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FREEDOM AND PERFECTION

Leibniz, this study argues, is the genuine initiator of German
Idealism. His analysis of freedom as spontaneity and the relations
he establishes among freedom, justice, and progress underlie Kant’s
ideas of rightful interaction and his critiques of Enlightened absolut-
ism. Freedom and Perfection offers a historical examination of perfec-
tionism, its political implications and transformations in German
thought between  and . Douglas Moggach demonstrates
how Kant’s followers elaborated a new ethical-political approach,
‘post-Kantian perfectionism’, which, in the context of the French
Revolution, promoted the conditions for free activity rather than
state-directed happiness. Hegel, the Hegelian School, and Marx
developed this approach further with reference to the historical
process as the history of freedom. Highlighting the decisive import-
ance of Leibniz for subsequent theorists of the state, society, and
economy, Freedom and Perfection offers a new interpretation of
important schools of modern thought and a vantage point for con-
temporary political debates.

  is Distinguished University Professor in
Political Studies and Philosophy at the University of Ottawa, and
Honorary Professor, School of Humanities at the University of
Sydney. His publications, in nine languages, include Philosophy and
Politics of Bruno Bauer (Cambridge, ); The New Hegelians
(Cambridge, ); Politics, Religion, and Art (Northwestern,
); and (as co-editor), The  Revolutions and European
Political Thought (Cambridge, ).
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by DAVID ARMITAGE, RICHARD BOURKE, ADOM GETACHEW
and JENNIFER PITTS

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts.
By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the
various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext
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