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Introduction

This collection of four complete practice tests contains papers from the Cambridge English 

Quali�cations B1 Preliminary for Schools examination. Students can practise these tests on their 

own or with the help of a teacher. 

The B1 Preliminary for Schools examination is part of a series of Cambridge English 

Quali�cations for general and higher education. This series consists of �ve quali�cations 

that have similar characteristics but are designed for different levels of English language 

ability. The B1 Preliminary for Schools certi�cate is recognised around the world as proof of 

intermediate level English skills for industrial, administrative and service-based employment. It is 

also accepted by a wide range of educational institutions for study purposes. 

Cambridge English 

Quali�cations 

CEFR Level UK National Quali�cations 

Framework Level

C2 Pro�ciency C2 3

C1 Advanced C1 2

B2 First for Schools B2 1

B1 Preliminary for Schools B1 Entry 3

A2 Key for Schools A2 Entry 2

Further information

The information contained in this practice book is designed to be an overview of the exam. For 

a full description of all of the above exams, including information about task types, testing focus 

and preparation, please see the relevant handbooks which can be obtained from the Cambridge 

University Press & Assessment website at: cambridgeenglish.org. 
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The structure of B1 Preliminary for Schools: an overview 

The Cambridge English Quali�cations B1 Preliminary for Schools examination consists of  

four papers: 

Reading: 45 minutes 

Candidates need to be able to understand the main points from signs, newspapers and 

magazines and use vocabulary and structures correctly. 

Writing: 45 minutes 

Candidates need to be able to respond to an email and to write either an article or a story. 

Listening: 30 minutes approximately (plus 2 minutes to check your answers in the digital 

test, and 6 minutes to transfer your answers in the paper-based exam)

Candidates need to show they can follow and understand a range of spoken materials including 

announcements and discussions about everyday life.  

Speaking: 12–17 minutes 

Candidates take the Speaking test with another candidate or in a group of three. They are tested 

on their ability to take part in different types of interaction: with the examiner, with the other 

candidate(s) and by themselves. 

  Overall length  Number of tasks/parts Number of items 

Reading 45 mins  6  32 

Writing 45 mins  2  – 

Listening approx. 30 mins  4  25 

Speaking 12–17 mins  4  – 

Total  approx. 2 hours  

12 mins 

   

Grading

All candidates receive a Statement of Results and candidates whose performance ranges 

between CEFR Levels A2 and B2 (Cambridge English Scale scores of 120–170) also receive 

a certi�cate.

•  Candidates who achieve Grade A (Cambridge English Scale scores of 160–170) receive the 

Preliminary English Test certi�cate stating that they demonstrated ability at Level B2.

•  Candidates who achieve Grade B or C (Cambridge English Scale scores of 140–159) receive 

the Preliminary English Test certi�cate at Level B1.

•  Candidates whose performance is below B1 level, but falls within Level A2 (Cambridge 

English Scale scores of 120–139), receive a Cambridge English certi�cate stating that they 

have demonstrated ability at Level A2.

For further information on grading and results, please see the Cambridge University Press & 

Assessment website at: cambridgeenglish.org.
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Speaking: an overview for candidates

The Speaking test lasts 12–17 minutes. You will take the test with another candidate, or in a 

group of three. There are two examiners but only one of them will talk to you. The examiner will 

ask you questions and ask you to talk to the other candidate(s).

Part 1 (2–3 minutes)

The examiner will ask you and your partner(s) some questions in turn. These questions will 

be about your personal details, daily routines, likes, dislikes, etc. You will only speak to the 

examiner in this part.

Part 2 (2–3 minutes)

The examiner will give you a colour photograph to talk about. The photograph will show 

an everyday situation. You will be given one minute to describe what you can see in the 

photograph.

Part 3 (3 minutes)

In this part, you and your partner(s) will talk to each other. The examiner will give you a card with 

some illustrations on it that are connected to an imaginary situation. You will then be given about 

two minutes to discuss ideas with your partner(s). During the discussion, you should make and 

respond to suggestions, discuss alternatives, make recommendations and negotiate agreement 

with your partner(s).

Part 4 (3–4 minutes)

The examiner will ask you and your partner(s) some questions about the topic introduced in 

Part 3. The questions will focus on your likes, dislikes, habits and opinions. The examiner will 

either ask you to respond individually to the questions, or to discuss them with your partner(s). 
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