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Advance Praise

Using the Dholera ‘Smart City’ as a microcosm, Rakib Akhtar’s superb book
provides an up-close look at the confluence of neoliberalism and Hindu
nationalism in contemporary India. This book is a must-read for students
of politics and development in India, and all those interested in the political
economy of ethnonationalist regimes.

Michael Levein, Johns Hopkins University

Rooted in Dholera this book sharply brings out the intimate self-sustaining
relationship between Hindutva and neoliberalism. By showing us how
the ‘actually existing state’ functions, we come to understand afresh, as an
interlocutor from Dholera notes, the illusory power of development. An
important new addition to the literature on the state and urbanisation in India.

Nayanika Mathur, University of Oxford

India is a key reference point for scholars seeking to understand the frictions
and contrasts between Global North and Global South state, industry and civil
society practices. Akhtar’s book represents a major contribution, identifying
contradictions in the enactment of smart city policy as a key manifestation of
Hindu nationalist neoliberal development strategies in India.

Nicholas Phelps, The University of Melbourne

Smart city projects present alluring images of technological futures that
overcome the resource limitations of our current ways of living. This book
focuses on this form of development as it has played out in India, taking a
pragmatic view on both promise and the politics of smart cities. The research
and analysis show how contemporary capitalism and religious nationalism have
been drawn together to create unique forms of urban promise: a record of a
historic moment and a compelling analysis of how infrastructure can be used
to shape the realm of the political.

Edward Simpson, Lancaster University
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Neoliberalism and Hindutva in the
Making of an Indian Smart City

This book studies the intersection of neoliberalism and right-wing Hindu
nationalism through smart city projects which are often advertised as solutions
for sustainable development. Globally, the rise of right-wing nationalism has
progressively shaped urbanization projects, also furthering political agendas.
The book demonstrates how state institutions both are influenced by and
contribute to the intricate linkages between these two ideologies at various
levels of government. It shows how neoliberalism and Hindutva support each
other, strengthening both ideologies within the state and society.

The book highlights the disagreements between the ideologies” foundational
principles and their practical applications, showcasing the strategic manoeuvres
that help these ideologies gain traction within political and governmental
institutions. By investigating these dynamics, the book offers understandings
into the intricacies of modern governance shaped by neoliberalism and
nationalism.

Rakib Akhtar is Lecturer in Urban Planning at the University of Birmingham.
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