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the status of prisoners of war was firmly rooted in the practice 
of ransoming in the Middle ages. By the opening stages of the 
hundred Years War, ransoming had become widespread among the 
knightly community, and the crown had already begun to exer-
cise tighter control over the practice of war. this led to tensions 
between public and private interests over ransoms and prisoners of 
war. historians have long emphasised the significance of the french 
and english crowns’ interference in the issue of prisoners of war, 
but this original and stimulating study questions whether they have 
been too influenced by the state-centred nature of most surviving 
sources. Based on extensive archival research, this book tests cus-
toms, laws and theory against the individual experiences of captors 
and prisoners during the hundred Years War, to evoke their world 
in all its complexity.

rÉmy ambühl is Lecturer in Medieval history at the university 
of southampton.
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xii

note on CurrenCY

there was a distinction between money of account, used as ‘measure of value’ 
and real money, that is, the actual coins, used as ‘medium of exchange’ in the late 
Middle ages. Many a ransom or grant appears in livres tournois (lt) in the sources; 
this money of account was widely used in late medieval france.1 the pound 
sterling (£), which was the english equivalent, was worth 6 lt. the actual coins 
which circulated in late medieval europe were made of gold, silver or billon 
(silver–copper alloy). Gold coins were used not only for costly ‘international’ 
transactions but also for the payment of ransoms, whatever their rate. france was 
the main theatre of war in the hundred Years War, and most ransoms were set 
and paid in french gold coins. the franc d’or (fo) was the principal gold coin in 
france from the 1360s to the 1380s. it was progressively replaced by the écu d’or 
(eo) in the fifteenth century. from 1422 to 1453, the english government issued 
a rival gold coin to the eo in northern france: the salut d’or (so). the reader will 
also come across other currencies in this book. Given the wide fluctuations in the 
value of the different coins (especially in the first half of the fifteenth century), it 
has been deemed appropriate to leave all the amounts in their original currency. 
the following table, based on Peter spufford’s Handbook of Medieval Exchange 
(London, 1986), gives an idea of the comparative value of the different currencies 
in that period.

 1 1 livre = 20 sous or shillings (s) = 240 deniers of pennies (d).
 2 Bnf, Ms. fr. 25772, no. 925 (december 1434).

 Pound sterling (£)

Livre tournois (lt) £1 = 6 lt (ratio: 0.167)
Livre parisis (lp) £5 = 24 lp (ratio: 0.21)
Mark sterling £2 = 3 marks (ratio: 0.66) – fixed rate
écu d’or (eo) £2 = 9 écus d’or (ratio: 0.22)
salut d’or (so) £2 = 9 écus d’or (0.23)2

franc d’or (fo) £1 = 6 francs d’or (ratio: 0.167)
florin (rhine) £1 = 6 florins (ratio: 0.167)
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