
K a nt on Mor a l Au tonom y

The concept of autonomy is one of Kant’s central legacies for 
contemporary moral thought. We often invoke autonomy as both a 
moral ideal and a human right, especially a right to determine one-
self independently of foreign determinants; indeed, to violate a per-
son’s autonomy is considered to be a serious moral offense. Yet while 
contemporary philosophy claims Kant as the originator of its notion 
of autonomy, Kant’s own conception of the term seems to differ in 
important respects from our present-day interpretation. Kant on 
Moral Autonomy brings together a distinguished group of scholars 
who explore the following questions: What is Kant’s conception of 
autonomy? What is its history and its influence on contemporary 
conceptions? And what is its moral significance? Their essays will be 
of interest both to scholars and students working on Kantian moral 
philosophy and to anyone interested in the subject of autonomy.

ol i v er sensen is Associate Professor in Philosophy at Tulane 
University. He is the author of Kant on Human Dignity (2011), and 
co-editor of Kant’s Tugendlehre (2012).
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AA	 Akademie-Ausgabe (Academy Edition)
Anth	 Anthropologie in pragmatischer Hinsicht (Anthropology from a 

Pragmatic Point of View)
Collins	 Moralphilosophie Collins (Lectures on Ethics Collins)
EaD	 Das Ende aller Dinge (The End of All Things)
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KU	 Kritik der Urteilskraft (Critique of the Powers of Judgment)
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MAM	 Mutmaßlicher Anfang der Menschengeschichte (Conjectural 
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