Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-69138-3 — Order, Authority, Nation

Neo-Socialism, Fascism, and Political Conversion in Interwar France
Mathieu Hikaru Desan

Frontmatter

More Information

Order, Authority, Nation

Order, Authority, Nation develops a sociological account of political
conversion from left to right through an examination of the histori-
cal case of Marcel Déat and the French neo-socialists. Déat and the
neo-socialists began their careers in the 1920s as democratic socialists
but became fascists and Nazi collaborators by the end of World War II.
While existing accounts of this transformation emphasize the ideologi-
cal continuity underlying neo-socialism and fascism, this book centers
the fundamentally discontinuous and relational character of political
conversion in its analysis. Highlighting the active part played by Déat
and the neo-socialists in their own reinvention at different moments
of their trajectory, it argues that political conversion is a phenomenon
defined not just by a change in belief but also, at its core, by how polit-
ical actors respond to changing political circumstances. This sociologi-
cal account of a phenomenon often treated polemically offers a unique
contribution to the sociology and history of socialism and fascism.

Mathieu Hikaru Desan is an assistant professor of sociology at the
University of Colorado Boulder. His research interests include social
theory political sociology and cultural sociology. His work has
appeared in Sociological Theory, Comparative Studies in Society and
History, and Critical Sociology, among other outlets.
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