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Preface
Ameos Oz

I first met Nicholas de Lange at Oxford in 1969. A mutual friend intro-
duced us. Nicholas, who was just finishing his academic studies at the
time, used to wear a three-piece suit with a gold chain dangling from his
belt into his trouser pocket. In the 1960s, amidst the hippie atmosphere
among the students at Oxford, there was something astonishing in the
pose Nicholas struck, as if he was saying to the world: I make my own
way, come hell or high water.

When we began to talk, I was immediately won over by his sharp
humour, his erudition, and — above all — the warmth that he exuded. He
was voraciously curious (in my opinion, curiosity is one of the highest
moral attributes). It was this curiosity that made him ask me, during our
first meeting, what I was writing. I told him that I had just finished writ-
ing a story about the crusades. Nicholas, in his jovial enthusiasm, asked
my permission to read the story.

I was forced to tell him that the story was in Hebrew. To my astonish-
ment, Nicholas replied that he read a little Hebrew, and I was surprised,
as I would be time and time again in the years to come, to discover the
unexpected things Nicholas knew. I entrusted my story to him and after
two or three weeks he came back to me with an English translation of
one or two chapters from Unto Death. It was a translation by a virtu-
0so, who preserved the musical quality of the original and, wondrously,
found an English equivalent for every nuance of the Hebrew text. Right
there and then I was swept up by Nicholas’s enthusiasm and we both
dived in to translate the story into English. It was a race of the blind
and the lame, because Nicholas was not well versed in contemporary
Hebrew and my own knowledge of English was halting as well. Still,
we managed to give Unto Death a suit of English armour that won the
hearts of many.

That’s how Nicholas and I began to collaborate, labouring together on
translating My Michael and other works, until Nicholas had no need for

xi
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xii Amos Oz

me any more. He spread his wings and worked wonderfully well as an
independent translator.

Over the years that we worked together, Nicholas became an inspir-
ing teacher as well as a close and dear friend. I learned from him about
Judaism and theology, he taught me English and something of the myster-
ies of the art of translation. Nicholas went on to translate Hebrew medi-
eval poetry, and novels by A. B. Yehoshua and S. Yizhar, and by doing
so he brought modern Hebrew literature closer to the English-speaking
world. He is endowed with that wonderful combination of humility and
boldness, without which the translator may be either a mere amanuen-
sis, or a reckless adaptor who makes the text his own. Nicholas has the
linguistic gifts of a great, inventive poet, who can conjure up crisp and
enthralling parallels.

I always thought that adapting a work of literature from one language
to another is like playing a violin concerto on a piano. It may be possible
as long as you are careful not to make the piano sound like a violin.

Nicholas de Lange is a great musical player.

He performed wonderful feats of translation at the same time as he was
teaching and writing excellent academic work. His articles and books in
the history of religious thought, in Jewish studies, and in the history of the
Jewish people are works of art, showing scholarly depth and theological
quickwittedness, all in fluent, flowing words that enlighten the eyes of the
reader. Already in his first book, Origen and the Jews (1976), Nicholas did
wonders to breathe life and reality into a remote subject. In his Arlas of the
Jewish World (1984), he made us see clearly what was until then faraway
and abstract. His Introduction to Judaism (2000) put into words a complex
and fascinating mental vista. In his scholarly articles Nicholas is always
clear, precise, profound.

Our friendship has lasted now for forty years. Nicholas doesn’t walk
around any more wearing a three-piece suit with a golden chain hanging
from his belt. But he still treads his own, unique path, leaving wherever
he goes a trail of wisdom, exuberance, love of life, inexhaustible curiosity
and good cheer. He is not only a great and original thinker and a gifted
teacher — to my mind Nicholas de Lange is also the greatest translator of
Hebrew into the English language.
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Mos. De vita Mosis
Must. De mutatione nominum
Opif. De opificio mundi
Post. De posteritate Caini
Praem. De praemiis et poenis
Prob. Quod omnis probus liber sit
Prov. De providentia
QE Quaestiones et solutiones in Exodum
QG Quaestiones et solutiones in Genesin
Sacr. De sacrificiis Abelis er Caini
Somn. De somniis
Spec. De specialibus legibus
Rabbinic literature
"Abot R. Nat. *Abot de Rabbi Nathan
b. “Abod. Zar. Bavli ‘Abodah Zarah
b. B. Qam. Bavli Baba Qamma
b. Ber. Bavli Berakot
b. Git Bavli Gittin
b. Hag. Hagigah
b. Ketub. Bavli Ketubbot
b. Meg. Bavli Megillah
b. Mena. Bavli Menapot
b. Mo’ed Qat. Bavli Mo’ ed Qatan
b. Ned. Bavli Nedarim
b. Pesap. Bavli Pesabim
b. Qidd. Bavli Qiddusin
b. Sabb. Bavli Sabbat
b. Sanb. Bavli Sanhedrin
b. Sot. Bavli Sotah
b. Tem. Bavli Temurah
b. Yoma Bavil Yoma
Deut. Rab. Deuteronomy Rabbah
Eccl. Rab. Ecclesiastes Rabbah
Esth. Rab. Esther Rabbah
Exod. Rab. Exodus Rabbah
Gen. Rab. Genesis Rabbah
Lam. Rab. Lamentations Rabbah
Lev. Rab. Leviticus Rabbah
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m. Mak. Mishnah Makkot
m. Meg. Mishnah Megillah
m. Qidd. Mishnah Qiddusin
m. Sabb. Mishnah Sabbar
m. Sanbh. Mishnah Sanbedrin
m. Sot. Mishnah Sotah
m. Ter Mishnah Terumot
m. Yad. Mishnah Yadayim
Mas. Sop. Masseker Soperim
Mek. R. Ish. Mekilta of Rabbi Ishmael
Pesiq. Rab Kah. Pesiqta de Rab Kahana
Pirge R. El. Pirge Rabbi Eliezer
Song Rab. Song of Songs Rabbah
t. ‘Abod. Zar. Tosefta “Abodah Zarah
t. Meg. Tosefa Megi/[a/a
t. Sabb. Tosefta Sabbat
t. Sanh. Tosefta Sanhedrin
Tanp. Tanbuma
3. Meg. Yerushalmi Megillah
3. Mo’ed Qat. Yerushalmi Mo ed Qatan
. Sabb. Yerushalmi Sabbar
3. Sanh. Yerushalmi Sanhedrin
5. So. Yerushalmi Sotah
3. Sukkah Yerushalmi Sukkah
y. Yoma Yerushalmi Yoma
Yal. Shim'oni Yalgur Shim‘oni

Ant.

Civ.

Cod. justin.
Cod. theod.
Comm. Ezech.
Comm. in Matth.
De Aed,

Dial.

Epist.

Hist. eccl.
Hist.

Other sources

Plutarch, Life of Antonius
De civitate Dei

Codex justinianus

Codex theodosianus

Jerome, Commentariorum in Ezechielem libri xvi

Commentarium in evangelium Matthaei

Procopius, De Aedificiis

Justin, Dialogue with Trypho

Epistulae
Historia ecclesiastica

History
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xxii List of abbreviations
1d. Idylls
Log. Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians
Math. Sextus Empiricus, Adversus mathematicos
Od. Odyssey
Orig. Princ. Origenis Libri Peri archon seu De principiis libri IV
Praep. ev. Eusebius, Praeparatio evangelica
Pss. Sol. Psalms of Solomon
Pyr. Sextus Empiricus, Pyrrhoniae hypotyposes
Rec. Recognitions
Sib. Or. Sibylline Oracles
Suppl. Supplices
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