Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-00388-0 - Buddhist Funeral Cultures of Southeast Asia and China
Edited by Paul Williams and Patrice Ladwig

Index

More information

Abhidhamma
as charm 33, 64

chanting at funerals 31-33, 59, 64—65, 87

when incorporated into funerals 41
why chanted at funerals 32, 64
illustrated manuscripts of 83
on transfer of merit 29
accidental death 103, 116
See also bad death
aggregates 4, 65
agriculture
relation to death rites 76, 119
rituals for 6o, 70-75, 99, 105
altars 249
Amitabha 226, 261, 262
amulets. See charms
anattd. See self and non-self
ancestors
absence of cult to 11
altars for 101
in new year ceremony 117
local cults for 10, 208
offerings to 124, 219
Phunoy cult compared to Chinese 8
pole 102
reciprocal relations with 3, 5, 130, 137
source of fertility 113
tablets 223
animals
as offerings 252
release of 227
sacrifice of 102, 115
animism 11, 67
arabants 207
Arakan 142
ashes
burial of 189
charms made from 207
orphaned bones made into 204
storage of in temple 205
Astana 275, 278, 281

Index

asubha-kammatthana: 83, 87—88
autopsy 198
Avalokites$vara 220, 249

bad deaths 12-14

accidental 103

and lack of male progeny 206
and non-Buddhist spirits 158, 177
as strangers 146—147

burial 103

drowning 103, 143, 158, 159
during childbirth 68, 103, 146
carthquakes 227

in Buddhist ritual ri5—117

in Laos 99-100

in Malaysia 209

murder 209

private ceremonies for 222
shipwrecks 195

similarities between Thai and Chinese 202, 206

suicide 99, 103, 116
Thailand 201

Bangkok 81, 89, 91

bells 123

belongings of deceased 103
betal 150

bier 156

Bimbisara 125, 129-131
BKPD boun kbau padab din. See Ghost Festival
blood basin 254, 257
bodies 143-145

See also bones; corpses; ashes

bones

287

arrangement of 197
collection of 202

dried in sun 203
exhumation of 197, 202
figurines made of 25, 37
male and female 198, 203
of dogs 199

of saints 207
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bones (cont.)
orphaned 192-213
placed in jars 197
protective power of 207
purification of 198
washing of 197, 202
‘yang property of 207
Boun Khau Salak. See Ghost Festival
Brahma 33
bricolage 23
Buddha
cremation of 79, 267
death and funeral of 1—2, 10
relics of 177
scenes from life performed at funeral 175
statues of 106, 107, 108—109, 112
Buddhas 105-107
Bun Pimay. Se¢ New Year festival
burial
compared to cremation 197
differences between Indian and Chinese 267
of coffin 151-152, 153, 168
secondary 194, 197
See also burial urns
burial urns (a.k.a. jars)
for cleaned bones 197
for corpse 86
for unclaimed bones 209, 210
butterfly soul (leippya) 143, 180
See also spirit

candles
as offering 107, 111, 123
in hands of corpse 85
cemeteries
Burmese 152
for bad dead 103
for good dead 103
movement of corpse to 146
reading of text in 102
temporary vaults in 202
See also graves
Chan Buddhism 7
chanting
and pollution 12, 160
at Ghost Festival 227
Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta 33
Dhammapada 35
Dhammasar.ganni 32
in Burmese funeral 149
in Laos 107
Khuddakapitha 24, 28
Mabhiparinibbina Sutta 8o, 86
of petition 261
of precepts 153

on the radio 34
Pali 2246
Paritta 3435
Patthana 32
purpose of 34
reasons for composition of 36
ridicule of 175
Tirokuddapetavatthu 29
Vinaya 160
See also Abhidhamma
chaodu 224, 225226
See also Ghost Festival
Chaozhou 194, 195, 196, 201, 203
See also Guangdong
charitable organisations for the dead
Chinese 194, 209
Thai 202
charms
as protection against dead 203—204
closing of bone jars with 209, 210
made from ashes 213
childbirth 68, 103, 146
children
corpses of 203
of the deceased 254
tombs of 103
Chulalongkorn 201
Classic of Filial Piety 271
cloth
consecration of 70
offering of at funeral 37
under corpse 153
clothing worn at funerals 210
coffins
before cremation 91, 166
depiction of 83
in Burma 148
in China 268
in theatrical performance 172
makers of 149
removal to cemetery 151
comedy at funeral 175, 178
Communism and death ritual 195
See also state policy
confession 29—30, 201
consciousness
and rebirth 185
Buddhist doctrine of 12
loss of 144
Consecration siitra 268
corpses
binding of 65, 67-68, 85-86
decomposition of 183-184, 185-186
depiction of 81
disposal in river 267, 268
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exposure of face 91

flower placed in hand of 8, 86
food placed with 102

isolation of 209

meditation on 80, 83, 8788
movement of 65
mummification of 203

gods of 277
mortuary texts 262, 279
talismans 275

dead
as members of community 3
care for 7
possessions of 157

of children 203 registering of names for ghost festival 224
of those sentenced to death 196 socialisation of 137, 194
orientation of 148, 153 death
paper in mouth of 32 acceptance of 2
placement in coffin 149-150 as central to Buddhism -3, 12, 174
placement in urn 197 fear of 6o, 63, 65, 96
preparation of 7, 85, 102, 147-148 last moments before 146, 154
preservation of 89, 185, 198 mask 166
relation to destiny of spirit 205 ordinary 146
shrouds taken from 82 process of transformation 3, 6, 91
transformation of 7 See also good deaths, bad deaths,
treatment of in Miilasarvistivida 267 pollution
viewing of 153 death ritual
See also bones see also under body after long-term illness 254

cotton threads and gender 254-255, 257, 276, 278-279
burning of 107 and identity 197
linking dead to temples 108 as business 230, 241
used in rituals 112113, 144, 153 as renewal 112

cremation criticism of 228-231
and not-self 171 flexibility of 244, 269, 281
as state policy 195, 196, 208 for women 254-255, 257
Buddha 79 function of 6, 13
Burmese 147, 153 innovations in 243
casts made previous to 166 place of 167
compared to burial 197, 267 resilience to change 6, 39—40
crematorium 91 See also funerals, festivals for the dead,
depiction of 83 Xianghua foshi, Ghost Festival

double 166 separation of dead from living 15, 162
in India 21, 268 structure of 245—258

of poor 147 timing of 157-158, 244

orphaned bones 201, 204 deathscapes s, 6

Thai 88 deities 251

crying. See weeping deva See gods
Cultural Revolution 196 Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta 33
cymbals 108, 111 Dhammapada 35

Dhammasargani 32

Dafeng Dharma assemblies 221, 224, 225226
altars devoted to 209 See also pudu
and reclamation of corpses 197, 202 Dharmaraksa 274

biography of 193

communication through mediums 199
in Thailand 213

statue of 204

dance 175, 255
Daoism

association with folk religion 233
conversion of negative energy 207
funerals 270

divination 103, 252

double cremation 166

Douglas, Mary 13, 60, 198, 199—201
drowning 103, 143, 159

drums 106, 108

carthquakes 227
entertainment 84, 249, 250
See also theatre
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ethnicity

and Buddhism 200

and death ritual 196, 201

and social cooperation 206—208
exorcism 150
eyiri 167

Fahui (Dharma Assemblies) 221
families of deceased
depiction of 85
duties in relation to doctrine of non-self 4
needs of 256
role in funeral 37, 275
taking temporary ordination 156
viewing of open coffin 85, 91
weeping 88, 151, 153
fangsheng 227
fans (talaphat) 85
fertility
agricultural 73, 99
and death 15-16, 75
and death ritual 111, 113, 119
and linga 66
from spirits 115, 137
human 117
festivals for the dead
as second funeral 104
Cambodia 122
Laos 99-117, 120
popularity of 233
shuilu fabui 226
structure of 226
See also Ghost Festival, New Year Festival
filial duty 29
fireworks 109110, 113, 223
flowers
as offering 91, 107, 111, 223
as symbol of cremation 87
in hand of corpse 85, 86
food
and merit 131-136
as offerings to dead 108, 120, 121, 123-137, 227
at death festival 107
offered to monks 153
offerings to spirits 109
placed with corpse 102
Foshuo guanding jing 268
Fujian 194, 217235
funerals
Buddhist hegemony of 12
business of 17
Chinese compared to Theravada 7-8, 9, 16
comedy at 175, 178
comparison of Burmese, Thai, Lao and Sri
Lankan 38

cost of 104, 148

emotional comfort provided at 256

for monks 7, 14, 145, 165—189

function of s

gifts to monks in 25

in early Buddhism 10

in ritual cycle 120, 217

in Taiwan 233

inauspicious nature of 256

lack of prescriptive literature on 22

length of 38, 145, 147, 158

location of 10

main characteristics 8—9

objects used in 14-15, 2729

preaching at 6, 25, 27, 31, 153

prescriptive literature 21—22

royal 165

second 104, 187

standard Buddhist 7, 10, 258

theatre at 6

Theravada 22—s3

Theravada compared to Chinese 7-8, 9, 16

timing of 104

See also death ritual, offerings, processions, lay
ritual specialists

Gautama. See Buddha
Gellner, David 11
gender. see also under death ritual
geomancy 199, 207
ghost festival
and Bimbisara 129131
and local authorities 232
and Yama 219, 220
announcement of 225226
attacked as superstition 125, 220, 221, 230
beings addressed during 124
Cambodian 122
chanting during 2277
Chinese 217-235
Chinese and Vietnamese versions compared to
Laos 4
commercialism of criticised 228, 230
conversations with ancestors during 123
description of 122-124, 219-220, 222227
food offerings during 123, 131-136, 222
goal of 125, 223
handbooks for 124
historical background of 218—220
in Indonesia 233
in Malaysia 209—210
Lao 119
Moggallana in 127-129
names of deceased listed during 225
offerings to monks during 123
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opening of doors of hell during 123 Guangdong 194, 200, 240
Pudugong 220, 222 See also Chaozhou
rationalized explanation for 125 Guanyin 220
scaffold of offerings during 220 Guoyuan 272, 276281
sermons during 231
spirit money offered during 128, 223, 226 Hakka 238, 252
ghost money. See spirit paper halls of rebirth 225
ghosts handbooks 2325, 39, 124, 243
and bad death 12-14, 159 See also model texts
as malevolent spirits 158 hells
feeding of 209 Avici 231
from hell 124 avoidance of 229
hungry 29, 123, 209, 223 depiction of 220
in Laos 125-129 monetary account in 251
in Sri Lanka 34 path to 102
king of 220 stories of 84
scaffold for 220 travel from 249
sighting of 230 travel to 80, 83, 124, 125, 127-129
sympathy towards 207 Hertz, Robert
See also spirits on collective representations of death 6, 15
God of the Five Paths on death as social fact 142
charged with destinations of the deceased 271, on death contagion 6o
274 on death ritual as integration and
petition addressed to 262, 271, 272, 274 separation 119
gods on decomposition of corpse 184
as possible rebirth 3 Hinduism 1213, 63
dislike of human smell 27 holy days 114
invitation to funeral 26, 38
good deaths 8, 146-147, 157, 158 impermanence
government regulation of death ritual. See state and meditation on the corpse 87
policy of self 4—5
graves relation to death 2-3, 180
apotropaic elements in 281 representation in ritual 166, 169
as homes 38, 198, 205 incense
bathroom in 198 as offering 223
collective 195, 196, 198, 204 in hands of corpse 85
compared to womb 197 Indonesia 233
contents of 264—265, 270, 271, 280 interment. See burial
diggers of 149 Islam 208, 209, 210, 211
in China 268
inventories of 263, 270—281 Japan 17
location of 103 Jar. See burial.
not determined by monks 270 Java 233
of women 272, 277, 278
private 195 karma 4, 30, 130
reasons for absence of Buddhist elements Khandha 4, 65
in 263 Khuddakapitha 24, 28
reopening of 208 Ksitigarbha 225, 252
siting of 199
siitra in 265 Lady Peng 266
symbolism of 198, 204, 205 laity
tablets of 205 chanting at funeral 27
temporary 197 exclamations during funeral 37
tin figures in 271 see also under cemetery importance of for funeral 162
green death 8, 146-147, 157, 158 See also families, lay ritual specialists
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Lalitavistara 274
lay ritual specialists
and Chinese popular religion 212
and division of labour with monks 269270
chanting 37
Chinese compared to Theravada 9
cremations performed by 9o
differences from monks 241—243
in Phunoy funerary ritual 100-101, 102
in triangular structure of mortuary rites
274275
vegetarian women (zhaigu) 244
leippya 143, 180
See also spirit
Lenyo Wang 210
See also Yama
Lévy-Strauss, Claude 36
lirga 66
linghun 197
See also spirit
lippra 143, 180
See also spirit
lotus seat 224

Mabhaiparinibbina Sutta
as source of death rites 10, 27, 79
chanting of 80, 86
Maitreya 30, 91, 266
Malaysia 208—213
malevolent spirits
danger of 65, 155
exclusion from rites 249, 250
insulted by offences against nature 6o—61
malevolent female 68
propitiation of 109, 114, 155, 156
protection against 65, 108, 201
See also ghosts, spirits, wandering spirits, bad
death
mantra 219
manuscripts 80
Mara 2
Matakavastra. See Pamsukiila.
Maudgalyayana 8, 127-129, 218, 255
meat 114
media 204
Medicine Buddha 254255, 256
mediums. See spirit mediums
Meizhou 238, 243
menstruation 203
merit
as food 134
generation of 255
sharing of 151, 153
merit transfer
and social order 16

Index

common explanation for death ritual 120
from alms 25, 124
from chanting 28—29
in Xianghua foshi 245
limitations as interpretative framework 133
liturgy for 209
monks’ participation in 131-136
not spoken of 111
problems with 29, 120, 154
to all present at funeral 30, 31, 239
to ghosts 15, 225, 226
Ming Taizu 242
model text for funeral 261
modernisation 16
Moggallana 8, 127-129, 218, 255
monasteries. 201 See temples
money
as gift 107, 111
division of 109
offered to ghosts 128
offered to monks 148
placed in statues 108
Mongkut, Prince 24, 40, 81, 87-88
Mongolia 17
monks
acceptance of local burial customs 269—270
and progression of karma 156-157
as intermediaries in death ritual 9o—9r, 120, 131
as recipients of gifts 14
as representative of the deceased 262
as socially dead 76
binding of corpse by 65
duties in funerals 25, 281
engaged in activities others avoid 6o
funerals of 7
limited role in funerals 212
not involved in cremation 9o
not involved in death ritual in medieval China
267
power of 63, 157, 162
role in funeral affirmed by state 241
role in funeral in contrast to spirit priests
99, 102
statues of 188—189
washing of feet 111
mortuary bed 151
mourning 85
Mulian 8, 127-129, 218, 255
mummies 197, 203, 207
music
cymbals 108, 111
drums 106, 108
in funeral 84, 148, 244, 268
musicians 220
mustard seeds 174
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murder 209
Muyuan 239, 243

Naga 106

nama 179, 183
See also spirit

nat 173

Nepal 85

New Year festival (Bun Pimay)
absence of doctrine of merit from 111
and government purges 101
description of 104-111
main beneficiaries of 111
place in ritual calendar 100
purpose of 101, 111

nibbina 30, 31, 32, 84

non-self. See self and non-self

novels 81

offerings
betal 150
by monks 150
candles 107, 111, 123
coffee 150
fireworks 109—110, 113, 223
importance of monks for 131
manuscripts 80
meat 114
money 109, 128, 148
pamsukiila robe 62
paper 197, 204, 220
placed with corpse 102
tea 252
to Buddhas 105-106
to dead 104
to monks 105-106, 123, 150, 153, 218
to wandering spirits 222
See also food, flowers, merit
omens of death 169-170

pagoda
ceremonies conducted in 100-101, 106,
107, 115
definition of 105
symbolism of 112
See also stipas
Pali Canon 24
pamsukiila
as offering 62
as ritual 63—65
definition of 27, 5976
in funerary culture 14
origins 61-62, 90
symbolism of 62, 63
white cloth replaced by robe 88—90

Index 293

paper
covering for corpse 203
offerings 197, 204, 220
slips for the dead 225
Paritta 3435
passports 265, 271
Patthana 32
peta. See ghosts
Petavatthu 28
phed 124, 126
See also wandering spirits
phi 201
See also wandering spirits
phiphed 124, 125
See also wandering spirits
Phra Malai
and meditations on corpse 87
and Moggallana 128
illustrations of 80, 83, 84-85
local adaptation of 127
symbolism of 91
plague 194
pollution
and bad death 12-14
expiation of 256
fear of 62
monks’ ability to resist 60—61
of corpse 90, 198
of menstruation 203
vulnerability to 157
pralin 66-68, 73—74
prayer booklets 152
prayer ribbon 86
preaching
Burmese funerals 153
Chinese funerals 231
formal request for 27
Sri Lankan funerals 6, 25, 31
precepts 153
processions
at funerals 79, 143, 152
at Ghost Festival 219
from temporary grave 197
in New Year festival 106, 111, 114
pudu 219, 220, 224
See also Ghost Festival
Pudugong 220, 222
puppets 176, 224
Pure Land 239
purification
by fire 204
ceremonies of 107, 160162
of remains 194
Puyao jing 274
pyres 204
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Quanzhou 221, 222

rag robe. See pamsukitla
rebirth
among men 31
among Phunoy 116
as deity 128
as source of confusion 181-183
forty-nine days after death 3, 5, 228231
identification of 181
immediately following death 3, 154,
166, 231
in Brahma realm 185
in Buddhist doctrine 3—5
in Laos 123
in upper regions 184
metaphors for 182-183, 197
seven days after death 27, 34, 65, 154, 162
reincarnation. See rebirth
relics 177
reliquary 166
repentance 254
rites of passage 1
ritual performance 37-38
ritual specialists. See lay specialists
robes
in funeral procession 152, 155
monastic 72, 84, 166
rags from cremation ground 88

See also pamsukila

sacrifice 102, 115
Sakyamuni. See Buddha
secondary burial 194, 197
self and non-self
and cremation 171
and death ritual 166, 169
and images of the deceased 188
and impermanence 178-181
and rebirth 4—s
sermons. See preaching
sex
in funeral plays 176-177
refraining from 203
symbolism of 16
shantang 201
shipwrecks 195
shroud 148, 155
shuilu fabui 226
shuilu festival 226
Siddhartha. See Buddha
simd 69—70
Singapore 208
singing 168
skandha 4, 65

Index

socialism 6, 125
See also state policy

soldiers
divine 249
ghosts of 14, 223
soul 12
inadequacy of term 179, 180
of Phunoy 104

summoning of 248
See also spirit, nama
spirit
Buddhist concept of 179—181
leippya 180
linghun 197
nama 179, 183
release from body 151, 154
winnyan 179-184, 185
See also phi
spirit mediums
identifying ashes 205
in Malaysia 209
locating wandering spirits 197
possessed by Dafeng 202
supervising ritual 199
techniques of 199
spirit money. See spirit paper
spirit paper
for orphaned bones 199
for wandering spirits 219
function of 251
types of 223
See also offerings
spirits
and local cults 10, 100-TO1, 113
guardian 114, 124

non-Buddhist 60, 69, 106, 114-115
of one who died away from home

248

See also ghosts, malevolent spirits, wandering

spirits
Sri Lanka
civil war 6
death rituals of 6

funerals compared with other areas of

Southeast Asia 38-39
starvation 195
state policy
and death ritual 195, 241243
on cremation 195-196, 208
on Ghost Festival 221, 232
on unclaimed bodies 202
regulating temples 211
religious purges by 101-102
standardising death ritual 192
Stone, Jacqueline 238
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stupas
burial in 268
of deceased relatives 123
See also pagodas
suicide 99, 103, 116
syncretism 10-12, 212

Taiwan

cremation and burial in 270

funerals in 282
funerary texts in 261
Ghost Festival in 233
secondary burial in 194
Taixu 228
talaphat (monastic fan) 85
tea 252
temples
and monarch 71
consecration of 69, 74

site of offering to dead 105, 107

spirits inhabiting 70

ten kings of hell 251, 252, 253, 254

Thailand
death ritual in 130

funeral compared with Sri Lanka and other
areas of Southeast Asia 38—39

funerary art 79-96
hospices in 17

introduction of Pali liturgy 24—25

theatre
at funerals 6, 167-189

at Ghost Festival 219, 222

eyiri 167

zZdt 175
Tirokuddapetavatthu 29
tomb quelling texts 272
tombs. See graves.
tributes 110
tsunami 202
Turfan 263
typhoons 195

umbrella 204
underworld

bureaucracy of 239, 249, 261, 262
Chinese compared to Theravada 9
imperial metaphor applied to 9

tax of 280

See also hell see also under heaven

urbanisation 195
urn. See burial
van Gennep, Arnold 206

Vedic siitras 21
vegetarianism

Index

during mourning 210
rejection of 241

Vessantara jitaka 94

Vientiane 122, 134

Vietnam 75, 129, 234

vinaya 76, 160

Vinnana 65

violent death. 103 See bad death.

Visuddhimagga 28

wandering spirits
altars for 249, 251
and bad death 159
as hell beings 126
between death and funeral 154
catching 209
contrasted with ‘inside’ spirits 177
dangers of 162, 192, 254-255
determining number of 204
families of 110, 116
feeding of 219
hunger of 128
leading away of 251
offerings 222, 223
search for 197, 209
searching for new body 180
See also ghosts, bad death, spirits
water
forbidden 156
inviting spirit to leave body 153
on offering 114
perfumed 109
pouring of while chanting 29
symbol of merit 37, 150
weeping
actress 168
during funeral 269
relatives 88, 151, 153
wine
offered to deceased 252
offered to deities 253
winnyan 179-184, 185
women
as ritual specialists 244
death rites for 254-255, 257
responsible for care of dead 233
tombs of 272, 277, 278
writings for dead 108
Wudao. See God of the Five Paths

Xiamen 221

Xianghua foshi
cleric of 241243
description of 245-258
frequency of 244

295
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Xianghua foshi (cont.)
function of 239
history of 240—241
origins of 239—241

Xiaojing 271

Xuanzang 269

Yama
effigy of 220

entry into realm of 62

Index

granting permission to leave hell 129,
217
in Ghost Festival 220
in Moggallana story 127
seclusion of spirit by 210
Yinshun 228
Yulanpen. See Ghost Festival
Zat 175

Zhenhua 229
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