Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-60151-1 — Ovid and Plato
Peter Kelly

Table of Contents

More Information

Contents

List of Figures
Preface and Acknowledgements

1 Introduction
Splinters of Daphne and the Open Work
Ovid and Philosophy
Outline

2 Chaos and Creation
Chaos Theory and the Alphabet
The Proem of the Metamorphoses and the Swerve
The Language of Flux
The Origins of Chaos
Intertextuality and the Primordial Universe of the Metamorphoses
Ovid’s Demiurge and Plato’s Timaeus
World-Making and Mimesis in the Metamorphoses and Timaeus

3 Turbulent Worlds: Phaethon and the Flood
Philostratus Painting Phaethon in a Scientific Light
Regeneration after the Flood
Spontaneous Generation in Lucretius and Empedocles

Phaethon and Cycles of Conflagration
Phaethon’s Quest for Self-Knowledge

4 Janus and the Many Worlds
Many Possible Worlds
Janus Transforming from Chaos in the Fasti
Calendrical and Cosmic Time
Reversing Revolutions: The Myth of Cronus in the Po/iticus
Janus and Plato’s Forgetful Demiurge

5 Archimedes and the Model Universe

Archimedes Daring to Copy the Cosmos
The Armillary Sphere in Fasti 6

vii

page ix

X1

N -

14
14
18
23
26
29
34
39

43
43
45
48

SI
57

61
61
64
66
68

71

74
74
76

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009601511
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-60151-1 — Ovid and Plato
Peter Kelly

Table of Contents

More Information

viii Contents

Hidden Teleology in the Phaedo
The Temple of Vesta and Multiple Models of the Cosmos

6 Pythagoras: The Early Lives
Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism in Rome
Meno and the Myth of Transmigration
Cicero on Divination and the Meno
Recollection and Transmigration in the Metamorphoses
Transmigration and Metamorphosis in the 7imaeus
Metaphors in Flux and Metempsychosis in the Speech of Pythagoras

7 The Philosophy of Desire
The Philosophical Roots of the Art of Love
On the Dangers of Belief: Procris and Cephalus
The Metamorphosis of the Cicadas in the Phaedrus
Sleeping in with Tithonus in the Amores
Narcissus and Plato’s Phaedrus
Hermaphroditus and the Speech of Aristophanes
Returning to Propertius and the Philosophical Cure for Love

8 The Exile of Philosophy
The Cosmic Banishment of the Soul to Tomis
Philosophy and the State of Exile
Enduring More Than Socrates in the 77istia
Ibis, Socrates, and the Dangers of Reading and Writing
Failing to Burn after Reading: Ovid and Plato’s Letters

9 The Afterlife of Ovid and Plato

Ovid Reborn as a Platonist in the Eleventh Century

Bibliography
Index of Passages Discussed
General Index

82
87

92
92
95
97
98

100

105

114
114
120
123
127
130
134
139

141
141
143
145
147
153

158
158

163
188
192

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009601511
www.cambridge.org

