
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-71544-7 — Architecture and Interiors of the Harems in Eighteenth-Century Istanbul
Deniz Türker , A. Hilâl Uğurlu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in the History of Constantinople
edited by

Peter Frankopan
University of Oxford

ARCHITECTURE AND

INTERIORS OF THE HAREMS

IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY

ISTANBUL

Deniz Türker

Rutgers University-New Brunswick

A. Hilâl Uğurlu

MEF University

www.cambridge.org/9781009715447
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-71544-7 — Architecture and Interiors of the Harems in Eighteenth-Century Istanbul
Deniz Türker , A. Hilâl Uğurlu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009715447

DOI: 10.1017/9781009715423

© Deniz Türker and A. Hilâl Uğurlu 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009715423

First published 2026

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this Element is available from
the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-71544-7 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-71543-0 Paperback

ISSN 2514-3891 (online)
ISSN 2514-3883 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on suchwebsites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°, 28003
Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

www.cambridge.org/9781009715447
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-71544-7 — Architecture and Interiors of the Harems in Eighteenth-Century Istanbul
Deniz Türker , A. Hilâl Uğurlu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Architecture and Interiors of the Harems

in Eighteenth-Century Istanbul

Elements in the History of Constantinople

DOI: 10.1017/9781009715423
First published online: June 2026

Deniz Türker
Rutgers University-New Brunswick

A. Hilâl Uğurlu
MEF University

Author for correspondence: Deniz Türker, deniz.turker@rutgers.edu

Abstract: This Element centers the architectural and material worlds
created by Ottoman imperial women, foregrounding their decisive role
in shaping Istanbul at the end of the eighteenth century. Focusing on
Mihrişah Valide Sultan and the sultan’s sisters and female relatives, it
examines how their patronage transformed the imperial harem at

Topkapı Palace and extended into a network of waterfront mansions,
charitable complexes, and suburban estates. Drawing on poetic

inscriptions, archival correspondence, and visual sources, the study
reconstructs the collaborative processes linking these women to
stewards, builders, and artisans. It argues that their domestic and
architectural interventions constituted powerful expressions of

authority, visibility, and political agency within the empire.
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