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This book studies family life and gender broadly within Italy, not just one
region or city, from the fourteenth through the seventeenth centuries.
Paternal control of the household was paramount in Italian life at this
time, with control of property and even marital choices and career paths
laid out for children and carried out from beyond the grave by means of
written testaments. However, the reality was always more complex than
a simple reading of local laws and legal doctrines would seem to permit,
especially when there were no sons to step forward as heirs. Family
disputes provided an opening for legal ambiguities to redirect property
and endow women with property and means of control. This book uses
the decisions of lawyers and judges to examine family dynamics
through the lens of law and legal disputes.

THOMAS KUEHN is Professor of History at Clemson University,
South Carolina.
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Anagni, Giovanni da (d.1457) Canonist who taught at Bologna and
active in politics there, until left a widower and entered the clergy,
becoming eventually archdeacon of Bologna.

Bartolo da Sassoferrato (1313—57) Most famous jurist of the period.
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