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         do the pictures 

     have in

common?

Where
  do you like to go with 
your family and friends?
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What makes your
community special?

Talk  about different types of communities.

Discuss   the oracy ground rules.

Write  a letter to nominate a classmate for a prize.

Give   a presentation on making your school better.

Ask  for directions in a town.
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11 1.1  Watch the video. Mark  the communities mentioned. 

school  town  music group   family 

22 1.1  Watch again. Complete the graphic 
organizer in the Activity Book.

community

special

town

together

market 

suburb

downtown

countryside

Key Words 1

1.1

7

AB page 2

Ground rules

1, 2, 3

Oracy
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Ready to Read: Nonfi ction

Before you read a text, it’s useful to think about what you already 
know about the topic. You can build on this with new information.

Reading Strategy: Using Background Knowledge

1  What do you know about the U.S.A.? Make a list in pairs. Use the ideas below.

2  Read and underline anything from your list. 

3  What do you know about Spain? Complete the graphic organizer. 

What I Know
Places, People, Food

What I Want to Know
What … ? Where … ? Which … ?

the food
they eat

the languages 
they speak

the sports 
they play

famous cities
famous amusement parks

famous sites

The U.S.A.

The U.S.A. is very big. People from all over the world live here. 
The main language is English. Some people speak Spanish and 
Chinese, too. 

Two famous cities in the U.S.A. are New York and Los Angeles. 
New York has many famous sites. The Statue of Liberty and 
Central Park are very popular sites. 

In Los Angeles, you can go to some cool amusement parks. 
Disneyland and Six Flags are two famous ones.

People play lots of sports in the U.S.A. The most popular sports
are American football, basketball, and baseball. 

You can eat lots of yummy food, too. Hamburgers, fried chicken, 
French fries, donuts, and apple pie are favorites in the U.S.A. 
You can also eat food from other countries. Try Mexican or 
Chinese food when you visit!

er the world live her
The main language is English. Some people speak Spanish and 

ork and Los Angeles. 
ork has many famous sites. The Statue of Liberty and 

In Los Angeles, you can go to some cool amusement parks. 

e here. 
The main language is English. Some people speak Spanish and 

ork and Los Angeles. 
ty and 
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Azra is 10 years old. She writes a blog about her 
life in Istanbul. Azra loves history and likes to 
write about it.

My city is Istanbul. Istanbul is an ancient city. 
But it has a lot of modern neighborhoods, 
too. It is an amazing place. � ere is water 
everywhere. A narrow channel of water 
divides the city. � at channel is called the 
Bosphorus. � e Bosphorus also divides two 
continents—Europe and Asia! Boats can 
travel from Istanbul to many di� erent places. 
Istanbul is an important port. Huge ships 
from all over the world come here. � ey 
bring many things, such as food, clothing, 
and cars. 

1.3  Two young bloggers from different 
countries tell us what they love about 
their cities.

What Do You LOVE
About Your City?

narrow

amazing

huge

delicious

perfect

Key Words 2

modern

ancient

1.2

and cars. 
Every day, people in Istanbul cross the 
water. My dad takes the ferry to work every 
morning. I love traveling on the ferry with 
my dad. 

� e Grand Bazaar is my favorite place in 
the city. You can buy everything there, 
like rugs, delicious snacks, and even silver 
and gold! I also love the cable car. You 
ride up the mountain in a small cabin on 
cables. From the cable car, you can see 
the whole city and the water. It’s the best!
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1.4  Paco writes a blog about sports in Madrid. He is 
10 years old. He loves watching sports, playing sports, 
and reading about sports!

What Do You LOVE
About Your City?

My name is Paco, and I love sports! 
I live in Madrid. It is the capital 
city of Spain. It’s the perfect place 
to live if you love sports!

There are three great soccer teams 
in Madrid: Real Madrid, Atlético 
de Madrid, and Rayo Vallecano. 
My team is Real Madrid. It’s one of 
the best teams in the world. People 
come from all over the world to 
watch my team play. The crowd is 
huge at every game! 

Madrid is amazing to see lots of other sports, 
too. There are more than 12 professional sports 
stadiums. 

Madrid is also great for outdoor activities. In El 
Retiro Park, I can ride my bike, or I can row 
a boat on the big lake. Some people rollerblade 
in the park. I’m not very good at rollerblading. 
When I was younger, I tried to learn. But I couldn’t 
do it! I prefer to ride bikes with my friends. 

I am proud of my city and its many sports. 
Come visit Madrid! 

How are these places different
from your hometown?

  Think

10
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Explore the Text

1  Use the sentences to summarize the text. 

• The bloggers were asked, What … ?

• Azra blogs about …

• Her favorite school subject is …

• Her favorite things about Istanbul are … 

• Paco blogs about …

• The outdoor activities he likes are …

• He’s proud of …

2  Read and write F (fact) or O (opinion).

4   1.5 Key Words 3  Find and circle the words in the text. Then, read and match. 

 1 port

2 ferry

3 crowd

4 cable car

a a big group of people

b a moving cabin that transports people, often up mountains 

c a boat that transports people and cars, usually short distances

d a city by the sea where boats arrive

a There’s water everywhere in 
Istanbul. 

b The Bosphorus divides the 
continents of Europe and Asia. 

c Ships from all over the world come 
to Istanbul. 

d Madrid is the perfect place to live
if you love sports. 

e There are more than 12 stadiums
in Madrid. 

f Madrid is great for outdoor 
activities. 

3  Look at the graphic organizer in 
Activity 3 on page 8, and do the tasks. 

a Which questions can you answer 
now? Tell your partner.

b Which questions do you still need 
information for? Say how you can 
fi nd the information.

Where are the best places to take 
a visitor in your town or city? Why?

Which famous people come from Spain?

SEARCH Advanced search …
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Grammar in Context

When I was younger, I couldn’t rollerblade!

When I was six, I could ride a bike.

Grammar: could/couldn’t for Ability with when

1  Read the sentences and do the tasks. 

When I was younger, I couldn’t rollerblade. When I was six, I could ride a bike.

a Underline when in the sentences. Find and circle forms of the verb can. 

b Do these sentences refer to the past, present, or future?

2  Read and circle could or couldn’t.

a When Monica tried tennis, she could / couldn’t
hit the ball! 

b When she tried basketball, she could / couldn’t
run fast. 

c When she tried soccer, she could / couldn’t
kick the ball. 

d But, when she tried swimming, she could / couldn’t
swim fast!

3  Play a game. Imagine you’re a grown-up!

When I was young, 
I couldn’t read and 
I couldn’t drive a car. 

When I was young, 
I couldn’t read. 

12
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Phonics and Spelling

1 1.6  Listen and repeat.

sleep swim ski / sport start smile

2 Match the pictures with the sounds. 

3  Write the words in the correct sound group.

sleep  small  spoon  skate  swim  stand  swan  sports  skirt  star  slow  smell

sp sl sw sm sk st

4 1.7  Listen to the tongue twister. 
Then, say it as quickly as you can.

skate

sp smsl

sk

sw

st

Stacey the spider 

smiles, swims, skates, 

skis, and skips.
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Oracy

1  Work in small groups to do the tasks. 

a Your teacher will assign your group one of the tables below. 

b Brainstorm fi ve oracy ground rules for your table and complete it.

c Share your ideas with the class. Discuss which rules are the same 
and which rules are different. 

Let’s Practice Oracy! 1, 2, 3

1 Form groups. Discuss the Oracy Time! questions.

2 Remember to follow the ground rules.

1 My group followed the ground rules for discussion. 
All the time /
Sometimes / Never

2 Were there any ground rules you didn’t follow? Yes / No 

3 If there were any ground rules you didn’t follow, which ones were they?

Check Your Oracy!

Who are four important 
people in your school
community? Why are they
important?

Oracy Time!

Table 2: Oracy Ground Rules 
for Giving Presentations

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Table 1: Oracy Ground Rules for 
Discussion and Collaboration

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

14

I’m Kate!

I’m Jack!

I’m Emma!

I’m Liam!

Oracy Skill: Ground Rules
Oracy rules help make our discussions and presentations more effective.
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Writing

Write a Letter

1  Read the letter and 
answer the questions. 

a  Who is Ana writing 
about?

b Why does Ana think 
Carla should win the 
Best Buddy Award?

2  Mark  the features 
of the letter.

a the sender’s address 

b the date 

c emoticons 

d an ending 

What makes someone a good 
member of a community?

Miss, Mrs., Ms., and Mr. are titles in names.
We use these when we talk to adults.

Improve Your Writing: Titles in Names

Miss  
Mrs.  
Ms.

Mr.

3  Read and underline 
an example of a title 
in the letter.

4  Prepare to write a letter 
to nominate a classmate for 
the Best Buddy Award in the 
Activity Book.
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