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Yinyang

The concept of yinyang lies at the heart of Chinese thought and culture. 
The relationship between these two opposing, yet mutually dependent, 
forces is symbolized in the familiar black and white symbol that has 
become an icon in popular culture across the world. The real signifi-
cance of yinyang is, however, more complex and subtle. This brilliant 
and comprehensive analysis by one of the leading authorities in the 
field captures the richness and multiplicity of the meanings and appli-
cations of yinyang, including its visual presentations. Through a vast 
range of historical and textual sources, the book examines the scope 
and role of yinyang, the philosophical significance of its various layers 
of meanings, and its relation to numerous schools and traditions within 
Chinese (and Western) philosophy. By putting yinyang on a secure and 
clear philosophical footing, the book roots the concept in the original 
Chinese idiom, distancing it from Western assumptions, frameworks, 
and terms, yet also seeking to connect its analysis to shared cross-
 cultural  philosophical concerns. In this way, the book not only illumi-
nates a particular way of thinking, but also shows how yinyang thought 
has manifested itself concretely in a wide range of cultural practices, 
ranging from divination to medicine, and from the art of war to the 
art of sex.

Robin R. Wang is Daum Professor in the Bellarmine College of Liberal 
Arts, Professor of Philosophy, and Director of Asian Pacific Studies 
at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles. She is the editor 
of Chinese Philosophy in an Era of Globalization (2004) and Images of 
Women in Chinese Thought and Culture: Writings from the Pre-Qin Period to 
the Song Dynasty (2003).
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New Approaches to Asian History          11

This dynamic new series publishes books on the milestones in Asian 
history, those that have come to define particular periods or to mark 
turning points in the political, cultural, and social evolution of the 
region. The books in this series are intended as introductions for  
students to be used in the classroom. They are written by scholars 
whose credentials are well established in their particular fields and who 
have, in many cases, taught the subject across a number of years.

Books in the Series

1 Judith M. Brown, Global South Asians: Introducing the  
Modern Diaspora

2 Diana Lary, China’s Republic
3 Peter A. Lorge, The Asian Military Revolution: From 

Gunpowder to the Bomb
4 Ian Talbot and Gurharpal Singh, The Partition of India
5 Stephen F. Dale, The Muslim Empires of the Ottomans, 

Safavids, and Mughals
6 Diana Lary, The Chinese People at War: Human Suffering  

and Social Transformation, 1937–1945
7 Sunil S. Amrith, Migration and Diaspora in Modern Asia
8 Thomas David DuBois, Religion and the Making of Modern 

East Asia
9 Susan L. Mann, Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese 

History
10 Tirthankar Roy, India in the World Economy: From Antiquity  

to the Present
11 Robin R. Wang, Yinyang: The Way of Heaven and Earth in 

Chinese Thought and Culture
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To Kelly & Mindy
A journey of a thousand miles starts with a single step.

千里之行, 始于足下.-----道德經
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