
UN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODIES

The effective implementation of human rights treaty obligations in

national law is subject to increasing attention. The main responsibility

for the monitoring of national implementation at the global level is

entrusted to the UN human rights treaty bodies. These bodies are

established by the respective human rights conventions and are com-

posed of independent experts. This book examines these bodies from

three perspectives: the legal aspects of their structure, functions and

decisions; their effectiveness in ensuring respect for human rights obliga-

tions; and the legitimacy of these bodies and their decisions. Containing

contributions from a variety of eminent legal experts, including present

and former members of the treaty bodies, the analysis should be read in

light of the ongoing effort to strengthen treaty bodies under the auspices

of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and with the involve-

ment of all relevant stakeholders.
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TABLE OF CONVENTIONS AND STATUTES1

Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in

Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, 2161 UNTS 447,

entered into force 30 October 2001, ratified by 44 states. 84

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, OAU Doc. CAB/LEG/67/3 rev. 5, 21

ILM 58 (1982), entered into force 21 October 1986, ratified by 53 states. 18 n13

American Convention on Human Rights, 1144 UNTS 123, entered into force 18 July

1978, ratified by 25 states (but denounced by Trinidad and Tobago). 89

Arab Charter on Human Rights, reprinted in 12 Int’l Hum. Rts. Rep. 893 (2005),

entered into force 15 March 2008, ratified by 10 states. 18 n13

Charter of the United Nations, 1 UNTS XVI, entered into force 24 October 1945. 1, 35,

54 n174, 298, 322

Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

Punishment, 1465 UNTS 85, entered into force 26 June 1987, ratified by 147

states. 1, 73, 261, 323

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

(European Convention on Human Rights (as amended)), ETS 005, entered into

force 3 September 1953, ratified by 47 states. 14, 89, 111

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1249

UNTS 13, entered into force 3 September 1981, ratified by 186 states. 1, 73, 233

n121, n122, 235, 323

Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of

Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, 2056 UNTS 211, entered into

force 1 March 1999, ratified by 156 states. 18 n12

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, UN Doc. A/61/611, entered into

force 3 May 2008, ratified by 99 states. 22, 57, 69, 73, 83, 360

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1577 UNTS 3, entered into force 2 September

1990, ratified by 193 states. 73, 157, 220, 323

First Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 999

UNTS 302, entered into force 23 March 1976, ratified by 113 states. 94, 107–109

Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, ETS 157, entered

into force 1 February 1998, ratified by 39 states. 18 n13

1 The number of state ratifications is current as of 31 March 2011.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 999 UNTS 171, entered into force

23 March 1976, ratified by 167 states.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 993 UNTS 3,

entered into force 3 January 1976, ratified by 160 states. 1, 73, 202, 220, 250, 251,

254, 255

International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance, UN Doc. A/61/488, entered into force 23 December 2010, ratified

by 23 states. 18, 73, 300, 360

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,

660 UNTS 195, entered into force 4 January 1969, ratified by 174 states. 1, 73,

121, 261, 322, 360

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and

Members of Their Families, 2220 UNTS 3, entered into force 1 July 2003, ratified

by 44 states. 73, 82, 202, 242, 360

Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 2375 UNTS 237, entered into force

22 June 2006, ratified by 57 states.

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

against Women, 2131 UNTS 83, entered into force 22 December 2000, ratified

by 102 states. 233 n121

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, UN

Doc. A/61/611, entered into force 3 May 2008, ratified by 61 states.

Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights, UN Doc. A/63/435, not yet entered into force, ratified by 3 states. 217 n70,

n71, n72

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 2187 UNTS 90, entered into force

1 July 2002, ratified by 114 states. 74, 81, 213, 300

Statute of the International Court of Justice, 3 Bevans 1179; 59 Stat. 1031; TS 993;

39 AJIL Supp. 215 (1945), entered into force 24 October 1945, ratified by 192

states. 74, 79, 80, 82, 160 n259, n260, 193 n489, 268 n31, 293 n136, 407 n227, 408,

410, 410 n238, 411

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UN GA Resolution 217A (III),

UN Doc. A/810 at 71 (1948), adopted 10 December 1948. 1, 37, 38, 116, 121, 244

n154, 247, 255, 300, 301, 322, 328 n22

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1155 UNTS 331, entered into force

27 January 1980, ratified by 111 states.
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ABBREVIATIONS

ACHPR African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights

ACHR American Convention on Human Rights

ACtHPR African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or

Degrading Treatment or Punishment

CAT

Committee

Committee against Torture

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

against Women

CEDAW

Committee

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

CERD Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

CERD

Committee

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

CMW International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All

Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families

CMW

Committee

Committee on Migrant Workers

CoM Committee of Ministers

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

CRC

Committee

Committee on the Rights of the Child

CPED Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance

CPED

Committee

Committee on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

CRPD

Committee

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

EC European Commission

ECHR Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms (European Convention on Human Rights (as amended))
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ECtHR European Court of Human Rights

ECommHR European Commission of Human Rights

ECJ European Court of Justice

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council

ECSR European Committee of Social Rights

ETS European Treaty Series

HRC Human Rights Committee

HR Council Human Rights Council

IACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

IACtHR Inter-American Court of Human Rights

ICC International Criminal Court

ICCPR

ICERD

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

Discrimination

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

ICESCR

Committee

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

ICJ International Court of Justice

ICJ Statute Statute of the International Court of Justice

ILA International Law Association

ILC International Law Commission

ILM International Legal Materials

ILO International Labour Organization

ITLOS International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

NGO Non-governmental organisation

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

PCIJ Permanent Court of International Justice

Rome Statute Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights

UN United Nations

UN Charter Charter of the United Nations

UN GA United Nations General Assembly

UN GAOR United Nations General Assembly Official Records

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UN SC United Nations Security Council

UNTS United Nations Treaty Series

UPR Universal Periodic Review

VCLT Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties

WGAD Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

WGEID Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances

WTO World Trade Organization
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