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Beyond Words

What is language, really? Where did it come from, and how did we fig-
ure it out? How do babies go from babbling to speaking full sentences?
Why can some people juggle multiple languages, while others wrestle with
one? How does language work, and what happens when it doesn’t? With
sharp insight and a sense of humor, Stollznow dives into the strange and
endlessly fascinating world of language and the mind. From animal com-
munication to Al, wild children to word slips, and first words to last, this
book takes you deep into the science of psycholinguistics, where nothing
is ever simple, and everything speaks volumes. Packed with pop culture,
real-life cases, and eye-opening experiments, Beyond Words reveals how
we learn, use, and lose language, and what it all says about being human.
If you've ever fumbled for a word or feared forgetting your own name, this
thoughtful, surprising book is for you.

Dr. Karen Stollznow is a linguist, researcher, and podcaster. She’s the
author of Bitch: The Journey of a Word; On the Offensive: Prejudice in
Language Past and Present; Missed Conceptions: How We Make Sense of
Infertility; and Language Myths, Mysteries, and Magic. Karen is a Host of
Monster Talk and a Visiting Scholar at the University of Colorado Boulder.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009587396
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-58739-6 — Beyond Words: How We Learn, Use, and Lose Language
Karen Stollznow

Frontmatter

More Information

Beyond Words

How We Learn, Use, and Lose Language

Karen Stollznow

University of Colorado Boulder

3 CAMBRIDGE

 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009587396
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-58739-6 — Beyond Words: How We Learn, Use, and Lose Language
Karen Stollznow

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

%) UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi - 110025, India

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009587396
DOI: 10.1017/9781009587389

© Karen Stollznow 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009587389
First published 2026
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Stollznow, Karen author
Title: Beyond words : how we learn, use, and lose language / Karen
Stollznow, University of Colorado Boulder.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge
University Press, 2026. | Includes bibliographical references.
Identifiers: LCCN 2025042062 (print) | LCCN 2025042063 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781009587396 hardback | ISBN 9781009587389 ebook
Subjects: LCSH: Language and languages | Psycholinguistics
Classification: LCC P112 .576 2026 (print) | LCC P112 (ebook)
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025042062
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025042063

ISBN 978-1-009-58739-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-58743-3 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal,
56, 1°, 28003 Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009587396
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-58739-6 — Beyond Words: How We Learn, Use, and Lose Language
Karen Stollznow

Frontmatter

More Information

For my son, Blade, who has taught me more about language
than any book ever could, and for my parents, who gave me
language and showed me what it means to lose it.
With all my love, this is for you.
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