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BEN JONSON’S WALK TO SCOTLAND

At the heart of this book is a previously unpublished account of Ben Jonson’s
celebrated walk from London to Edinburgh in the summer of 1618. This unique
first-hand narrative provides us with an insight into where Jonson went, whom
he met and what he did on the way. James Loxley, Anna Groundwater and Julie
Sanders present a clear, readable and fully annotated edition of the text. An
introduction and a series of contextual essays shed further light on topics
including the evidence of provenance and authorship, Jonson’s contacts
throughout Britain, his celebrity status, and the relationships between his ‘foot
voyage’ and other famous journeys of the time. The essays also illuminate wider
issues such as early modern travel and political and cultural relations between
England and Scotland. It is an invaluable volume for scholars and upper-level
students of Ben Jonson studies, early modern literature, seventeenth-century
social history and cultural geography.
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A NOTE ON NAMES

This edition provides a modernised text of the ‘Foot Voyage’, in the belief that
the task of comprehending the difficult aspects of the account — which is for
the most part a matter of understanding names and references or making
sense of elliptical, abbreviated or compressed passages — should not be made
any harder than necessary by the preservation of archaic habits of spelling and
punctuation which differ from contemporary practice. At the same time, we
have corrected the most obvious and least consequential scribal errors, while
indicating substantive changes in the collations. Where required, such
corrections have also been discussed or mentioned in the notes. An annotated
transcription of the account that preserves the spelling, punctuation and
scribal features evident in the Aldersey manuscript has been published
in the online edition of The Cambridge Works of Ben Jonson, and may be
consulted there.

However, place and proper names present a special challenge for the
modernising editor, and the ‘Foot Voyage’ is particularly rich in both. With
place names, emendation in line with current practice would be a matter of
standardisation as much as a matter of modernisation - it is often the case that
one spelling in a language of a particular town or city’s name is now used to the
exclusion of alternatives, even though this spelling may well be as archaic as
any others. With personal names, one spelling may well appear to predom-
inate, but often there are plenty of variants of a single name in use across the
centuries and still amply in evidence today. So here again, only more obvi-
ously, to emend would be to standardise rather than to modernise, or to
assume that the latter process is nothing other than the former.

This is a potential problem, because the ‘Foot Voyage’ is in large part the
record of a journey through a not yet thoroughly standardised terrain and is to
this extent shaped by, and revelatory of, the experience of cultural encounter —
what Jonson himself calls ‘discovery’. The profusion of names is one of its
most striking features, and these are obviously a source of interest, or at least a
focus of attention, for the writer — the linguistic sites, indeed, for all his

[ix]
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X A NOTE ON NAMES

encounters. We see him carefully noting variations and pronunciations
(‘Worsop’, ‘Bozers’, ‘Curos’), registering the linguistic geography of particular
forms (from southern ‘bridge’ to northern ‘brigg’) and — most obviously in the
list of Forth harbour towns with which the account concludes - attempting to
wrap his pen around lists of names he has clearly never encountered before
and certainly not seen written down. The account’s idiosyncrasies in the
writing of names are revelatory of this attention to the singularities of place
and the particularities of the people living there. But they are just as revelatory
of the limitations of any such attempt to capture those singularities — of the
traveller taking his own locality with him into the experience of encounter. To
pursue what we might call comprehensive modernisation — which in this
instance definitely needs to be understood as much spatially as temporally,
and thus more obviously as standardisation — would erase this layer of the text,
and would remake it in the image of a cultural norm, or balance of forces, that
is alien to it.

Given this, the text perhaps calls for a process of conservative, or what
might even be called strict, modernisation. That is to say, orthographic
archaisms can be avoided, without pursuing standardisation of other aspects.
In this way, obstacles to textual intelligibility can be filtered out, while evidence
of encounter, of attention to the proprieties or singularities of place - a vital
element, in fact, in what is intelligible about this text - is retained. The text in
our edition, therefore, has been prepared in accordance with the following
principles for the treatment of place and personal names.

1. We have modernised obviously archaic doubled consonants or vowels,
terminal ‘e’, and other similar features (e.g. “Wentfoord’, ‘Warde’,
‘wandswoorth’).

2. We have standardised names in instances where any difference between the
spelling in the text and more usual forms appears to be solely orthographic
(e.g. ‘Rede’, ‘Cackstone’, ‘Bamborough’), or where the pronunciation indi-
cated by the original spelling is consistent with authoritative modern
pronunciation of the name (e.g. modern spelling ‘Boulmer’ for ‘Boomer’
in the ‘Foot Voyage’, ‘Coquet’ for ‘Cocket’, and ‘Kirkcaldy’ for ‘Carcadhy’).
Significant differences from the original spelling have been indicated in the
collations and/or the notes.

3. We have substituted standard forms for spellings resulting from what
would appear to be scribal errors (‘Kerbon’, where ‘Curwen’ or a similar
variant would be expected).

4. Where there is more than one spelling used in the text, we have regularised
to the form closest to modern usage.
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A NOTE ON NAMES xi

5. However, we have made a presumption in favour of retaining the original
spelling — subject to point 1 above — where one or more of the following are
known or probable:

a. it is a variant in use both in and beyond the early modern period (e.g.
‘Withrington’, ‘Foster’, ‘Nysam’) or reflective of distinctive and attested
local, regional or national usage (e.g. ‘St Andros’, ‘King-gorn’, ‘Kill gorn’)

b. it is plausibly an authorial error or inaccuracy, probably stemming from
unfamiliarity (e.g. ‘knights hall’ for ‘Kneesall’, ‘wymb’ for both “~weem’
and ‘Wemyss’, ‘Biggs’ for ‘Gibbs’, ‘Eathertonne’ for ‘Adderstone’,
‘Cobersmith’ for ‘Cockburnspath’)

¢. indications for pronunciation suggest a difference from the modern
standard (e.g. ‘Worsop’, ‘Pomfret’)

d. no referent is known, and no standard can be readily inferred
(e.g. ‘Hoord’, ‘Pelen’).

Both points 2 and 5¢ depend on the notion of a ‘modern standard’ pronun-
ciation, which can only problematically be invoked as a control: what is
‘standard’ from one perspective is a ‘local variant’ from another. For our
purposes, therefore, this is taken to mean a pronunciation widely and cur-
rently in use by people familiar with the name. On some occasions, such as the
need to choose between the account’s ‘Carcadhy’ and standard ‘Kirkcaldy’,
points 2 and sb might be thought to conflict. In such instances, we have opted
for standardisation if no significant difference in pronunciation can reason-
ably be inferred, or if the original spelling includes distracting archaisms. In
some instances of personal names, in particular, the process of strict modern-
isation required under point 1 above has produced what we might call a
‘synthetic’ form, neither standard nor original (e.g. ‘Nesbick’ for standard
‘Nisbett” or ‘Nesbitt’ and original ‘Nesbicke”), but this has only been permitted
where the synthetic form is itself an attested variant, and the emendation has
been signalled in the collations or notes.
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REED Camb  Nelson, Alan. 1989. Ed. Records of Early English Drama: Cambridge.
Toronto and London.

REED Ches  Clopper, Lawrence M. 1979. Ed. Records of Early English Drama:

Chester. Toronto.
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REED Cumb Douglas, Audrey and Peter Greenfield. 1986. Eds. Records of Early
English Drama: Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucestershire. Toronto.

REED Lanc  George, David. 1991. Ed. Records of Early English Drama: Lancashire.
Toronto and London.

REED Newc  Anderson, J. J. 1982. Ed. Records of Early English Drama: Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. Toronto and Manchester.

RGI Foster, Joseph. 1889. Ed. Register of Admissions to Gray’s Inn,
1521-1889. London.

RIBA Royal Institute of British Architects, Library Drawings Collection.

RMS Thomson, J. M., P. J. Balfour, J. H. Stevenson and W. K. Dickson.
1882-1914. Eds. The Register of the Great Seal of Scotland. 11 vols.
Edinburgh.

RPCS Buron, J. and David Masson. 1877-98. Eds. The Register of the Privy
Council of Scotland, 1545-1625. 14 vols. Edinburgh.

RPS Records of the Parliament of Scotland to 1707. University of
St Andrews. www.rps.ac.uk/

SA Sheftield Archives.

SP Paul, Sir James Balfour. 1904-14. Ed. The Scots Peerage. 9 vols.
Edinburgh.

STS Scottish Text Society.

Tilley Tilley, Morris. 1950. A Dictionary of the Proverbs in England in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries. Michigan.

TNA The National Archives, Kew.

TWRO Tyne and Wear Record Office.

Und. The Underwood, in The Cambridge Edition of the Works of Ben
Jonson.

UNL University of Nottingham Library.

VCHC Elrington, C. R. and A. P. M. Wright. 1973 and 1978. Eds. A History of

the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely. Vols. v and v1. Victoria
County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

VCHE Powell, W.1966. Ed. A History of the County of Essex. Vol. v. Victoria
County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

VCHHe Page, William. 1912. Ed. A History of the County of Hertford. Vol. 1.
Victoria County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

VCHHu Page, William, Granville Proby and S. Inskip Ladds. 1932 and 1936.

Eds. A History of the County of Huntingdon. Vols. m and m. Victoria
County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

VCHM Baker, T. and R. Pugh. 1976. Eds. A History of the County of Middlesex.
Vol. v. Victoria County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/
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VCHN Page, William. 1906-10. A History of the County of Nottingham.
2 vols. Victoria County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/
VCHYC Tillot, P. M. 1961. A History of the County of York: The City of York.

Victoria County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

VCHYER Allison, K. J. 1969. Ed. A History of the County of York, East Riding.
Vol. 1. Victoria County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

VCHYNR Page, William. 1914 and 1923. A History of the County of York North
Riding. 2 vols. Victoria County History. www.british-history.ac.uk/

WID Greenwell, W. 1860. Ed. Wills and Inventories from the Registry at
Durham. Vol. 11. Surtees Society, 37. Wood, Herbert. 1929. Ed. Wills
and Inventories from the Registry at Durham. Vol. 1v. Surtees
Society, 142.

wp Cooper, J. P. 1973. Ed. Wentworth Papers, 1597-1628. London.

WR Walker, John. 1948. Walker Revised. Being a revision of John Walker’s
Sufferings of the Clergy during the Grand Rebellion, 1642-60. Ed. A. G.
Matthews. Oxford.

WSA Wiltshire and Swindon Archives.

WYAB West Yorkshire Archive Service, Bradford.

WYAL West Yorkshire Archive Service, Leeds.

YAS Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Leeds.

YG Cliffe, J. T. 1969. The Yorkshire Gentry from the Reformation to the
Civil War. London.

YML York Minster Library.
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