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ON DISCOVERY

How is new knowledge produced in the social, natural, and biomed-
ical sciences? What is the role of serendipity versus planning? How
has technology changed knowledge production, from Al to large
datasets? This book presents insights into the pursuit of new know-
ledge from fields as diverse as medicine, engineering, linguistics, and
theology. Over 20 researchers and scientists describe the modalities of
discovery in their disciplines, offering a diverse survey of the social
norms and politics of knowledge. Written in nontechnical language,
this collection is designed to make research practices from widely
different domains comprehensible to each other. A generative syn-
thesis in the final chapter offers new insights into how discovery
happens and its consequences for science and society. On Discovery
will be essential reading for anyone interested in the social, historical,
and philosophical dimensions of knowledge production.

JONATHAN JANSEN is a Distinguished Professor of Education at
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, and the past president of the
Academy of Science of South Africa. He is a curriculum theorist with
work on the politics of knowledge in schools and universities.
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Editor’s Note on the Text

The word “Colored” is used with great reservation. It is a political
classification that gained legal status and social import as an everyday
separator between whites and Africans. The consequences have been
devastating for relationships across these stigmatizing categories. That said,
I recognize that “race is an enduring fiction that draws real blood” and that
to ignore its operations in society without further commentary is to sustain
its value for those invested in difference.

Words of Robin Kelley reflecting on the book of Jeff Chang, We Gon’
Be Alright: Notes on Race and Segregation (Picador, 2016).
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