
UNRAVELLING STARLIGHT

Challenging traditional accounts of the origins of astrophysics, this book presents the first
scholarly biography of nineteenth-century English amateur astronomer William Huggins
(1824–1910). A pioneer in adapting the spectroscope to new astronomical purposes,
William Huggins rose to scientific prominence in London and transformed professional
astronomy to become a principal founder of the new science of astrophysics. The author
re-examines his life and career, exploring unpublished notebooks, correspondence, and
research projects to expose the boldness of this scientific entrepreneur. While Sir William
Huggins is the main focus of the book, the involvement of Lady Margaret Lindsay Huggins
(1848–1915) in her husband’s research is examined, where it may have been previously
overlooked or obscured.Written in an engaging style, this book has broad appeal and will be
valuable to scientists, students, and to anyone interested in the history of astronomy.

barbara becker taught history of science at the University of California, Irvine, until
her recent retirement. A leading authority on William Huggins, her research interests also
include the role of amateurs in the development of nineteenth-century professional astron-
omy, and the role of controversy in shaping the substance and structure of scientific
knowledge.
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NYPL: New York Public Library
HD: Henry Draper papers

RASL: Royal Astronomical Society Library
RSL: Royal Society Library

AS: Arthur Schuster papers
JFWH: John F.W. Herschel papers
JL: Joseph Larmor papers

SI: Smithsonian Institution
MAH: Museum of American History

SAAOA: South African Astronomical Observatory Archives
DG: David Gill papers

UEL: University of Exeter Library
JNL: Joseph Norman Lockyer papers

WCL/SC: Wellesley College Library, Special Collections
YUL: Yale University Library

DPT: David Peck Todd papers

Organisations/institutions

BAAS: British Association for the Advancement of Science
IUCSR: International Union for Co-operation in Solar Research
JEC: Joint Eclipse Committee
MIT: Massachusetts Institute of Technology
NAS: National Academy of Science
RAS: Royal Astronomical Society
RS: Royal Society
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