Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

TRUTH COMMISSIONS AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

This book examines how truth commissions construct authoritative
accounts of conflict, and how they account for the plurality of accounts
across affected communities. Vazquez Guevara examines three of the
earliest and most influential truth commissions: Argentina (1983-1984),
Chile (1990-1991), and El Salvador (1992-1993), and examines how
relevant cultural objects support or counter the official account for each.
In doing so, she argues that these truth commissions drew on international
law to authorize their accounts of violent conflict, and that this had the
consequence of privileging an internationally authorized truth over other
truths, whilst simultaneously strengthening the authority of international
law over the post-conflict state. By demonstrating how truth commissions
turn to international law for authority, the book shows how this produces
an official account of past violence and promises of future community,
which fundamentally affects how communities live together in the
aftermath of violent conflict.

Valeria Vazquez Guevara is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law,
University of Hong Kong. She is a member of the Executive Committee
of the Law, Literature and Humanities Association of Australasia, and co-
convener of the European Society of International Law’s (ESIL) Critical
Approaches to International Law Interest Group. Her doctoral thesis won
The University of Melbourne Chancellor’s Prize for Excellence and
Melbourne Law School’s Harold Luntz Thesis Prize.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

LAW IN CONTEXT

Series editors
Professor Kenneth Armstrong
University of Cambridge
Professor Maksymilian Del Mar
Queen Mary, University of London
Professor Sally Sheldon
University of Bristol and University of Technology Sydney

Since 1970, the Law in Context series has been at the forefront of a movement to
broaden the study of law. The series is a vehicle for the publication of innovative
monographs and texts that treat law and legal phenomena critically in their
cultural, social, political, technological, environmental and economic contexts.
A contextual approach involves treating legal subjects broadly, using materials
from other humanities and social sciences, and from any other discipline that
helps to explain the operation in practice of the particular legal field or legal
phenomena under investigation. It is intended that this orientation is at once
more stimulating and more revealing than the bare exposition of legal rules. The
series includes original research monographs, coursebooks and textbooks that
foreground contextual approaches and methods. The series includes and
welcomes books on the study of law in all its contexts, including domestic legal
systems, European and international law, transnational and global legal
processes, and comparative law.

Books in the Series

Acosta: The National versus the Foreigner in South America: 200 Years of
Migration and Citizenship Law

Alaattinoglu: Grievance Formation, Rights and Remedies

Ali: Modern Challenges to Islamic Law

Alyagon Darr: Plausible Crime Stories: The Legal History of Sexual Offences
in Mandate Palestine

Anderson, Schum & Twining: Analysis of Evidence, 2nd Edition

Ashworth: Sentencing and Criminal Justice, 6th Edition

Barton & Douglas: Law and Parenthood

Baxi, McCrudden & Paliwala: Law’s Ethical, Global and Theoretical
Contexts: Essays in Honour of William Twining

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Beecher-Monas: Evaluating Scientific Evidence: An Interdisciplinary
Framework for Intellectual Due Process

Bell: French Legal Cultures

Bercusson: European Labour Law, 2nd Edition

Birkinshaw: European Public Law

Birkinshaw: Freedom of Information: The Law, the Practice and the Ideal,
4th Edition

Blick: Electrified Democracy: The Internet and the United Kingdom
Parliament in History

Broderick & Ferri: International and European Disability Law and Policy:
Text, Cases and Materials

Brownsword & Goodwin: Law and the Technologies of the Twenty-First
Century: Text and Materials

Cakal: Law and Torture: Widening the Apertures, from the Doctrinal to the
Critical

Cane & Goudkamp: Atiyah’s Accidents, Compensation and the Law, 9th
Edition

Clarke: Principles of Property Law

Clarke & Kohler: Property Law: Commentary and Materials

Collins: The Law of Contract, 4th Edition

Collins, Ewing & McColgan: Labour Law, 3rd Edition

Corrias, Law and Inhumanity: Dehumanization, Silent Claims and Atrocity
Crimes

Cowan: Housing Law and Policy

Cranston: Making Commercial Law Through Practice 1830-1970

Cranston: Legal Foundations of the Welfare State

Darian-Smith: Laws and Societies in Global Contexts: Contemporary
Approaches

Dauvergne: Making People Illegal: What Globalisation Means for
Immigration and Law

David: Kinship, Law and Politics: An Anatomy of Belonging

Davies: Perspectives on Labour Law, 2nd Edition

Dembour: Who Believes in Human Rights?: Reflections on the European
Convention

de Sousa Santos: Toward a New Legal Common Sense: Law, Globalization,
and Emancipation

Diduck: Law’s Families

Douglas-Scott: Brexit, Union, and Disunion: The Evolution of British
Constitutional Unsettlement

Dowdle: Transnational Law: A Framework for Analysis

Dupret: Positive Law from the Muslim World: Jurisprudence, History, Practices

Dutta: A Jurisprudence of Conversations: Law, Life and Feminism in Post-
colonial India

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Emon: Jurisdictional Exceptionalisms: Islamic Law, International Law, and
Parental Child Abduction

Estella: Legal Foundations of EU Economic Governance

Fortin: Children’s Rights and the Developing Law, 3rd Edition

Garnsey: The Justice of Visual Art: Creative State-Building in Times of
Political Transition

Garton, Probert & Bean: Moffat’s Trusts Law: Text and Materials, 7th Edition

Ghai & Woodman: Practising Self-Government: A Comparative Study of
Autonomous Regions

Glover-Thomas: Reconstructing Mental Health Law and Policy

Gobert & Punch: Rethinking Corporate Crime

Goldman: Globalisation and the Western Legal Tradition: Recurring
Patterns of Law and Authority

Goodrich, Kimmel & Meyler: Performing Law: Actors, Affects, Spaces

Graber: The Technosystem of Free Speech: Enriching Fundamental Rights
in a Digital Society

Haack: Evidence Matters: Science, Proof, and Truth in the Law

Harlow & Rawlings: Law and Administration, 4th Edition

Harris: An Introduction to Law, 8th Edition

Harris, Campbell & Halson: Remedies in Contract and Tort, 2nd Edition

Harvey: Seeking Asylum in the UK: Problems and Prospects

Herring: Law and the Relational Self

Hervey & McHale: European Union Health Law: Themes and Implications

Hervey & McHale: Health Law and the European Union

Holder & Lee: Environmental Protection, Law and Policy: Text and
Materials, 2nd Edition

Hommes: The Convention and the Kingdom: How the Netherlands Received
the European Convention on Human Rights

Jackson & Summers: The Internationalisation of Criminal Evidence: Beyond
the Common Law and Civil Law Traditions

Jeutner: The Reasonable Person: A Legal Biography

Katila: Imagining Transitional Justice: The Construction of Meaning in the
Arts and Law

Kennedy: Inducing Intimacy: Deception, Consent and the Law

Kostakopoulou: The Future Governance of Citizenship

Kreiczer-Levy: Destabilized Property: Property Law in the Sharing Economy

Kubal: Immigration and Refugee Law in Russia: Socio-Legal Perspectives

Lewis: Choice and the Legal Order: Rising above Politics

Likosky: Law, Infrastructure and Human Rights

Likosky: Transnational Legal Processes: Globalisation and Power Disparities

Lixinski: Legalized Identities: Cultural Heritage Law and the Shaping of
Transitional Justice

Loughnan: Self, Others and the State: Relations of Criminal Responsibility

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Lunney: A History of Australian Tort Law 1901-1945: England’s Obedient
Servant?

Maughan & Webb: Lawyering Skills and the Legal Process, 2nd Edition

McGaughey: Principles of Enterprise Law

McGlynn: Families and the European Union: Law, Politics and Pluralism

Mertens: A Philosophical Introduction to Human Rights

Miller: An Introduction to German Law and Legal Culture: Text and Materials

Moffat: Trusts Law: Text and Materials

Monti: EC Competition Law

Morgan: Contract Law Minimalism: A Formalist Restatement of Commercial
Contract Law

Morgan & Yeung: An Introduction to Law and Regulation: Text and
Materials

Nash: British Islam and English Law: A Classical Pluralist Perspective

Ng: Political Censorship in British Hong Kong: Freedom of Expression and
the Law (1842-1997)

Nicola & Davies: EU Law Stories: Contextual and Critical Histories of
European Jurisprudence

Norrie: Crime, Reason and History: A Critical Introduction to Criminal Law,
3rd Edition

Norrie: Rethinking Criminal Justice: Punishment, Abolition And Moral
Psychology

O’Dair: Legal Ethics: Text and Materials

Oliver: Common Values and the Public—Private Divide

Oliver & Drewry: The Law and Parliament

Palmer & Roberts: Dispute Processes: ADR and the Primary Forms of
Decision-Making, 1st Edition

Palmer & Roberts: Dispute Processes: ADR and the Primary Forms of
Decision-Making, 3rd Edition

Petersen: Practices of Restitution: Law and Aesthetics in Modern Germany

Picciotto: International Business Taxation

Pieraccini: Regulating the Sea: A Socio-Legal Analysis of English Marine
Protected Areas

Probert: The Changing Legal Regulation of Cohabitation, 1600-2010: From
Fornicators to Family, 1600-2010

Qiao: The Authoritarian Commons: Neighborhood Democratization in
Urban China

Radi: Rules and Practices of International Investment Law and
Arbitration

Reed: Internet Law: Text and Materials

Richardson: Law, Process and Custody

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Roberts & Palmer: Dispute Processes: ADR and the Primary Forms of
Decision-Making, 2nd Edition

Rowbottom: Democracy Distorted: Wealth, Influence and Democratic Politics

Sauter: Public Services in EU Law

Scott & Black: Cranston’s Consumers and the Law

Seneviratne: Ombudsmen: Public Services and Administrative Justice

Seppéanen: Ideological Conflict and the Rule of Law in Contemporary China:
Useful Paradoxes

Siems: Comparative Law, 3rd Edition

Stapleton: Product Liability

Stewart: Gender, Law and Justice in a Global Market

Tamanaha: Law as a Means to an End: Threat to the Rule of Law

Taylor: Fortin’s Children’s Rights and the Developing Law, 4th Edition

Trundle: Injurious Law: Nuclear Exposure and the Harms of Redress

Tuori: Properties of Law: Modern Law and After

Turpin & Tomkins: British Government and the Constitution: Text and
Materials, 7th Edition

Twining: General Jurisprudence: Understanding Law from a Global
Perspective

Twining: Globalisation and Legal Theory

Twining: Human Rights, Southern Voices: Francis Deng, Abdullahi An-
Na’im, Yash Ghai and Upendra Baxi

Twining: Jurist in Context: A Memoir

Twining: Karl Llewellyn and the Realist Movement, 2nd Edition

Twining: Rethinking Evidence: Exploratory Essays, 2nd Edition

Twining & Miers: How to Do Things with Rules, 5th Edition

Varney: Disability, Human Rights and Contract Law

Wan: Film and Constitutional Controversy: Visualizing Hong Kong Identity
in the Age of ‘One Country, Two Systems’

Ward: A Critical Introduction to European Law, 3rd Edition

Ward: Law, Text, Terror

Ward: Shakespeare and Legal Imagination

Watt: The Making Sense of Politics, Media, and Law: Rhetorical Performance
as Invention, Creation, Production

Wells & Quick: Lacey, Wells and Quick: Reconstructing Criminal Law: Text
and Materials, 4th Edition

Woodhead: Caring for Cultural Heritage: An Integrated Approach to Legal
and Ethical Initiatives in the United Kingdom

Yeung and Ranchordas: An Introduction to Law and Regulation: Text and
Materials, 2nd Edition

Young: Turpin and Tomkins’ British Government and the Constitution: Text
and Materials, 8th Edition

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Zander: Cases and Materials on the English Legal System, 10th Edition
Zander: The Law-Making Process, 6th Edition

International Journal of Law in Context: A Global Forum
for Interdisciplinary Legal Studies

The International Journal of Law in Context is the companion journal to the
Law in Context book series and provides a forum for interdisciplinary legal
studies and offers intellectual space for ground-breaking critical research.
It publishes contextual work about law and its relationship with other
disciplines including but not limited to science, literature, humanities,
philosophy, sociology, psychology, ethics, history and geography. More
information about the journal and how to submit an article can be found
at http://journals.cambridge.org/ijc

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

TRUTH COMMISSIONS AND

INTERNATIONAL LAW

Jurisdiction, Representation, Authority

Valeria Vazquez Guevara

The University of Hong Kong

J UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

@Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009679978

DOI: 10.1017/9781009679961
© Valeria Vazquez Guevara 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009679961
First published 2026

Cover image: Girls learning traditional embroidery in the Colomoncagua Salvadoran
refugee camp in Honduras. Photograph by Steve Cagan

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Vazquez Guevara, Valeria author
Title: Truth commissions and international law : jurisdiction, representation,
authority / Valeria Vazquez Guevara.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press,
2026. | Series: Law in context (lic) | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2025052178 | ISBN 9781009679978 hardback | ISBN
9781009679992 paperback | ISBN 9781009679961 ebook
Subjects: LCSH: Truth commissions | Reparation (Criminal justice) | Jurisdiction
(International law) | Transitional justice | Restitution | Human rights | Conflict
management
Classification: LCC K970 .V39 2026
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025052178

ISBN 978-1-009-67997-8 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°, 28003
Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

a mama, Claudia
a papa, Rail
a mi hermano, Abraham
por la profundidad de su amor

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Lust of Figures
Preface
Acknowledgments
Note on the Text

1 Truth Commissions and International Law: Jurisdiction,

Representation, Authority . . . ... ... ... .. ....

Receiving Truth Commissions through International Law

S Ot s 00 N

Conclusion: Truth Commissions and the Authority

of International Law . . . . . . ... .. .. ... .....

Select Bibliography
Index

X111

Invoking the Promises of International Law . . . . . . ..
Using the Language of Human Rights . . . . .. ... ..

Linking the ‘Local’ to the ‘International’ . ... ... ..

page xiv
XV
xXii

XXViil

191

... 223

226
246

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law

Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

2.1

2.2

3.2

3.3

4.1

4.2

Figures

Fence surrounding the Casa Rosada with banners protesting
against the IMF (FMI in Spanish) during the Madres de Plaza de
Mayo’s weekly demonstration in Buenos Aires (Argentina). The
banner says: “Out IMF.” Photograph by Valeria Vazquez Guevara
(2018). . . .
Banner protesting against the IMF (FMI in Spanish) hanging from
the street fence of the Park of Memory and Human Rights

in Buenos Aires (Argentina). Banner says: “Yes to national
sovereignty. No to the agreement with the IMF.” Photograph by
Valeria Vazquez Guevara (2018). . . ... ... . ... .....
Esplanade or Memory Square at the Museum of Memory and
Human Rights in Santiago (Chile). Photograph by Valeria Vazquez
Guevara (2018). . . . . . . .. L
UDHR in Braille (left) and Camnitzer’s “The Museum is a School”
(right) at the Museum of Memory and Human Rights in Santiago
(Chile). Photograph by Valeria Vazquez Guevara (2018).

UDHR (right) and “Asylum-Exile” staircase (center) at Memory
Square at the Museum of Memory and Human Rights in Santiago
(Chile). Photograph by Valeria Vazquez Guevara (2018).

Author Unknown. “Esta es la Historia.” Undated — 1980s. Museo
de la Palabra y la Imagen in San Salvador (El Salvador).
Reproduced with permission of the museum. . . ... ... ..
“Learning manualidad — embroidery” at the Colomoncagua
Salvadoran refugee camp in Honduras. Photograph by Steve Cagan
(www.stevecagan.com) (1988). Reproduced with permission of the

photographer. . . . ... ... o o oo o

X1V

page 82

83

105

108

111

155

162

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

Since the 1990s, Truth Commissions have expanded the scope of their
investigations and increased their presence around the world." Truth
Commissions are now being established to investigate not only state
violence during a dictatorship or armed conflict, but also the legacies
of colonialism and slavery, and other forms of violence against society. In
the United States, in the wake of the 2020 killing of George Floyd, there
have been calls to establish a nationwide “Truth, Racial Healing, and
Transformation Commission.”® Across the Atlantic, in January 2021,
a report commissioned by French president Emmanuel Macron recom-
mended “the creation of a mixed French-Algerian ‘truth and memory

999

commission’” to address “issues of memories” during Algeria’s independ-

ence war against French rule.” In Australia, in the same year, the State of
Victoria authorized the Yoorrook Justice Commission,4 a “truth-telling
process” to inquire into “contemporary and historical injustices commit-

ted against Aboriginal Victorians since colonization.” In the Philippines,

I explain this in greater detail in Chapter 1. For an overview of Truth Commissions, see
generally, Jeremy Sarkin, “Introduction,” in The Global Impact and Legacy of Truth
Commissions, Jeremy Sarkin (ed) (Intersentia, 2019).

2 United States Congress, Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13], H.Con.Res.19 — Urging the
Establishment of a United States Commission on Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation
(25 February 2021).

Benjamin Stora, Les Questions Mémorielles Portant sur la Colonisation et la Guerre d’Algérie
(Présidence de la République, 2021).

Victoria State Government, Letlers Patent for the Royal Commission to be known as Yoo-rrook
Justice Commission, Register of Patents Book No 47 Page 174 (12 May 2021).

Victoria State Government, Premier of Victoria, “Media Release: Historic Truth-

ot

Telling Commissioners Appointed” (14 May 2021). www.premier.vic.gov.au/historic-
truth-telling-commissioners-appointed.

XV
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PREFACE

in the wake of the International Criminal Court’s arrest of former presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte for his purported war on drugs,® politicians and
groups of victims are advocating for a Truth Commission to “expose why
it happened, who enabled it, and how we make sure it never happens
again.”7 In Bangladesh, following the 2024 social uprising that brought
down Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the Yunus interim government
announced that it would create a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to “build national unity” to address a long history of state
violence.® In Syria, in 2025, interim president Ahmed al-Sharaa
announced the establishment of a National Transitional Justice
Commission to “expos[e] the truth about the grave violations commit-
ted” during Bashar al-Assad’s presidency.” Meanwhile, with the Israeli

government’s ongoing systematic violence against Palestinians, especially

% International Criminal Court, “Press Release: Situation in the Philippines: Rodrigo
Roa Duterte in ICC Custody” (12 March 2025). www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-philip
pines-rodrigo-roa-duterte-icc-custody.

Thanks to Alex Dela Cruz for bringing this to my attention. Carlo Caoile, ““Truth
Commission’ needed following Rodrigo Duterte’s ICC arrest — Kristina Conti,”
Bilyonaryo News Channel (12 April 2025). https://bnc.ph/truth-commission-needed-f
ollowing-rodrigo-dutertes-icc-arrest-kristina-conti/news/; Delon Porcalla, “With Time
Running Out, Truth Commission on EJKs Proposed,” The Philippine Star
(23 January 2025). www.philstar.com/headlines/2025/01/23/2416221/time-run
ning-out-truth-commission-ejks-proposed.

Mubashar Hasan, “Yunus Should Prioritize Probe into Enforced Disappearances
Under Hasina’s Rule,” The Diplomat (24 August 2024). https://thediplomat.com/20
24/08/yunus-should-prioritize-probe-into-enforced-disappearances-under-hasinas-ru
le/. The new government headed by Yunus did establish a commission of inquiry. See
Julhas Alam, “Bangladesh’s Government led by Yunus signs UN Convention Involving
Enforced Disappearance,” AP (29 August 2024). https://apnews.com/article/hasina-
yunus-bangladesh-enforced-disappearance-convention-418b7048c649bc541e64
d33869876c84; Staff Correspondent, “Truth and Reconciliation Commission to Be
Formed: Asif Nazrul,” Prothom Alo (10 May 2025). https://en.prothomalo.com/ban
gladesh/politics/uojx4w46tp.

Two commissions were announced, a National Transitional Justice Commission and
a Commission for Missing Persons. The former works as a Truth Commission. Reuters,
“Syria Forms Transitional Justice, Missing Persons Commissions,” Reulers (18 May 2025).
www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syria-forms-transitional-justice-missing-persons-c
ommissions-2025-05-18/; AFP Damascus, “Syria Announces Commissions for Missing
Persons, Transitional Justice,” France24 (17 May 2025). www.france24.com/en/live-ne
ws/20250517-syria-announces-commissions-for-missing-persons-transitional-justice.

XVI
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PREFACE

since October 2023 under Benjamin Netanyahu, the possibility of

C . .10
a Truth Commission is being raised again.

Truth Commissions, it would seem, have never been more popular.
Perhaps that is because, in their endeavor to deliver truth as justice,
Truth Commissions present themselves as grounded in, and responsive
to, national constituencies. And yet ‘the international’ continues to loom
large. Soon after Syria announced its plan to establish a Truth
Commission in 2025, prominent international human rights and transi-
tional justice organizations — Amnesty International, the International
Center for Transitional Justice, Human Rights Watch — reacted by issuing
their own statements.'' While they welcomed Syria’s announcement,
their concern was to emphasize the international standards that had to

be observed in any truth-telling process.12 In its press release, the

10" Tor a recent discussion see as example, Ahmed Moor, “The Palestine-Israel Nightmare
Won’t End Until We Accept These Basic Truths,” The Guardian (8 July 2024). www.theg
uardian.com/world/article/2024/jul /08 /palestine-israel-gaza-war-end. For a recent ini-
tiative featuring Ruti Teitel (the most renowned transitional justice scholar) and Pablo de
Greiff (inaugural UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth, Justice, Reparation
and Guarantees of Non-Recurrence), see Minerva Center for the Rule of Law under
Extreme Conditions at the University of Haifa and the Clinical Legal Education Center
(CLEC) at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “International Webinar: Transitional
Justice for Israel-Palestine in Comparative Perspective” (5 June 2025). www.allmep.org/
all-events/transitionaljustice-for-israel-palestine-in-comparative-perspectivejune-5-2025-
nternational-webinar-the-minerva-center-for-the-rule-of-law-under-extreme-conditions-a
tthe-univ/. For older pieces see, Zinaida Miller, “Settling with History: A Hybrid
Commission of Inquiry for Israel/Palestine,” Harvard Human Rights Journal, vol 20
(2007); Adrien Katherine Wing, “A Truth and Reconciliation Commission for
Palestine/Israel: Healing Spirit Injuries?” Transnational Law & Contemporary Problems vol
17, no 1 (2008).

Amnesty International, “Press Release. Syria: New Government Must Prioritize Justice
and Truth Measures to Prevent Further Abuse” (16 May 2025). www.amnesty.org/en/
latest/news/2025/05/syria-new-government-must-prioritize-justice-and-truth-meas
ures-to-prevent-further-abuse/; Alice Autin/Human Rights Watch, “Syria’s Transitional
Justice Commission: A Missed Opportunity for Victim-Led Justice” (19 May 2025). www
.hrw.org/news/2025/05/19/syrias-transitionaljustice-commission-missed-opportun
ity-victim-ledjustice; International Center for Transitional Justice, “Press Release: ICT]
Welcomes Establishment of Syria’s New National Commissions for Transitional Justice
and the Missing” (22 May 2025). www.ictj.org/latest-news/ictj-welcomes-establishment-
syria’s-new-national-commissions-transitional-justice-and.

Amnesty International, “Press Release”; Alice Autin/Human Rights Watch, “Syria’s
Transitional Justice Commission”; International Center for Transitional Justice,
“Press Release.”

XVII1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

PREFACE

International Center for Transitional Justice made sure to highlight its
role in the Syrian initiative (having “worked closely with Syrian partners
to lay the groundwork for a national justice and reconciliation
process”);'? while Human Rights Watch stressed the importance of work-
ing with international organizations (urging Syria to “build on successful
examples of collaboration between UN mechanisms and victims’
groups”).'* That Syria’s truth-telling initiative would have an inter-
national dimension is not exceptional. Historically, international law
and its institutions has provided a means to make visible different
forms of violence and to mobilize solidarity against it.'” But international
law and its institutions has also had the effect of mobilizing and privil-
eging certain understandings of what ‘truth-telling’ involves, including
how it should be conducted and the kinds of truths that should be
privileged. These are typically packaged in the institutional form of the
‘Truth Commission’.

The influence of the international can be seen in the Yoorrook Justice
Commission, at work on the country of the Wurundjeri Peoples of the
Kulin Nations, in Australia, my home for most of the writing of this

book.'® The Yoorrook Justice Commission was established as part of the

> International Center for Transitional Justice, “Press Release: ICT] Welcomes
Establishment.”

Autin, “Syria’s Transitional Justice Commission.”

See as examples the events discussed in Mohammed Bedjaoui, Towards a New
International Economic Order (Holmes & Meier, 1979); Jochen von Bernstorff and
Philipp Dann (eds) The Battle for International Law: South-North Perspectives on the
Decolonization Era (Oxford University Press, 2019); Nicolds Perrone, “Solidarity &
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,” Progressive International
(29 March 2023). https://progressive.international /blueprint/0e48{7d6-6897-46¢8-
9e7e-05b26b027cbf-perrone-past-and-future-new-international-economic-orders-is-so
lidarity-their-keystone/en; Claerwen O’Hara and Valeria Vazquez Guevara, “Salvador
Allende, Populism and an International Law of Solidarity,” NUS Centre for International
Law Dialogues (19 December 2023). https://cil.nus.edu.sg/blogs/salvador-allende-p
opulism-and-an-international-law-of-solidarity/. Most recently, South Africa’s geno-
cide case against Israel at the International Court of Justice (2023, ongoing),
International Court of Justice, “Latest Developments: Application of the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the
Gaza Strip (South Africa v. Israel).” www.icj-cij.org/case/192.

This place is called Naarm, which is one place in the country of the Wurundjeri
Peoples of the Kulin Nations. Its settler-colonial name is City of Melbourne.
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Victorian Government’s response to the First Peoples’ Assembly of
Victoria’s call “for a truth and justice process.”17 Along with substantial
involvement of the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria,'® there has also
been close engagement with international Truth Commission models.
This has provoked different reactions. Some have celebrated the estab-
lishment of the Commission by drawing comparisons with other ‘success-
ful’ Truth Commissions, notably South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (1995-2003), and Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (2008-2015)."Y Others, however, have raised concerns
about international influence over the Yoorrook Justice Commission
process. One especially influential voice has been First Nations’ leader,
Cobble Cobble woman and professor of law, Megan Davis.?’ For Davis,
the recent global push for, and celebration of, Indigenous truth-telling
processes in the form of Truth Commissions has not led to meaningful

justice outcomes.?! She cautions against modelling these processes after

17 Yoorrook Justice Commission. yoorrookjusticecommission.org.au.
18 Victoria State Government, Premier of Victoria, “Media Release: Historic Truth-
Telling Commissioners Appointed.”
19 See for example, Lorena Allam, “Victoria to Set Up Australia’s First Truth and Justice
Commission to Recognise Wrongs Against Aboriginal People,” The Guardian
(11 July 2020). www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jul/11/victoria-to-se...
tralias-first-truth-telling-commission-led-by-first-peoples-assembly; ~ Harry =~ Hobbs,
“Drawing History into the Present: Victoria Takes Up the Challenge of Truth-
Telling,” Inside Story (16 March 2021). insidestory.org.au/drawing-history-into-the-pr
esent/; Michael Fowler and Ashleigh McMillan, “‘Deep Sadness, Deep Joy’: Victoria’s
Truth-Telling Commissioners Announced,” The Age (14 May 2021). www.theage.com
.au/national /victoria/deep-sadness-deep-joy-victoria-s-truth-telling-commissioners-a
nnounced-20210514-p57rvw.html.
20" Professor Megan Davis is a constitutional lawyer, and one of the designers and drafters
of the Uluru Statement from the Heart. The Uluru Statement is a constitutional dialogue
and reform process coming from, and led by, First Nations peoples from across the
Australian continent. It seeks to achieve meaningful voice in political institutions,
treaty-making with the Australian state (Makarrata), and truth-telling as a deeply First
Nations-centered process, not as something “that has to be done by a truth and
reconciliation commission.” See Contact Magazine, “Voice, Treaty, Truth: Q&A
with Professor Megan Davis,” Contact Magazine (2020). https://stories.uq.edu.au/co
ntact-magazine/2020/voice-treaty-truth/; Megan Davis and George Williams,
Everything You Need to Know about the Uluru Statement from the Heart (NewSouth
Publishing, 2021).
21 Megan Davis, “The Truth about Truth-Telling,” The Monthly (2 December 2021). www
.themonthly.com.au/issue/2021/december/1638277200/megan-davis/ truth-about-
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other internationally acclaimed Truth Commissions, endorsed and pro-
moted by transitional justice actors.*?

In the case of the Yoorrook Justice Commission, two additional actors
were involved in its design (alongside the First Peoples’ Assembly of
Victoria and the Victorian Government). These were the New York-
based International Center for Transitional Justice, and the Washington-
based George Mason University Mary Hoch Centre for Reconciliation.*
As the Victorian Government explained, the formation of the Yoorrook
Justice Commission had “incorporated advice from [these] international
experts on best-practice in truth telling.”** In particular, the
International Center for Transitional Justice was directly involved in

25

shortlisting and nominating the Yoorrook Commissioners,” using

aselection process that “aligned with international best practice in truth-
telling.”26 Not much else has been said, officially, about the participation
of these transitional justice actors, and it is too early to know the extent of
their influence, or the influence of their Truth Commission models, over
the Yoorrook Justice Commission and its resulting account of the truth.
Despite this — or perhaps because of this — Davis’ words remain hard to
ignore: “Beware the ally spruiking truth.”?’

The purpose of this book is to take the warning seriously. It does so by
asking how Truth Commissions produce an authoritative account of past
violence and promises of future community; and it asks this as a question
of law. This is all the more important when it appears that law is absent

from the work of a Truth Commission. This question, and the answer that

truth-telling. Davis specifically discussed critiques to the Canadian Truth Commission
which focused on the violence suffered by First Nations children at the Indian
Residential Schools program.
2 Ibid.
2% Victoria State Government, First Peoples-State Relations, “Outcomes: Establishing
a Truth and Justice Process” (1 November 2021). www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.a
u/advancing-victorian-treaty-process-annual-report-2020-21/outcomes-establishing-
truth-and-justice.
' Ibid.
Victoria State Government, Premier of Victoria, “Media Release: Historic Truth-
Telling Commissioners Appointed.”
26 Victoria State Government, First Peoples-State Relations, “Outcomes: Establishing
a Truth and Justice Process.”

27 Davis, “The Truth about Truth-Telling.”
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the book offers — an answer that finds (international) law to be central to
the work of Truth Commissions — is not just an intellectual concern for
me. It is also deeply personal. The Salvadoran post-conflict state, where
I spent my childhood, was profoundly shaped by the post-Cold War
expansion of international law and its institutions across the Global
South. I was born in San Salvador on November 22, 1989, during the
final days of the Salvadoran civil war. Eleven days before, the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) guerrillas had successfully
launched their final offensive to seize the capital city of San Salvador.
This precipitated a process that led to the signing of the Chapultepec
Peace Agreement, which established the UN-led Truth Commission. It is
in the shadow of this Truth Commission that I studied law and undertook
the graduate research that has culminated in this book, which is why it
cannot be entirely separated from my heritage in El Salvador or experi-

ences growing up in Spain and living and working in Australia.

XXI

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

Beyond the intellectual and professional training involved in writing
one’s first monograph, the process has also been personally formative.
Through the more than five years that it took to research and write this
book, I discovered something that the Irish poet Seamus Heaney once
observed: “getting started, keeping going, getting started again — in art
and in life, itseems . . . is the essential rhythm not only of achievement but
of survival.” Undertaking a major research project like this can certainly
be experienced as an exercise in “getting started, keeping going,” again
and again and again. Yet, I received the gift of not going through this
alone, but accompanied by a community who made it a real pleasure.
This book first took the form of a PhD thesis at Melbourne Law School
(MLS). At MLS I found a wonderfully collegial and supportive academic
environment. Sundhya Pahuja and Shaun McVeigh played a crucial role
in making MLS an intellectual community. So many great things can be
said about the joint supervision of Sundhya and Shaun, but I would just
like to thank them for their sustained intellectual care, the laughs during
supervision, the freedom to explore and ask questions, and their gener-
ous but necessarily tough feedback. I thank Sundhya for her characteris-
tic human touch, genuine spirit of service to others, and for paving the
way for her students and mentees. As a supervisor and mentor, Sundhya
has shown me that one can be a brilliant scholar while remaining kind
and generous. I thank Shaun for listening with such care and wisdom. As
a supervisor, and through his scholarship, Shaun has shown me that slow
and discrete scholarship can be an intellectually and personally enrich-
ing lifelong journey worth embarking on. My gratitude also goes to my

thesis examiners, Vasuki Nesiah and Sarah Ramshaw, whose careful and

XXI11

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

generous feedback provided the boost that I needed to keep believing
that the thesis could be a book. At Cambridge University Press, I am
grateful to the Law in Context series editors, especially Maks del Mar for
his kindness and for seeing the potential in this book; to Toby Ginsburg
and Gemma Smith for their guidance and patience throughout the
publication process; and to the two anonymous readers for their support-
ive and helpful feedback.

At MLS T also want to thank Peter Rush, who served as my academic
assessor. I thank Peter not only for his scholarship, from which I have
learnt so much, but also for his constant support and generous engage-
ment with my work, and for helping me to take my first steps as a teacher
in his course. I am also grateful to Margaret Young for offering the
support I needed when the weight of the PhD, and life, became unbear-
ably heavy. At MLS, I have been fortunate to be part of the Institute for
International Law and the Humanities (IILAH). IILAH and its members
quickly became a welcoming community, and a source of lifelong friend-
ships, especially the ‘IILAH gang.” To Claerwen O’Hara, Tim Lindgren,
Caitlin Murphy, Nina Araneta-Alana, André Dao, Danish Sheik, Jo
Commins, Alex Dela Cruz, Sanam Amin, and Haris Jamil — thank you
for your friendship, the parties, agreeing to eat all those French fries (or
is it chips?), and for the conversations about ‘jurisdiction’ in the journey
to finding our ‘law question.” Special thanks to Claerwen: I could have
not wished for a more generous, genuine, and super fun ‘PhD sibling’
with whom to share the PhD years, and life beyond them. Also thanks to
Caitlin for the gift of her friendship over the years. And to the ‘elders’ of
the gang — Robi Rado, Andrea Leiter, and Laura Petersen — thank you for
providing the sort of wise advice that emerges from experience. Thank
you for your friendship, for listening, and for offering encouragement
when I needed it — about life and law — in order to keep going. I am also
grateful to the broader PhD community at MLS. I could not have wished
for a better PhD community with whom to share the doctoral studies, life,
and many coffees at Seven Seeds. Thank you to Anna Dziedzic, Dewi
Apsari, Arturo Villagran, Will Phillips, Sebastian Rioseco, Liz Sheargold,
Neha Mishra, Odette Mazel, Luis Bogliolo, Marnie Lloyd, Balawyn Jones,
Anjalee de Silva, Sayomi Ariyawansa, Tess Whitton, Sebastian Machado,

Liam Elphick, Philippa Duell-Pining, Darshan Datar, Toerin van Wyc,

XXIT1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

and Anna Saunders. Across IILAH, MLS, and other institutions, I also
want to thank Kathleen Birrell, James Parker, Maria Elander, Cait Storr,
Adil Hassan Khan, Ann Genovese, Hilary Charlesworth, Anne Orford,
Julia Dehm, Di Otto, Olivia Barr, Fabia Vecoso, Emma Nyhan, Alice
Palmer, Tim D. Peters, Kathryn Greenman, Linda Steele, and Rachel
Killean. I am also indebted to the Office for Research at MLS: thanks to
Bec Croser, Ade Suharto, and Steph Johnson for their support in helping
me to navigate all the administrative responsibilities of my candidature.
I also want to give special thanks to Connor Foley, who was a crucial
teacher and collaborator in organizing academic events. The research
for this book would have been impossible without the outstanding sup-
port of the librarians of the University of Melbourne. Thank you for
providing all the scholarly and archival materials I needed to pursue
this research — even when we were going through the different COVID-
19 lockdowns. It is also with deep gratitude that I thank Australians for
financially supporting my research through the publicly funded PhD
scholarship program (University of Melbourne Research Scholarship
[2017-2020] and the Australian Government Research Training
Program Scholarship [2020-2022]). In a world in which education is
increasingly privatized, having wellfunded public research universities is
more important than ever — not least to help us to imagine and create
better ways of living in this world.

I completed this book at the Faculty of Law of the University of
Hong Kong (HKU). I am grateful for all the support and encouragement
I have received from many colleagues and mentors since joining HKU in
2023. Jed Kroncke has been a generous and supportive mentor; Scott
Veitch and Marco Wan have been welcoming beyond imagination, as well
as personally and intellectually generous since day one; John Murphy
read portions of the manuscript and became a supportive mentor. Sida
Liu, Cora Chan, Simon N. M. Young, and Michael Ng helped me to find
my feet at my new institution; and, either over coffee or spontaneously in
the hallways of Cheng Yu Tung Tower, Hui Jing, Massimo Lando, Jiahui
Duan, and Steffano Osella have offered memorable chitchats. Finally,
I also thank the Faculty’s leadership, especially Dean Fu, and professional
staff, Agnes Ip and Victoria Kwok, for their ongoing support and

assistance.

XXV

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

An important part of this research project involved visiting Argentina,
Chile, and El Salvador. While it is likely that the arguments in this book
do not reflect their views, I am forever grateful to the following people
and institutions for their time and for generously sharing their insights.
In Argentina I thank Juan Pablo Scarfi (University of San Andrés, now at
Pontifical Catholic University of Chile), Roberto Gargarella (Torcuato Di
Tella University), the staff at the National Archives of Memory, and
Mothers of Plaza de Mayo. In Chile, I am grateful to Cristian Correa
(International Center for Transitional Justice), Maria Luisa Sepulveda
(Museum of Memory and Human Rights), Juan René Maureira (José
Domingo Canas Memory House), José Manuel Rodriguez (Museum of
Memory and Human Rights), Tomas Vial (Diego Portales University),
and Joaquin Castillo (Instituto de Estudios de la Sociedad). In El
Salvador, sincere gratitude goes to Carlos ‘Santiago’ Henriquez
Consalvi (Museum of the Word and the Image), Manuel Escalante
(Human Rights Institute of the Central American University), Nelson
Rauda Zablah (EI Faro), and Oscar Martinez Penate.

Many parts of this book were written during writing retreats with
special friends. Writing retreats with Shane Chalmers, Tim Lindgren,
and Caitlin Murphy on the Great Ocean Road were a reminder that one
must persevere (when they went surfing and left me writing), but more
importantly, that deep and honest conversations among friends are
something to be cherished. The original magical Walkerville writing
retreats with Shane and Christoph Sperfeldt were crucial reminders
that friends are the family that we choose — especially when they cook
for you! I also want to thank those friends who kept sharing life with me
one way or the other despite my absences and often long silences: Eva
Arjona, Ainhoa Martinez, Mariola Guijarro, Miriam Mejias, Mayra Tirira,
Quique Martinez, Nelson Melgar, Ivain Meléndez, Becca Williams, Kata
Fodor, Fran and Gabby Caceres, Rebe Marti and Felipe Zelaya, and my
cousin Samuel Guevara.

I have been very fortunate to grow up surrounded by my extended
family’s love and support — even across time and place. I thank my
maternal grandfather Samuel Guevara for being there for my mom,
and for us. On my dad’s side, I thank everyone in the Vasquez Garcia

family for bringing us together through an admirable spirit of loving

XXV

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009679978
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-67997-8 — Truth Commissions and International Law
Valeria Vazquez Guevara

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

generosity and unconditional support. To Lindy and Jim Chalmers,
thank you for lovingly welcoming me into your family, and for all those
wonderful evenings at the blue bench. To Petr and Ben Chalmers, thank
you for all the good times and adventures, and for your world-class barista
coffees.

To my parents, Claudia and Radl, and to my brother, Abraham, thank
you for the depth of your love. To Mamd: for your inspiring creative spirit,
and for teaching me that the most important thing in life is to learn to
love unconditionally because God loved us first. To Papd: for your inspir-
ing optimism, and for teaching me that there is beauty and blessing in
remaining a student because we all inherit, and will leave, a spiritual
legacy. To Abraham, thank you for being my friend, and for exemplifying
what a life of honesty, kindness, and perseverance means (and thata dose
of stubbornness does not hurt!).

To my husband Shane thank you for being the most exceptionally
loving and selfless comparniero. More important than your intellectual
brilliance, it is your humbleness and your ability to listen (and ask
questions) with an open heart that remains a source of inspiration in
my life and academic work. That I get to share this life with you is the
greatest blessing I have received.

deskok

Earlier and shorter versions of Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 are published in
“Prologue to Truth: Argentina’s National Commission on the
Disappeared and the Authority of International Law,” Leiden Journal of
International Law, vol 35, no 1 (2022); “Crafting the Lawful Truth: Chile’s
1990 Truth Commission, International Human Rights and the Museum
of Memory,” London Review of Inlernational Law, vol 7, no 2 (2019); and
“Living Together after Violent Conflict: Museum-Making as Lawful
Truth-Making,” in Routledge Handbook of International Law and the
Humanities, Shane Chalmers and Sundhya Pahuja (eds) (Routledge,
2021). These publications use the material to advance a different argu-

ment to the one developed in this book.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE ON THE COVER

The cover image is a photograph by Steve Cagan, who has generously
granted permission to reproduce it. Steve and Beth Cagan documented
the lives of Salvadorans in the UNHCR refugee camps in Honduras
during the civil war in the 1980s. The cover image portrays a group of
Salvadoran girls learning the artisan tradition of embroidery while living
at the camps. Steve and Beth’s ethnographic work is one of the few
records bearing witness to the everyday lives, and courage to live life
against all odds, of the Salvadoran refugees during the war. This work can
be found in their books, El Salvador: La Tierra Prometida (Ediciones
Arcoiris, 1993) and This Promised Land, El Salvador (Rutgers University
Press, 1991). For Steve’s photographic work, see: www.stevecagan.com

and https://stevecagan.smugmug.com/El-Salvador.
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Note on the Text

All translations from Spanish into English are mine unless otherwise
stated. I provide the original text and its source in each footnote. In the
case of proper names I provide, where necessary, a translation in brackets
alongside the original.

As a native Spanish speaker I have also consulted the original texts in
Spanish of some key texts translated into English, which have not been
translated by myself. I have indicated in the respective footnote whenever
my interpretation of the original text in Spanish differs from the English
translation.
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