Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01097-0 - Israel’s Security and Its Arab Citizens
Hillel Frisch

Frontmatter

More information

Israel’s Security and Its Arab Citizens

Although a rich literature combining international relations and
domestic political developments has recently emerged, most works
specializing in state—minority relations, nationalism, citizenship, and
human rights have not integrated insights from the field of interna-
tional relations and security affairs into their analysis. This absence is
nowhere more visible than in the study of relations between the Israeli
state and its Arab/Palestinian minority. This book aims to bring (back)
international relations and international security perspectives into the
analysis of relations between the Israeli state and its Arab minority.
Drawing on international relations theory, it argues that the relation-
ship between the Israeli state and the predominant community, as
in many other cases characterized by ethno-national cleavage, was
heavily influenced by the state’s broader regional geo-strategic secu-
rity situation. State policies toward Israel’s Arab citizens moderated
in the rare times of relative geo-strategic security and hardened when
Israel’s regional position became more precarious.

Hillel Frisch is an associate professor in the Departments of Political
Studies and Middle East Studies at Bar-Ilan University and Senior
Research Associate at the BESA Center for Strategic Studies. His lat-
est books are The Palestinian Military: Between Militias and Armies
and Islamic Radicalism and International Security: Challenges and
Response, co-edited with Efraim Inbar. He has published extensively
in leading journals in political science and Middle East studies. His
most recent articles include a commentary in International Security
on whether terrorist organizations are rational and articles on Islamic
radicalism and Arab nationalism, the persistence of monarchies,
and the demise of the PLO, which appeared in Critical Review, the
Review of International Studies, and Political Science Quarterly,
respectively.
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Note on Transliteration and Translation from Arabic

The book follows the standard rules of literary Arabic transliteration.
However, it diverges from these rules in the case of personalities and orga-
nizations whose spelling are well-known in another form or if the person or
organization in question specifically provides a transliteration that is different
from the formal transliteration. Thus, the name (Yasir) Arafat is not preceded
by a diacritical mark, Arab Members of Knesset are named as they wished to
appear on the official Knesset Web site, and a newspaper such as al-Sennara
is spelled the way it appears in the newspaper in English rather than as
al-Sinnara as it would appear in formal transliteration. This divergence extends
also to the way organizations officially translate their names into English even
at the expense of accuracy or literary style.
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