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Wittgenstein once said that his aim was to make philosophical
problems “completely disappear,” a remark that has baffled philo-
sophers ever since. In this book, Sorin Bangu reconstructs and
defends Wittgenstein’s radical idea, and applies it to the traditional
problems in philosophy of mathematics, setting out and explaining
the subtleties of what is considered the most difficult area of
Wittgenstein’s views. He also considers how, according to the later
Wittgenstein, we should think of the relation between philosophy
and mathematics, articulating Wittgenstein’s ‘normativist’ dissol-
ution strategy and explaining his ‘therapeutic’ vision of the relation
between the two disciplines. His book shows how these controversial
views sit within the context of current debates in the philosophy of
mathematics, and mounts a detailed and convincing defense of the
eliminative claim that philosophy of mathematics after Wittgenstein
is devoid of its traditional problems.
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The true path is along a rope,
not a rope suspended way up in the air, but rather only just over the ground.
It seems more like a tripwire than a tightrope.
Franz Kafka, The Zürau Aphorisms
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