
The Politics of Crowds

An Alternative History of Sociology

When sociology emerged as a discipline in the late nineteenth century,
the problem of crowds constituted one of its key concerns. It was
argued that crowds shook the foundations of society and led individuals
into all sorts of irrational behaviour. Yet crowds were not just something
to be fought in the street; they also formed a battleground over how
sociology should be demarcated from related disciplines, most notably
psychology. In The Politics of Crowds, Christian Borch traces sociological
debates on crowds and masses from the birth of sociology until today,
with a particular focus on the developments in France, Germany and
the USA. The book is a refreshing alternative history of sociology and
modern society, observed through society’s other, the crowd. Borch
shows that the problem of crowds is not just of historical interest: even
today the politics of sociology is intertwined with the politics of crowds.
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Tutenges. I am particularly grateful to Bjørn Schiermer Andersen and
Marius Gudmand-Høyer for several stimulating reflections on the pro-
ject. I also owe a special thanks for ongoing discussions on crowds to Urs
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