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Third Edition

The Cambridge Companion to James Joyce is an indispensable scholarly guide
to one of the world’s most important and inûuential writers. Fifteen chapters,
each written by a leading Joyce scholar, address each of Joyce’s major works,
key contexts, and important themes, resulting in both an accessible introduction
for students and a lively resource for teachers and researchers.
In this much revised and expanded third edition, featuring eleven entirely new

and four revised chapters, the editorial matter (chronology and guide to further
reading) has been written from scratch. The third edition creates more space for
Joyce’s fascination with gender, sex, and bodies, and provides renewed attention
to his engagement with Irish history. Scholarship on ecocriticism, serialization,
editing, and publishing is also represented for the ûrst time. Joyce’s most
inûuential work, Ulysses, has two dedicated chapters covering different aspects
and perspectives, as well as a chapter on its serialization.

ÿÿÿÿ ÿ÷÷ÿ is Professor of English at Durham University and an
internationally recognized authority on the work of James Joyce. He is the
author of James Joyce and the Act of Reception (Cambridge University Press,
÷÷÷ÿ), editor of James Joyce in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge University
Press, ÷÷öö) and Joyce’s Audiences (Rodopi, ÷÷÷÷), and co-editor ofModernism

and Non-Translation (Oxford University Press, ÷÷öþ).

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book.
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NOTE ON THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO JAMES

JOYCE , THIRD EDITION

The ûrst edition of the Cambridge Companion to James Joyce, published in
öþþ÷, was one of the ûrst ever Cambridge Companions. The second edition,
in ÷÷÷÷, kept most of the original eleven essays and added several new and
revised ones. Both were edited by Derek Attridge. This third edition is bigger
again. It contains mostly new essays: eleven are entirely new, and the other
four have all been revised. The third edition extends the work of the second
edition by creating further space for Joyce’s interests in gender, sex, and
sexuality, and for renewed attention to his engagement with Irish history and
writing. It also introduces additional essays on the everyday, the environ-
ment, serialization, and compositional and editorial matters. The traditional
structure of the companion has been retained, with essays on the full range
of Joyce’s writing, within which there is now extra attention on Ulysses.
Editorial matter has been extensively revised and updated.
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CHRONOLOGY OF JOYCE ’S LIFE

öÿÿ÷ James Augustine Joyce, born ÷ February, Rathgar, Dublin.
öÿÿÿ Joyce family moves to Bray, County Dublin. Attends as a

boarder at Clongowes Wood College, run by the Jesuit order.
öÿþö Family ûnancial difûculties leading to protracted series of

house moves over the next decade. Consequently withdrawn
from Clongowes and attends Christian Brothers school.
Writes poem ‘Et tu, Healy!’ (now lost) on the death of
Charles Stewart Parnell, whose political downfall the previous
year was much mourned in the Joyce household.

öÿþö Attends Belvedere College, Jesuit school in central Dublin, as a
scholarship day pupil and goes on to have considerable aca-
demic success there.

öÿþÿ Student at University College Dublin.
öÿþþ Supports W. B. Yeats and the Irish Literary Theatre after

attending riotous opening night of The Countess Cathleen.
Refuses to join a student protest against the play.

öþ÷÷ Joyce’s enthusiasm for Ibsen evident in ‘Ibsen’s New Drama’,
published in the Fortnightly Review (for which Ibsen thanks
him), and in ‘Drama and Life’, paper read to Literary and
Historical Society at UCD. Some poetry and drama from this
period lost.

öþ÷ö Private publication of ‘The Day of the Rabblement’, attacking
populism of the Irish Literary Theatre.

öþ÷÷ Graduates with degree in modern languages and leaves Dublin
for Paris with idea of studying medicine.

öþ÷ö Compiles ‘Epiphanies’ while in Paris. Returns to Dublin on
receiving telegram of mother’s ûnal illness. Mary Jane (‘May’)
Joyce, née Murray, dies öö August. Writes several reviews for
Dublin-based Daily Express between December öþ÷÷ and
November öþ÷ö.

xii
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öþ÷÷ Writes three stories for The Irish Homestead, which will later
form part of Dubliners, and poems that will later form part of
Chamber Music. Essay ‘A Portrait of the Artist’ rejected by
John Eglinton at Dana, revised into autobiographical novel
Stephen Hero.

Short stint as schoolteacher in Dalkey. Resides brieûy in
Martello Tower, Sandycove, amid peripatetic existence.

First date with Nora Barnacle (from an impoverished back-
ground in Galway) most likely on öÿ June. Unmarried, they
leave Ireland together on ÿ October. Works as teacher of
English at a Berlitz school in Pola, part of the Austrian Empire.

öþ÷þ Moves to Trieste, working at Berlitz school. Publisher Grant
Richards (London) rejects Dubliners (‘Two Gallants’, ‘A Little
Cloud’ and ‘The Dead’ not yet written) and Chamber Music.
Son Giorgio born ÷þ July. Brother Stanislaus arrives to live
with James and Nora, and provides ûnancial support over the
next decade.

öþ÷ÿ Brief, unhappy stint as bank clerk in Rome. Conceives but
does not write short story ‘Ulysses’, about a Jewish Dubliner
called Mr Hunter.

öþ÷þ Returns to Trieste to work privately teaching English.
Daughter Lucia born ÷ÿ July. Writes ‘The Dead’. Chamber

Music published in London by Elkin Mathews. Gives series of
three public lectures and begins association with news journal,
Il Piccolo della Serra, for which he will write several articles
between öþ÷þ and öþö÷; these lectures and articles are largely
concerned with Irish history, politics, and literature.

öþ÷þ–öþ÷ÿ Writes three chapters of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young

Man, creating the new novel from the discarded Stephen Hero.
öþ÷þ Two visits to Dublin. Signs contract with Maunsel & Co. to

publishDubliners and returns to open the Volta, Ireland’s ûrst
cinema, on Mary Street, Dublin, with backing from Triestine
acquaintances (withdrawing from the cinema in mid-öþö÷).

öþö÷ Sisters Eva and Eileen go to live with Joyce and Nora
in Trieste.

öþö÷ Joyce’s last trip to Ireland, with Nora’s family in Galway, and
then Dublin. Protracted dispute with Maunsel leading to
printer’s destruction of printed sheets for fear of libel.
In fury, on journey back to Trieste, Joyce writes ‘Gas from a
Burner’ satirizing publishers and hypocrisy of English libel
law. Privately distributed.

÷ÿ÷ÿÿÿÿÿ÷ÿ ÿ÷ ÿÿÿ÷÷ ’÷ ÿÿ÷÷
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öþöö Ezra Pound writes to Joyce to offer his help. Over the next
decade Pound writes many enthusiastic published articles and
private letters championing Joyce as a ‘modern’ writer.

öþö÷ Perhaps the key year in Joyce’s career. In January, the Egoist

(ed. Dora Marsden) begins serialization of A Portrait of the

Artist as a Young Man, instigated by Pound. Joyce re-
approaches Grant Richards, who publishes Dubliners on
öþ June, followed soon after by outbreak of WWI. Home
Rule for Ireland now shelved in British parliament. Joyce and
family face internment in Trieste. Begins work on Ulysses,
which is paused by writing Exiles.

öþöþ Exiles completed. Joyce, Nora, and children granted permis-
sion to leave Trieste and move to neutral Zurich on pledge of
neutrality. Stanislaus detained in Austrian internment camp.
Joyce receives ûnancial support from Royal Literary Fund.

öþöÿ First book publication of A Portrait (New York: Huebsch).
Joyce receives ûnancial gifts from Harriet Shaw Weaver
(Englishwoman, now editor at Egoist) with offer to publish
Portrait. Easter Rising in Dublin: violent suppression of
nationalist rebellion.

öþöþ First of many serious eye operations. Weaver begins long-
term, initially anonymous, ûnancial support. First UK edition
of A Portrait (by the Egoist).

öþöÿ Exiles published. Little Review in United States begins serial-
ization of Ulysses. Irish War of Independence öþöÿ–öþ÷ö.

öþöþ Returns to Trieste post-war. Egoist publishes ûve episodes of
Ulysses.

öþ÷÷ Joyce and family move to Paris, living there (mostly) until
öþ÷÷. Stanislaus remains in Trieste. September issue of Little
Review containing ‘Nausicaa’ is seized by US customs: editors
Jane Heap and Margaret Anderson charged with obscenity,
ending serialization of Ulysses and prospect of book publica-
tion in United States and elsewhere. Joyce makes an outline of
the episodes of Ulysses for Carlo Linati to help him interpret it
(‘the Linati schema’).

öþ÷ö Agreement between Joyce and Sylvia Beach for Shakespeare &
Company (the name of her Paris bookshop) to publish Ulysses

in limited edition of ö,÷÷÷ copies for subscribers. Joyce con-
tinues to revise, adding signiûcantly to proofs. Joyce makes a
different schema of episodes for Valéry Larbaud.

Treaty of Independence takes effect at end of öþ÷ö.

÷ÿ÷ÿÿÿÿÿ÷ÿ ÿ÷ ÿÿÿ÷÷ ’÷ ÿÿ÷÷
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öþ÷÷ Ulysses published by Shakespeare & Company on ÷ February,
Joyce’s fortieth birthday, to generally negative, bemused, and
offended reviews. Later in the year, signiûcant reviews by
Larbaud in France, Edmund Wilson in the United States, and
T. S. Eliot in England. Further printings of Ulysses follow
through the twenties.

Civil War in Ireland ensues on the passing of the treaty. Nora
and children caught in ûghting during short visit to Ireland.

öþ÷ö Joyce’s eye problems especially acute through the mid-twenties
and continue the remainder of his life. In öþ÷ö, has teeth
removed in mistaken belief it will assist ocular health. Series
of operations in mid-twenties; often near-blind and in consid-
erable pain. Able to work with magnifying glass, crayons, and
much assistance.

öþ÷÷ First instalment of ‘Work in Progress’ (which will become
Finnegans Wake) published in Transatlantic Review.
Negative reactions from Pound, Stanislaus, and others;
Weaver cautious but continues ûnancial support.

Joyce turns down Yeats’s formal invitation to visit Ireland.
öþ÷ÿ–öþ÷þ Samuel Roth reproduces unauthorized instalments from

Ulysses in his Two Worlds Monthly (printed and distributed
in the United States). Joyce organises international condemna-
tion of Roth and eventually wins a legal injunction.

öþ÷þ Second verse collection, Pomes Penyeach, published by
Shakespeare & Co. First of many instalments from ‘Work in
Progress’ to appear over the coming years in Parisian avant-
garde literary journal transition.

öþ÷ÿ A section of Joyce’s new work published as Anna Livia

Plurabelle to secure copyright.
öþ÷þ Essays written by Samuel Beckett and transition writers

among others, arranged by Joyce to explain his new work
published as Our Exagmination . . . of ‘Work in Progress’.
Together with Anna Livia Plurabelle, these publications help
to generate some limited critical support for the new work.
French translation, Ulysse.

öþö÷ First book-length analysis of Ulysses appears: James Joyce’s

‘Ulysses’: A Study, by Stuart Gilbert, friend of Joyce. Written with
Joyce’s assistance, the book points out many Homeric parallels.

öþöö While staying in London, Joyce and Nora marry to enable
legal rights for the family to inherit his estate. Father, John
(‘Jack’) Joyce, dies.
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öþö÷ Birth of grandson Stephen Joyce (to Giorgio and Helen), who
will go on to control the Joyce estate through late twentieth
century. Lucia, whose behaviour has caused concern in recent
years, suffers breakdown and is hospitalized.

öþöö Ulysses obscenity trial. Judge Woolsey lifts the ban in The

United States v. One Book Named ‘Ulysses’. Random House
publishes ûrst US edition.

öþö÷ James Joyce and the Making of ‘Ulysses’ by Frank Budgen
(another friend) makes use of Joyce’s revisions.

öþöÿ First UK edition of Ulysses published by Bodley Head.
öþöþ Finnegans Wake published. The ûrst biography, by Herbert

Gorman, published. WWII begins.
öþ÷÷ France falls to the Nazis in May–June. After a struggle, Joyce

gains permission to leave Paris. He and Nora move to Zurich.
Lucia remains in a French sanitarium.

öþ÷ö The ûrst book to deal with all Joyce’s major works – James

Joyce: A Critical Introduction by Harry Levin – appears in
series ‘Makers of Modern Literature’.

Joyce dies, aged þÿ, on öö January following complications
arising from an operation for a perforated duodenal ulcer.
He is buried in Fluntern Cemetery, Zurich.

Paul Léon donates Joyce papers to the National Library of
Ireland, under ûfty-year seal; thus beginning one of the world’s
most signiûcant Joyce collections.

öþþ÷ Collection of Joyce papers begins at University of Buffalo; will
include many papers from Sylvia Beach.

öþþö Collection of Joyce papers begins at Yale University.
öþþö Nora Barnacle Joyce dies in Zurich, buried in Fluntern

Cemetery.
öþþþ Collection of Joyce papers begins at Cornell University, ini-

tially from widow of Stanislaus.
öþþþ Richard Ellmann’s biography published.
öþÿö Death of Harriet Shaw Weaver; donation of Joyce papers to

British Library under ten-year seal.
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