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Making Antifascist War

This is a study of the 35,000 antifascists who joined the International
Brigades in order to defend the Second Spanish Republic and of their
encounters with civil-war Spain. Dr Adrian Pole offers the first in-depth
history of the rich array of cross-cultural encounters which emerged between
the multinational soldiers of all five International Brigades and the people,
places, politics and culture of the country which accommodated them for
almost three years of civil war. He sets out to recover the place of these
encounters within the making, imagining and running of a transnational
fighting force, showing how they influenced the volunteers’ experiences and
emotions, underlined their ideas and identities, informed their motivations
and actions, and ultimately underpinned their ability to imagine, wage and
justify the war. In doing so, he demonstrates how they enabled thousands of
transnational actors to define a deeply contentious conflict in their own very
particular terms.

Adrian Pole has a PhD from the University of Edinburgh and is a historian
of Spain researching its modern history in a transnational context.
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In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the
exploration of two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural
history of armed conflict, and the impact of military events on social and
cultural history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the
fruits of this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonization of
military history by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of
military historians in social and cultural history, to the benefit of both.
The series offers the latest scholarship in European and non-European
events from the 1850s to the present day.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare
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