
JEWISH EXEGESIS AND
HOMERIC SCHOLARSHIP IN

ALEXANDRIA

Systematically reading Jewish exegesis in light of Homeric scholarship,
this book argues that more than two thousand years ago Alexandrian
Jews developed critical and literary methods of Bible interpretation
which are still extremely relevant today. Maren Niehoff provides a
detailed analysis of Alexandrian Bible interpretation, from the second
century bce through newly discovered fragments to the exegetical
work done by Philo. Niehoff shows that Alexandrian Jews responded
in a great variety of ways to the Homeric scholarship developed at the
Museum. Some Jewish scholars used the methods of their Greek col-
leagues to investigate whether their Scripture contained myths shared
by other nations, while others insisted that significant differences
existed between Judaism and other cultures. This book is vital for any
student of ancient Judaism, early Christianity and Hellenistic culture.

maren r. niehoff is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Jewish
Thought at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She is the author
of The Figure of Joseph in Post-Biblical Literature (1992) and Philo on
Jewish Identity and Culture (2001).
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For Udi, Maya, Ayana and Stav

In memory of
Leora Elias-Bar Levav and Rena Moses-Hrushovski

Moi, un peu mort parmi les vivants, toi, un peu vivante parmi
les morts.

(Albert Cohen, Le livre de ma mère)
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Abbreviations

PHILO’S WORKS

Allegorical Commentary
Agr. De agricultura
All. 1, 2, 3 Legum allegoriae I, II, III
Cher. De cherubim
Conf. De confusione linguarum
Congr. De congressueru ditionis gratia
Cont. De vita contemplativa
Det. Quod deterius potiori insidari soleat
Deus Quod Deus sit immutabilis
Ebr. De ebrietate
Fuga De fuga et inventione
Gig. De gigantibus
Her. Quis rerum divinarum heres sit
Migr. De migratione Abrahami
Mut. De mutatione nominum
Plant. De plantatione
Post. De posteritate Caini
Sacr. De sacrificiis Abelis et Caini
Sobr. De sobrietate
Somn. 1, 2 De somniis I, II

Questions and Answers on Genesis and Exodus (Q&A)
Q.E. 1, 2 Quaestiones et solutiones in Exodum I, II
Q.G. 1, 2, 3, 4 Quaestiones et solutiones in Genesin I, II, III, IV

Exposition of the Law (Exposition)
Abr. De Abrahamo
Dec. De decalogo
Jos. De Iosepho
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xiv List of abbreviations

Mos. 1, 2 De vita Mosis I, II
Opif. De opificio mundi
Praem. De praemiis et poenis
Spec. 1, 2, 3, 4 De specialibus legibus I, II, III, IV
Virt. De virtutibus

Historical writings
Flacc. In Flaccum
Legat. Legatio ad Gaium

Philosophical writings
Aet. De aeternitate mundi
Alex. Alexander (= De animalibus)
Prob. Quod omnis probus liber sit

OTHER WORKS

Titles of other ancient works are abbreviated according to the Oxford
Classical Dictionary, 3rd revised edition, 2003, with the following
exceptions:

FGH Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker, ed. F. Jacoby.
7 vols. Berlin, 1923–30

SCI Scripta Classica Israelica
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