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THE LAW AND POLITICS OF
INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY

This book examines the significance of the issue of political legitimacy at
the international level, focusing on international law. It adopts a descrip-
tive, critical, and reconstructive approach. In order to do so, the book
clarifies what political legitimacy is in general and in the context of
international law. The book analyzes how international law contributes
to a sense of legitimacy through notions such as international member-
ship, international rights holding, fundamental principles and hierarchy
of rights holding, rightful conduct, and international authority. In addition,
the book stresses the severe limitations of the legitimacy of international law
and of the current international order that it contributes to regulate and
manage. This leads the book to identify the conditions under which inter-
national order and international law could overcome their problems of
legitimacy and become more legitimate. The book is interdisciplinary in
nature, mobilizing international law, political and legal theory, philosophy,
history, and political science.
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