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How can we make 
a difference?1

1  Read the poster. Why is Mr. Wilson organizing the project? 

2  Read again. Complete the sentences. Which describes the largest group?

a Most people enjoy sharing their ideas and stories. 

b people have incredible stories to tell. 

c people have stories you’d never believe!

d student can change their community on their  own.

e However, together we can  make a difference to society.

SCHOOL NEWS EVERGLADE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

I’m sure all of you like talking to your friends 

and families. Most people enjoy sharing their 

ideas and stories. But a lot of elderly people 

don’t have anyone to talk to.  We want to 

change this! 

That is why Mr.  Wilson is organizing the

Talking Lives project. This is a great 

opportunity to learn more about people

in the community. 

Some people have incredible stories to tell, and 

a few people have stories you’d never believe!

Each week after school on Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays, students will 

visit elderly people in town and spend 

an hour talking with them about their lives. 

If you feel inspired to be a volunteer for 

the Talking Lives project, please speak 

to Mr.  Wilson after school this Thursday. 

No student can change their community on 

their own. However, together we can all make 

a difference to society.

Grammar: Quantifi ers

THE TALKING LIVES PROJECT—Can you help?
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We use quantifi ers with nouns to talk about the number of people or things.

All students have a talent for something. 

Most people enjoy talking with their friends and family. 

Some ideas are better than others. 

A few students were volunteers for more than one project. 

No community can improve unless people help each other. 

Grammar: Quantifi ers

3  Order the words to make sentences with quantifi ers.

a charity / problem / no / solve / can / every  

No charity can solve every problem.

b clean / to / need / communities / drinking / all / have / water

c happy / others / most / help / to / are / people

d few / a / houses / water / have / only 

e electricity / some / have / do / not / houses

4  Replace the underlined phrases with the correct quantifi er. 

a 4 out of 10 students think they live 
a very green life. Some

b 2 out of 10  students think they 

should recycle more at home. 

c 9 out of 10  students would like to 

help people in their neighborhood.  

d 0 out of 10 students have 

experience with volunteer work.  

e 10 out of 10  students in our 
school would like to improve the 

community.  
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5  Mrs. Jefferson asked students to complete a survey about the Talking Lives project.
Look at the results. 

The Talking Lives Survey

Yes No

1 Did you enjoy it? 30 0

2   Was it interesting to meet 

elderly people from the town?
30 0

3  Do you have any ideas on how to 

improve the project?
3 27

4  Did you make any new friends? 15 15

5   Would you take part in the 

project again?
27 3

 Complete Mrs. Jefferson’s email about the survey with the quantifi ers in the box. 

no a few some most all

Dear parents, 

I am very happy to report that 30 students took part in the Talking Lives project last 

semester. 1 All students enjoyed the experience, and 2  students said 

they didn’t enjoy it. 3  students have some ideas for how to improve the project, 

which I hope to hear soon. The great news is that 4  students said they made 

new friends on the project. 5  students said they would like to take part in the 

project again, which we hope to do next year. 

Best wishes,  

Mrs. Jefferson

6  Write about how green your family is. Use quantifi ers. 

 of the people in my family recycle. 

 of the people in my family turn off lights to save energy. 

 of the people in my family  . 
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We use a causative verb to say that someone else does something for us. 
Look at the difference between these two sentences: 

I painted my room. I painted it myself.

I had my room painted. Another person painted it for me.

We use have and the past participle of the verb.  

3   Write the past participle form 
of the verbs. 

a do  done

b fi x 

c clean 

d cut 

e take  

f plant 

4  Complete the sentences with the verbs 
from Activity 3. 

a We had so many things done
to the house last year. 

b My brother has his hair 

once a month. 

c Mom had her computer 

last week. It’s working now. 

d My sister has her photo 

at school every year.

e We had some fl owers 

in our garden over the weekend. 

f  My jacket is dirty, so I’m going to 

have it . 

Grammar: Causative Verbs

Some past participles are 
regular. We add -ed to 
the base form of the verb: 

test  tested
wash  washed
mend  mended  

Some past participles are 
irregular. These verbs do 
not follow a pattern:

build  built 
make  made
do  done

Spelling Rule
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a bike / fi x My sister had her bike � xed  last week. 

b pizza / deliver My aunt every Saturday. 

c cake / make  My parents for my birthday last month. 

d house / paint My grandparents today.  

7  What did you have done last month? Write four sentences.

5  Complete the text with the correct form of the verbs.

wash build paint repair cut

What a busy week! On Monday, we had the roof 

1 , and on Tuesday, we had a new wall 

2 around the garden. 

On Wednesday, I had my room 3 red, 

my favorite color! 

On Thursday, Mom had the car 4 . It looks 

so clean now! Oh, and yesterday, we all went to the 

hairstylist to have our hair 5 ! 

6   Complete the sentences. Use causative verbs.  

1

2

3

4
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Improve Your Writing

1  Read the sentences. Which sets of parentheses add extra information, and which 
explains the meaning of something? Write add or explain.

a The SFG (School Fundraising Group) meets every Friday. 

b Please send an email (or a text message) if you’re coming to the yard sale. 

c We need students (and parents, please) to help at the event. 

d Feel free to bring any items (old or new) to sell at the yard sale.

2  Add parentheses to the sentences.

a On a scale of 1 to 10 1 = not helpful and 10 = very helpful, how helpful are you?

On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 = not helpful and 10 = very helpful), how helpful are you?

b Are you free to help every Saturday or perhaps just one Saturday a month?

c Conservation charities there are lots of them do very important work.

d We’re fundraising for the NPCA National Parks Conservation Association. 

e We all need to protect parks and trees that includes you. 

We use parentheses to:

add extra information  

The fundraising event starts at 9 o’clock (but you can come earlier!).

or explain the meaning of something. 

We’re collecting money for the WFN (World Fund For Nature).

Parentheses
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Writing: A Letter 

READ1  Read the letter. What is the School Volunteer Society doing on April 20? 

3 EXPLORE2  Read the letter again. Answer the questions. 

a Who is the letter to? Circle the correct part of the letter. 

b Why would you go to this event? Underline the sentences that persuade you to come. 

c Where is the event? When is it? Circle the information in the letter. 

d How does the writer say goodbye? Circle or underline the correct part. 

April 5 

Dear students, 

Please come to our clean-up day at Greenview Wildlife 

Park on April 20! Greenview Wildlife Park is home 

to animals from around the world, including lions, 

elephants, giraffes, and tigers. But there’s a problem—

visitors often leave litter behind. 

We need your help to clean up the litter in the park to 

make it safer for the animals and a much nicer place to 

visit. We all need to take care of the community so that 

everyone can enjoy it. 

Please meet at the entrance to the park at 9:45 a.m.

After the cleanup, we are going to have a picnic (if the 

weather is good enough).

We hope you can all come!

Thank you, 

The School Volunteer Society
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EVENT

What is the 
activity/event?

Where is it?

When is it?

Why should 

people go?

What will

people do there?

Did you …

 start and end the letter in the right way? include persuasive language? 

 include practical information about the event?  include text in parentheses? 

CHECK

3 WRITE4  Write a letter about your event to students at your school. 

PLAN3  Think of an event like the one in the letter in Activity 1. Make notes.
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