263
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childhood studies 3, 13, 137–139
childism 136–151

and human moral being 145–147
and moral obligations 148
and social aims 147

children
complexity 79, 145
dependence or relations with others 80
dignity and worth 80, 81, 86–87, 188
and economics 175
education of see education
as models for adults 11–12, 66, 93–95
moral and spiritual capacities 12
multiple belongings 163
nature of 12, 38, 40–42, 52, 62–68, 77,

108–109
public concern for 2
purity/innocence 94, 97
questions about 1, 7
religious and spiritual experience 5
self-interpretation 140
simplicity 94
spirituality 12
as strangers 96, 245
trust 94
value of 10
welcome for 254–255
and work 171–186, see also child labor
see also children (Christian perspectives);

children (Jewish perspectives); children
(Muslim perspectives)

children (Christian perspectives) 72–76
agency 84–85, 89–91, 188
as developing beings needing instruction and

guidance 64–65, 68, 87, 91–93
as gifts of God 61, 62, 87–89, 96
goodness 94, 142–143
as image of God 65, 79, 87, 92, 286
models for adults 62, 66, 87, 93–94, 143
nature of 62–68, 77
as sinful 63–64, 87, 89–91, 143–144
as sources of joy 62, 76, 87

children (Jewish perspectives) 257
appropriate demands on 36
as blessing and spiritual gift 23, 44, 45
as heritage and destiny 23
as interpreters of Torah 43–44
nature of 38, 40–42, 52
as obligation 22–23
as partners in service of God and humanity

38
as partners in telling the story 47–49
and question asking 49, see also Seder
role in community life 42–49
sense of wonder and awe 44–47

spiritual awareness 40–41, 45–47
as teachers of parents and adults 23

children (Muslim perspectives)
as blessing 107
Islamic terms for 105–106
naming of 301
nature of 108–109
as trial 107–108

Children in Islam document 109
children with special needs 24
children’s rights 296–298

and autonomy 306–307
Catholic social thought 83–84
common law 289–290
and human dignity 294, 306
in international charters 149–150, 292, see also

Convention on the Rights of the Child;
Declaration of the Rights of the Child

in Islam 100, 109–110, 293–294, 296–305
medieval 287
as a natural good 290
and parental duties 289–290
participation rights 150
protection rights 150
provision rights 150
as a spiritual good 290
Western classical and Christian roots 282–290

Christianity 8–9, 60
Church Fathers 142
circumcision

female 117
male 24, 25–26, 26n25, 43, 121

colonialism 226–227
communion 60, 69, 83, 89, 90

First Communion 89, 90
community

children’s role in 24, 42–49
religious authority in 103
responsibility for children of poor 257

confirmation 76, 83
conscience, examination of 90–91
contestation of values 308
contraception 88
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) (1979) 116

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
(1989) 2, 2n2, 14, 115–117, 149–150, 182,
272–273, 291, 294–295, 305

American opposition to ratification 273–280
and children’s rights 275–276
and freedom rights 277–278
and international children’s rights 276–278
and natural rights 275
and parental discipline rights 279
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and parental education rights 278–279
and pro-family human rights 280–282
and welfare rights 277–278

corporal punishment 30–31, 99, 279, 306
Covenant, biblical 25–26
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966)

280
Creation and Fall myths (Genesis 1–3) 145–146,

147

Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959)
149, 272, 305

Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based
on Religion or Belief (1981) 280

discipline 36, 64, 77, 279
discretion, age of 89
divorce 288–289
duties

of adults 2, 7–8, 11, 44, 61, 68–72, 76–77
of children 7, 11, 171–172

Christian perspectives 72–76, 180–182
Jewish perspectives 33–36
Muslim perspectives 111

of grandparents (Jewish perspectives) 27–28
of parents 289–290

Christian perspectives 65, 68–72
Jewish perspectives 20, 22, 25, 27, 31–33, 36,

37, 40, see also education (Jewish
perspectives): and parental modelling

Muslim perspectives 109–111, 298, 307
to God

Christian perspectives 9, 71, 74, 77
Jewish perspectives 9, 12, 74
Muslim perspectives 9, 108

vs rights 19, 82, 109–110

E-Bridges Project 163, 165
education 12, 184

in family 70, 92
instruction in faith 10
parental rights on 278, 279
see also education (Christian perspectives);

education (Jewish perspectives);
education (Muslim perspectives)

education (Christian perspectives) 10, 75–76, 92
education (Jewish perspectives) 27–29, 37n78

adult 209–210
and adult mentoring 210
and commitment to sacred study 217
community responsibility for 28
and cultural illiteracy 217
and cultural transmission 216, 217, 218
and enforced family observances 211
and ethnic/social capital 204, 206–207

and family environment 206
formal 28, 29, 30, 43, 203, 206

all-day schools 204–205, 213
and Hebrew language 212
supplementary/after-school 204, 213, 215

gender gap reversal in 207–208
for girls 29
goals 202–206, 211–212, 213, 216–217, 218
informal 29, 204, 206, 208–209

friendship groups 207
social networks 203, 215, 218
summer camps 29, 215
visits to Israel 215–216
youth groups 29

moral education 29–31, 37–38
and parental modelling 27, 31, 204, 209,

212–213, 218
privilege of 28
and secular higher education 207, 216, 217
in teen years 209–211, 213, 214–216

education (Muslim perspectives) 99, 115
in Africa 231–232 see also under madrasa
elements

bodily formation 302
character formation 302
discipline 306
faith formation 302
intellectual formation 302
moral formation 302, 307
social formation 303

in Indonesia see Pesantren
institutions 222–223, 225–226, see also

madrasa; Pesantren
majlis (meeting space) 223–224
maktab or kuttāb 222
masjid and majlis 222
mosques and Qur’an schools 222

Rasa’il Ikhwān al-Safā model of ideal
education 223–225

and religious identity 220
and Western education 226–227
and Western secular and missionary schools

303
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 128
elderly, care of 35, 197–198
Elijah 43, 52
Encyclopedia of Contemporary Islamic Law

(ECIL)
and children’s rights 296–305
and culture 307

Esther 54, 246, 264
ethics 4, 6, 13, see also childism
Eucharist see communion
existential loyalty 188, 191, 192–194, 200
Exodus narrative 39, 47, 51–52
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faith, stages of 50, 51
family

Christian perspectives 83–84, 85, 96–97, 185,
200–201

education in 92
and gender stereotyping 97
Jewish perspectives 258
Muslim perspectives 122
priority of marriage-based 84, 91–92, 281–283
pro-family human rights 280–282
spiritual vs. natural family 248–249

father, role of 92, 93
Fāt.ima (Muhammad’s daughter) 104, 124
female genital cutting see circumcision: female
feminism 138, 139
First Confession 89, 90, 91
fit.ra (natural disposition to the faith) 108–109
foster care 256–271, see also adoption

in America 257, 258–261
defined 256
Jewish perspectives 257, 263–269

Free the Children organization 174, 182
futuwwas (young men’s associations) 124, 128

Gaudium et spes 191, 195
gender gap reversal in Jewish education

207–208
Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child

(1924) 149, 272
girl child, Muslim attitudes to birth of 112
girl child birth ceremonies (simhat bat brit

banot) 26–27, 43
God, imitation of 146, 147
Güllen movement 129–130

Hadith 100, 102, 110–111, 123
Haggadah 47–49, 50–51, 52
halakhah (law) 19–38, 39, 40, 257, 265–267
Hanukah 55
Hasidism 40
health, physical and moral 299
hermeneutical circle 139
hevruta (learning partnership) 48
hijab (head scarf ), wearing of 131–132
Holocaust see Shoah
honor

protection of childen’s 33
to children 196–197, 200
to parents 11, 12, 33–35, 36, 73, 187, 188–190,

191, 192, 195, 198, 199
to/for God 189

hospitality 82, 96, 159, 257, 265, 269, 270
human dignity 80, 81–83, 294, 306
human reproduction and attachment

(pair-bonding) 284–285

human rights 109, 149–151, 280–282, see also
Cairo Declaration; Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

human unity and distinctiveness 80

ijma� (consensus) 102, 103, 104
in vitro fertilization (IVF) 88
infanticide 10, 110, 111–112
infertility 22, 24, 239–240
interfaith dialogue 13–14, 152–167

activity-based projects 159–160
approaches to 154–162, 165–167
and artistic media 160, 162, 165
and children 153–154, 162–165, 166
and grassroots level 157, 161, 166
and inter-religious hospitality 159
merging theory and practice 162,

163
and peace building 159
and role of stories 163, 165
and women 157, 160, 161, 164
and World Council of Churches “Guidelines

on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths
and Ideologies” 155

Interfaith Youth Core of Chicago (1999) 14,
159–160, 163, 165, 166

intermarriage 203, 205, 207, 209
International Covenant on Economic, Social

and Cultural Rights (1966) 272, 280–281
“interruption,” concept of 269, 270
Islam 9

interpretation of religious texts 117
“Islam,” meaning of 100–101
Islamic law 226, 294, see also Shari’a

jāmi� (Friday mosque) 222
Jesus

adoption of 247–248
treatment of children 60, 66–67, 74, 248,

254–255, 257
jihad 119–120
Judaism

in America 21, 57, 203, 208
branches of 21
cultural identity 56, 57
physical survival 55–56
religious identity 56, 57, 202
worldwide demography 37

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
significance of focus on 8–9
similarities and differences 9–12

justice 82, 238, 251

Kabbalah 40
kafāla (fostering) 114, see also foster care
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kin altruism 282–283
kindness 111

legal responsibility, age of 30
liberal discourse 292
libraries (Muslim) 223
love 148, 150

of God 9, 75
of others 9, 76
of parents 190

Luqmān (wise sage) 123

Macabees 55
madrasa 219, 220

in Africa 233–235
in Indonesia see Pesantren

marginalization/exclusion 82
marriage 286, 288

and family formation 84, 91–92, 281–283
interfaith 152, 164
Jewish perspectives 36, 203, see also

intermarriage
Muslim perspectives 126–128, 299–300, see

also child marriage
media 301
Midrash Aggada 40
Midrash Halakhah 40
mikveh (immersion in water) 24
Millennium Development Goals 2
minhag (tradition) 257
minority cultures, survival of 202
Mishnah 20, 43
Mishneh Torah 21
monotheism 9
moral economy 293, 308
moral education (Jewish) 29–31, 37–38
moral imaginaries 308
moral tenacity 302
morality 31, 202, 227, 288, 297, 299
Moses 9, 28, 30n38, 39, 50, 104, 105, 106, 189,

246, 264, 265
mother, role of 92–93
Muhammad

children of 104
and narratives of his childhood 104–105
treatment of children 112, 113–114
and youth 124

Multi-Ethnic Placement Act (MEPA) (1994)
244, 261

“Muslim,” meaning of 101

National Jewish Population Survey 2000–2001
(NJPS) 21, 203, 206

Noah 107, 239
Nostra Aetate 155

obedience
of children 108, 111
of children to God 11, 12, 74–75
of children to parents 73–74, 187–188,

190–191, 194, 199
orphans 12, 249

Christian perspectives 11, 70–71
Jewish perspectives 11, 245–246, 264–267,

267n18
Muslim perspectives 11, 99, 112–113, 115

other-interpretation 140
otherness/irreducibility 140–141

parental rights 278, 279, 298
parenthood, surrogate 240
parenting 286
parents, children giving to 194–198, 200
participation 84, 138, 150
Passover 39, 50, see also Seder
Paul 63, 71, 246–247
Pesantren 227–231

goals 228–229
leaders 228, 229
programs 230
types 228, 229

philtrum (fingerprint of divine love) 41
piety 112, 124, 299
The PJ Library program 57
play 172–173
poor

care for 11, 70–71
community responsibility for children of 257
preferential option for 82, 86, 95

prayer 41–42, 56, 69, 121–122, 300–301
procreation 32, see also infertility
Promises movie (2001) 160–161
puberty see balagha al-h. ulm
Purim 54–55

qiyās (analogical reasoning) 102
Qur’an 99, 102, 221

and children 100
induction into reading see bismallāh
terms for children 105–106
and youth 122–123

rabbis, ordination of female 29, 29n34
Ramadan 121
religious authority (Muslim perspectives)

formation 102–104
sources 99–100, 101–102
in text and community 103

Religious Studies 4
respect 33–35, 111
responsa literature 21
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responsibilities see duties
rights

language of 20
vs. duties 19, 82, 109–110
see also children’s rights; human rights;

parental rights
rituals

in Christianity see baptism; communion;
confirmation; Sacrament of Penance

in Islam 121–122, 300–301
in Judaism 50, see also Bar/Bat Mitzvah;

circumcision; Hanukah; Purim; Seder
Roman Catholic Church 79–98

social teaching 81–83, see also Catholic social
thought

Sabbath 25, 28, 39, 43, 69, 147, 188, see also
Shabbat

Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation 90, 91
Scriptural Reasoning movement 158, 165
Seder (Passover meal) 43, 47–49, 50–52, 211
sexuality 24–25
Shabbat 50, 211
Shari�a 117, 126, 295, 297, 306
Shavuot 52–53
Shema 9, 10, 27, 30n38, 41–42
Shoah (Holocaust) 56, 267–268
Shulhan Arukh 21
Siddur Kol HaNoar children’s prayerbook 56
simhat bat / brit banot (girl child birth

ceremonies) 26–27, 43
Simhat Torah 53–54
singing and music 70
social and natural environment, care of

198
social imaginaries 292n3, 292–293
sociality 82
solidarity 85–86
storytelling 49, 50

and Jewish rituals 50–55
strangers see children: as strangers
subsidiarity 85, 85n19, 144
Sunnah 102, 120

Talmud 21, 40, 43
Tanakh 9, 9n14
tarbiyyah (edification) 110
Theological–Pastoral Congress 2000 83, 85, 86,

92
tikkun olam (repairing the world) 38, 202
Torah

approach ritual see aliyah
interpretation by children 43–44, 46
oral 20–21
and re-enactment of Exodus see Seder
and re-enactment of reception at Sinai see

Shavuot
teaching/learning 31–32, 37, 41, 48, 57–58
written 20

trade, teaching of 31–32, 37

UN Conventions see under Convention;
Declaration

United States Catholic Bishops 82–83, 86, 95
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

(UDHR) (1948) 272, 280, 281–282

virtue, original 41–42
vocation

of children 71–72, 172, 179–181, 185–186
of parents 84
of women 180, 181

wisdom 123
women

and discrimination 116
Fāt.ima as model for 124
and interfaith dialogue 157, 160, 161, 164
vocation of 180, 181

world religions 2
worlds, creation of social and moral 141
worship 69

yetzer ha-ra (evil inclination) 29–30, 31, 42
yetzer ha-tov (good inclination) 29–30, 42
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 46–47
youth (Jewish perspectives) see education (Jewish

perspectives): in teen years
youth (Muslim perspectives)

and “ethno-medical” views of human
development 124

giving testimony / bearing witness role
122–123

personal identity 119–120, 130–133
religious identity 119–120, 133–134
righteous child/youth, concept of 122, 130
and significance of generations 128
social and political role 128–130

zakat (charity) 11
Zayd ibn Harithah 113–114
Zaynab bint Jahsh (Muhammad’s cousin) 114
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