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Abstract: Is Kierkegaard a phenomenologist? Much depends on what
we take “phenomenology” to mean, since the word has been stretched
in all possible directions since Edmund Husserl wrote his major works.
What have phenomenologists made of his writings? This question is
easier to answer: He has been a constant reference point for many of
them, although there is little agreement about his significance. This

Element argues that he is a phenomenologist in the context of
discovery, not justification. One finds attention to attunements in

Kierkegaard, and one also finds modes of bracketing and reduction.
Even so, his styles of thinking phenomenologically differ from those of
most writers in this philosophical school. His phenomenology takes
a theological path, one that leads from “world” to “kingdom,” and one

that often turns on what he calls “the moment.”

Keywords: phenomenology, Kierkegaard, theology, European philosophy,
acoustics

© Kevin Hart 2025

ISBNs: 9781009608947 (HB), 9781009608909 (PB), 9781009608916 (OC)
ISSNs: 3033-4977 (online), 3033-4969 (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781009608947
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-60894-7 — Kierkegaard and Phenomenology
Kevin Hart
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

Introduction 1

1 Phenomenologies 1

2 Kierkegaard among the Phenomenologists 19

3 Phenomenology of the Spiritual Life 36

4 Phenomenology of the Kingdom 51

Afterword 62

Abbreviations 63

www.cambridge.org/9781009608947
www.cambridge.org

