
the politics of international economic law

How do politics and international economic law interact with each other? Finan-
cial crises and shifts in global economic patterns have refocused our attention on
how the fingerprints of the “visible hand” can be seen all over the institutions that
underpin the rules of globalization. From trade and investment to finance, gov-
ernments are under pressure to enforce, resist, and rewrite international economic
law. Lawyers have seldom given enough attention to the influence of politics on
law, whereas political scientists have had an on-again, off-again fascination with
how the law influences relations among states. This book leads the way toward
filling this interdisciplinary gap through a series of important studies written by
leaders in the field on specific problems in international economic relations. The
book demonstrates a variety of ways in which the international political–economic
nexus may be researched and understood.
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