
an anthropology of ethics

Through an ambitious and critical revision ofMichel Foucault’s investigation

of ethics, James D. Faubion develops an original program of empirical

inquiry into the ethical domain. From an anthropological perspective,

Faubion argues that Foucault’s specification of the analytical parameters

of this domain is the most productive point of departure in conceptualizing

its distinctive features. He further argues that Foucault’s framework is in

need of substantial revision to be of genuinely anthropological scope. In

making this revision, Faubion illustrates his program with two extended

case studies: one of a Portuguese marquis and the other of a dual

subject made up of the author and a millenarian prophetess. The result

is a conceptual apparatus that is able to accommodate ethical pluralism

and yield an account of the limits of ethical variation, providing a novel

resolution of the problem of relativism that has haunted anthropological

inquiry into ethics since its inception.

James D. Faubion is Professor of Anthropology and Director of Graduate

Studies at Rice University. In addition to ethics, his interests include epistemic

authority, kinship, social and cultural theory, aesthetics, heterodoxy and

radicalism. He has published widely on research interests, including

The Shadows and Lights of Waco: Millennialism Today (2001), and two edited

volumes of Essential Works of Michel Foucault (1998 and 2000).
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New Departures in Anthropology is a book series that focuses on emerging

themes in social and cultural anthropology. With original perspectives and

syntheses, authors introduce new areas of inquiry in anthropology, explore

developments that cross disciplinary boundaries, and weigh in on current

debates. Every book illustrates theoretical issues with ethnographic mater-

ial drawn from current research or classic studies, as well as from literature,

memoirs, and other genres of reportage. The aim of the series is to produce

books that are accessible enough to be used by college students and

instructors, but will also stimulate, provoke, and inform anthropologists

at all stages of their careers. Written clearly and concisely, books in the

series are designed equally for advanced students and a broader range of

readers, inside and outside academic anthropology, who want to be

brought up to date on the most exciting developments in the discipline.
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