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Itinerant Belonging

Along the coast of Gujarat, nineteenth-century merchant houses or havelis

still stand in historic cities, connecting ports from Durban to Rangoon. In

this ambitious and multifaceted work, Ketaki Pant uses these old spaces as

a lens through which to view not only the vibrant stories of their occupants,

but also the complex entanglements of Indian Ocean capitalism. These

homes reveal new perspectives from colonized communities who were

also major merchants, signifying ideas of family, race, gender, and religion,

as well as representing ties to land. Employing concepts from feminist

studies, colonial studies, and history, Pant argues that havelis provide

a model for understanding colonial capitalism in the Indian Ocean as

a spatial project. This is a rich exploration of both belonging and unbelong-

ing and the ways they continue to shape individual and social identities

today.

Ketaki Pant is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Southern

California.
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NOTE ON TRANSLATION, TRANSLITERATION,

AND PLACE NAMES

Unless otherwise noted, all translations are my own. My transliteration

of Gujarati, Hindi, and Urdu words follows the Library of Congress

standard schemes of Romanized transliteration (2011 and 2013). I have

used these as guides and made slight changes for readability, including

omitting diacritical marks. The place names that appear in this book

reflect the complexity and changing nature of nomenclature and borders

in Gujarat, South Asia, and the Indian Ocean region. For names of

historical ports in Gujarat, I have opted to emphasize local Gujarati

place names rather than British colonial renderings (Khambhat vs.

Cambay) except for Bombay, which I have retained for clarity instead

of Mumbai.
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NOTE ON SOURCES

I use both pseudonyms and real names for individuals in the book that

follows. Following anthropological conventions, I use pseudonyms to

protect privacy.Where I am referring to published or archival materials,

I use real names.
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