
The Sociology of Theodor Adorno

Theodor Adorno is a widely studied figure, but most often with regard to
his work on cultural theory, philosophy and aesthetics. The Sociology of
Theodor Adorno provides the first thorough English-language account of
Adorno’s sociological thinking. Matthias Benzer reads Adorno’s sociol-
ogy through six major themes: the problem of conceptualising capitalist
society; empirical research; theoretical analysis; social critique; the socio-
logical text; and the question of the non-social. Benzer explains the
methodological and theoretical ideas informing Adorno’s reflections on
sociology and illustrates Adorno’s approach to examining social life,
including astrology, sexual taboos and racial prejudice. Benzer clarifies
Adorno’s sociology in relation to his work in other disciplines and the
inspiration his sociology took from social thinkers such as Marx, Weber,
Durkheim, Kracauer and Benjamin. The book raises critical questions
about the viability of Adorno’s sociological mode of procedure and
its potential contributions and challenges to current debates in social
science.

matthias benzer is Peacock Fellow at the Centre for Analysis of Risk
and Regulation at the London School of Economics and Political
Science.
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Dedicated to Nigel Dodd
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There is an immense force in saying No,
and sometimes it seems to me that it is so great
that one could live on it alone. Elias Canetti
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HTS Hegel (Adorno 1993b)
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NLI, NLII Vols. I and II of Notes to Literature (Adorno
1991b, 1992b)

OL Ohne Leitbild, inGesammelte Schriften, vol. 10.1
(Adorno 2003b)
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(Adorno et al. 1976)
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(Adorno 1973b, 1974)
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(Adorno 1969b)
SP1, SP2 ‘Sociology and Psychology’ and ‘Sociology

and Psychology II’ (Adorno 1967, 1968)
SSI Vol. I of Soziologische Schriften, in Gesammelte

Schriften, vol. 8 (Adorno 2003b)
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(Adorno 2003b)

Translations of German sources are mine. English translations have been
modified as appropriate.
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