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The Nazi-Soviet War was the largest and most brutal theatre of the

Second World War, fought between two of the most ruthless states

ever to exist. Bringing together twenty-four of the most accomplished

authors in both German and Soviet history, this Cambridge

Companion provides the most authoritative and yet highly

accessible guide to the conflict. Each chapter examines a key aspect

of the war, from war planning, the opposing forces, and the

campaigns, to criminality and occupation, alliances, the home

fronts, and post-war legacies and myth-making. The authors

demonstrate that the Nazi-Soviet War was not only a conventional

clash of arms in which millions of soldiers fought in titanic battles,

but also an unconventional war in which soldiers and security forces

murdered countless non-combatants. It was a war of resources,

industry, mobilisation, administration, and popular support, with

implications that still drive European security debates today.

david stahel is Associate Professor of History at the University of

New SouthWales. He has authored or edited ten previous works about

aspects of the Nazi-Soviet War, including Operation Barbarossa and
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Cambridge Companions to History

Cambridge Companions to History provide accessible and thought-

provoking introductions to key topics, eras, places, and figures, invaluable

to both the student and scholar. Edited by leading academics, each volume

contains specially commissioned essays by a team of expert contributors

from around the world, presenting cutting-edge research and suggesting

new paths of inquiry for the reader. Companions are designed not only to

offer a comprehensive overview of their chosen topic, but also to provoke

debate and discussion. Like the highly successful Cambridge Companions

to Literature and Cambridge Companions to Philosophy series, these

volumes are ideal for use by students and will be of interest also to the

curious general reader.

A full list of recent titles in the series can be found at the following

address: www.cambridge.org/history-companions

www.cambridge.org/9781009656696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-65669-6 — The Cambridge Companion to the Nazi-Soviet War
Edited by David Stahel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Cambridge Companion to the

Nazi-Soviet War

Edited by

DAVID STAHEL

University of New South Wales

www.cambridge.org/9781009656696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-65669-6 — The Cambridge Companion to the Nazi-Soviet War
Edited by David Stahel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009656696

DOI: 10.1017/9781009656733

© David Stahel 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009656733

First published 2026

Cover image: A Soviet propaganda poster from 1944 by K. Avvakumov, which was
originally printed above the slogan ‘Death to German Fascist Invaders!’

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Stahel, David, 1975– editor
Title: The Cambridge companion to the Nazi-Soviet War / edited by David Stahel,
University of New South Wales, Canberra.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University
Press, 2026. | Series: Cambridge companions to history | Collection of essays by Jeff
Rutherford and 23 others. | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2025015687 | ISBN 9781009656696 hardback | ISBN
9781009656726 paperback | ISBN 9781009656733 ebook
Subjects: LCSH: World War, 1939–1945 – Soviet Union | World War, 1939–1945 –
Campaigns – Eastern Front | World War, 1939–1945 – Campaigns – Soviet Union |
Germany – History – 1933–1945 | Soviet Union – History – 1925–1953
Classification: LCC D764 .C34 2026
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025015687

ISBN 978-1-009-65669-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-65672-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°, 28003
Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

www.cambridge.org/9781009656696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-65669-6 — The Cambridge Companion to the Nazi-Soviet War
Edited by David Stahel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page viii

List of Maps xi

List of Contributors xii

Introduction 1

david stahel

Part I Conceptions of War

1 German-Soviet Relations and Military Collaboration

in the Inter-war Period 9

ian ona johnson

2 Political Thinking and Strategic Planning for Hitler’s

Lebensraum in the East 27

ben h. shepherd

3 Stalin’s Political Delusions and Military Preparations

for War with Nazi Germany 45

hiroaki kuromiya

Part II Opposing Forces

4 The Ostheer: Leadership, Command, Motivation,

and Experience 67

david harrisville and jeff rutherford

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009656696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-65669-6 — The Cambridge Companion to the Nazi-Soviet War
Edited by David Stahel
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

5 The Red Army: Leadership and Command 90

alexander hill

6 The Red Army: Motivation and Experience 104

roger r. reese

Part III Campaigns

7 Operation Barbarossa, 1941 119

david stahel

8 Stalingrad and the Eastern Front, 1942 137

adrian e. wettstein

9 The Battle of Kursk, 1943 156

roman töppel
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