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What makes your
region unique?
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Grammar: Passive Voice 

1  Read Cally’s homework assignment. When was London founded? 

2  Complete the sentences. Each sentence uses a different form of the same verb.
Which verb is it?

a I was given a history lesson.

b In the 17th century, many of Shakespeare’s plays fi rst  here.

c In 1666, the city almost completely  by fi re.

d The city’s culture by immigrants from different countries. 

e Hundreds of languages  here.

What makes your region unique? That’s the question you asked us to 
answer for our geography homework, Mr. Walter. I told my parents 
about what we’d studied—the Arctic tundra, the world’s great deserts, 
the Iban tribe of Borneo. But London’s just a big, noisy city, I thought. 
What was unique about where I lived? I was given a history lesson!  

The city of Londinium was founded by the Romans more than 2,000 
years ago. In the 17th century, many of Shakespeare’s plays were fi rst 
performed here. In 1666, the city was almost completely destroyed 
by fi re, but by the 19th century, it was the capital of an empire. Since 
then, it’s only gotten bigger, and it is the center of British life. 

Over many years, the city’s culture has been transformed by 
immigrants from different countries. Hundreds of languages are 
spoken here. London is like a city, region, and country all in one—it’s a 
world! That’s what’s special about where I live, Mr. Walters, and I think 
I’m seeing it for the fi rst time! 

Geography Homework        Cally Bold, Class 2A
           Monday, January 23 
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The passive voice is formed with the verb to be and the past participle of the verb 
(developed, built, spoken, and so on). We use it to focus on what happened rather than 
who or what was responsible for the action.

Compare these active and passive sentences in different tenses.

Present Simple Active 

We serve breakfast between 7 and 9 a.m.

Past Simple Active

Mom gave me a ukulele for my birthday.

Present Perfect Active

The storms have destroyed
many buildings.

Present Simple Passive
Breakfast is served between 7 and 9 a.m.

Past Simple Passive

I was given a ukulele for my birthday.

Present Perfect Passive 

Many buildings have been
destroyed by the storms.

Note that when we want to use the passive but also want to say who or what is 
responsible for the action, we use by. 

Grammar: Passive Voice  

3  Match the sentences with the tenses.

1 Present simple

2 Present simple passive

3 Past simple

4 Past simple passive

5 Present perfect

6 Present perfect passive

4  Complete the sentences with is / are, was / were, or has been / have been. 

a The fi rst Harry Potter book was published in 1997.

b In the last few weeks, several homes in our town broken into. 

c The Internet developed in the second half of the twentieth century. 

d A “ger” is an Inuit tent. It taken down every time families move.

e My brother applied to a number of different colleges. So far he  accepted 

at two of them, but he is waiting to hear from the others.

f Every day, millions of videos and photographs uploaded online.

g The houses on my street built in the 1890s!

a Last summer, we went to China.

b The concert has been canceled.

c We’ve had a lot of tests this week.

d Every year we organize a fair in our neighborhood.

e The fi rst iPhone was sold in 2007.

f An international arts festival is held in Edinburgh 
every August.
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5  Complete the email with the verb in parentheses in the correct form.

Hi Uncle Sam, 

Thanks for your email! You asked how everything is. Well, the region’s changed so much since you were 
here. Ever since the Hollywood fi lm that 11 was made (make) here three years ago, the town 
has been popular with tourists. Three new hotels 22 (build) along the coast in the last 
eighteen months! Last summer, the roads to the main beach 33 (block) for hours.
We were on the news—Mom 44 (interview) by a reporter! Mom misses the quiet days, 
but Dad says, “Places 55 (improve) by tourists.”

When are you coming to visit us? I know Australia is far away, but it would be great to see you!

Freddie 

6  Complete the text with present simple passive, past simple passive, or present perfect 
passive forms of the verbs.

The Harbin International Snow and Ice Festival

Hello, blog readers! My last post 1 was liked 4,312 times! That’s a new 

record, so thanks! Now, as you know, I love writing about my city of Harbin in the 

northeast of China. Today I’d like to tell you about the best thing here—the Harbin 

International Ice and Snow Festival! Every year, hundreds of thousands of people 

come to see our enormous ice sculptures of castles and monuments. In fact, last year, 

the festival 2  by more than a million people! The festival 3  in my city 

since 1983 and is celebrated every January. It lasts at least a month. Harbin is very cold—just right for sculptures 

made of ice! The sculptures 4 by many people working together. Some of the biggest 

sculptures are produced by thousands of people. The best part of the festival is at night time, when the sculptures

5 . You must come to visit!

7  Use passive voice to write a short description of a festival in your country. Say when 
the festival was founded and when and where it is held. You might also describe what 
things are sold and what foods are eaten there.

attend   make   light up   hold   like

5
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Grammar: Future Passive

Dow Hudson
Construction

Welcome to the Leisure Zone—

The Future of Your Region!

We are pleased to announce a brand-new, 

multimillion-dollar development for the town 

of Greenville and the surrounding area. Work 

will begin this month. The complex will be 

opened to the public in May 2025. 

The Leisure Zone is a unique, state-of-the-art 

complex, which will house restaurants, cafés, 

movie theaters, a shopping mall, a swimming 

pool, and the biggest gym in the state.

Key Facts

The swimming pool will be 50 meters

in length.

The gym will be fi tted with the latest 

equipment. 

Residents will be offered a specially 

reduced price to use the pool and gym.

There will be more than 300 hundred shops 

in the mall. 

Movies will be shown in the complex’s ten 

theaters from eight in the morning until 

midnight, every day of the week.

Anyone wishing to see a digital copy of the plans should go to leisurezone.com and click the link 

on the homepage. You will be taken to a 3-D plan of the complex, which will give you a good idea of 

what the Leisure Zone will look like. 

1  Read the fl yer. Has the Leisure Zone been opened yet?

2  Complete the sentences. Are they about the present or the future?

a The complex will be opened to the public in May 2025.

b The gym with the latest equipment.

c Residents a specially reduced price to use the pool and gym. 

d Movies in the complex’s ten theaters from eight in the morning until 

midnight, every day of the week.

e You to a 3-D plan of the complex, which will give you a good idea of 

what the Leisure Zone will look like.

DHC
Building the Future
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We can use the passive voice to talk about the future. We use the future simple of the 
verb to be and a past participle of the verb.

Breakfast will be served at the hotel between 7:00 and 9:30.

When will the new art museum be opened?

Remember: when we want to use the passive but also want to say who or what is 
responsible for the action, we use by.

I think in the future human beings will be controlled by robots.

Grammar: Future Passive  

3  Label each sentence active or passive.

a The school website will be updated next week. passive

b My brother says he will go to live in Australia one day. active

c Where will the next Olympic Games be held? 

d The movie theater will open in December. 

e Whoever wins the competition will be given a prize of $100! 

f My sister’s book will be published in the summer. 

g When will you start at your new school? 

4  Complete the text with the future passive form of the verbs in parentheses.

We invite young artists to draw a picture on the theme of “my region.” 

The art competition is open to everyone in the school. 

Your drawings 1 will be judged (judge) by local artist Shay Lock. Five 

pictures 2 (select) as winners, and there will be one 

overall winner. The fi ve winning drawings 3 (upload)

onto the school website, and the fi ve winners 4 (give)

a sketch pad and a set of beautiful drawing pencils. 

The overall winning picture 5 (put up) in the school 

hall in its own special frame.  

Good luck, everyone!

School Drawing Competition!
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5  Complete the text with the verbs in the future simple passive form.

When I grow up, I’d like to be a writer and a filmmaker. This is what 

I imagine for my future ... My movies 1 will be shown  in theaters 

around the world. My stories 2  by people in different 

countries. I 3  by movie producers to turn my favorite books into movies. 

I 4  a lot of awards for my books and movies. Of course, the truth is that 

my future 5  by events beyond my control. But these are my dreams!

6  Rewrite the sentences in the future simple passive. Use by if a sentence indicates who or 
what is responsible for the action.

a They will open a new library in my town next month. 

A new library will be opened in my town next month.  

b The British Museum will organize an exhibition on the Maasai of Kenya and Tanzania.  

c Companies will develop many new technologies.  

d They will build more houses near the park behind my school.  

7  Use the information in the fact file and the future simple passive to make predictions 
about the future. Where there are no predictions in the fact file, make your own!

Topic Prediction

quantum computers solve problems quickly

changes in the climate turn some places into deserts

astronomers discover many new planets

robots

a Problems will be solved quickly by quantum computers.  

b 

c 

d 

ask   show   
give   decide   

read
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Improve Your Writing

Some verbs can be followed by infinitives (by to do, to go, to see, and so on). These verbs 
include verbs of thinking or feeling such as want, forget, remember, like, love, hate, hope, 
and prefer.

Don’t forget to watch the video on the Berber of Africa, Class 3.

I hope to travel around the world when I’m older. 

The negative is not to ...

I promised not to stay up late, so we decided not to watch the movie. 

Verbs Followed by Infinitives

1  Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in parentheses. 

a Would  you like to watch  the documentary about the 

polar regions? (would like / watch)

b Yesterday, I  my schoolbag home. (forget / bring)

c My brother and his friends  around Asia this summer. (want / travel)

d Dad  when he was 35 years old. (learn / drive)

e Last night, I  my sister study for her math test. (promise / help)

2  Rewrite the sentences using the verbs. The new sentence 

must have the same meaning as the original one.

a She never remembers to clean her soccer shoes. 

She always forgets to clean her soccer shoes.  

b I promised to be on time for the party. 

 late for the party.

c Since it was raining, we decided not to go out. 

Since it was raining, we chose .

d I always forget to clean my room! I never !

3  Write three hopes you have for the future.

remember   forget 
stay in   not be

I hope to visit the  
Sahara desert one day!

a  

b  

c  
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3 EXPLORE2  Complete the sentences.

bullet points   catchy title   conclusion   facts

a A travel brochure needs a  . This is what makes someone want to read it. 

b Your description should include interesting , such as when something was 

built, how large the area is, or whether any historical fi gures have a connection to the 

place you’re describing.

c You can use  to make practical information (e.g., when to visit and what 

to bring) much easier to read. 

d Your  should try to make people want to visit the place you have 

described by offering them a welcoming invitation.

Writing: A Travel Brochure

READ1  Read the travel brochure. Where is Salar de Uyuni?

In the southwest of Bolivia, you’ll 

fi nd Salar de Uyuni. The largest 

salt fl at* on the planet, it covers an 

area of 12,000 square kilometers 

and is 3,653 meters above sea level. 

In the middle of Salar de Uyuni 

there is a hill, on which cactus 

plants grow. The view from the 

top is amazing—it’s as if you are 

surrounded by an enormous white 

sea. If you go on a special tour, 

you’ll have a lot of time to explore. 

• The nearest city to the salt fl ats is 

Uyuni. From there you can plan day 

or night tours. 

• You can visit at any time. If you 

visit during the wet season, between 

December and March, when the hill 

gets fl ooded, you won’t be able to 

climb it—but you will see the water 

lying on the salt and refl ecting the 

sky like a mirror!

• If you go during the coldest months 

(June–September), remember to bring 

very warm clothes. It gets extremely 

cold. It’s a good idea to take food 

and drink with you, too—you won’t 

fi nd any stores on the salt fl ats!

Why don’t you plan your trip to 

Salar de Uyuni now? The people in 

the area will be happy to show you 

one of the world’s great landscapes! 

* A salt fl at is an area of land covered with a layer of salt. 

Salt as Far as 

the Eye Can See
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Did you …   include a catchy title and welcoming conclusion ? 

    use bullet points with practical information? 

    describe the attraction and add interesting facts? 

    use verbs followed by infi nitives if possible? 

CHECK

PLAN3  You are going to write a travel brochure about a place in your country that you 
think people should visit.  Complete the chart with some notes on the place.

Name of Place and the Region of Your Country It Is In

Description (what the place looks like, why it is worth visiting, interesting facts about it)

Practical Information (how to get there, best time of year to go, what to take)

3 WRITE4  Write a travel brochure. Use your notes to help you.
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