Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-57165-4 — Subsidiarity
Andreas Follesdal

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements ™

Elements in Philosophy of Law
edited by

George Pavlakos
University of Glasgow

Gerald J. Postema
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Kenneth M. Ehrenberg

University of Surrey

Associate Editor

Sally Zhu
University of Sheffield

SUBSIDIARITY

Andreas Follesdal
University of Oslo

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009571654
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-57165-4 — Subsidiarity
Andreas Follesdal

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

&Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit
of education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009571654

DOI: 10.1017/9781108993685
© Andreas Follesdal 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative
Commons version the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part
may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press &
Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781108993685
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits re-use,
distribution and reproduction inany medium for non-commercial purposes
providing appropriate credit to the originalwork is given and any changes made
are indicated. To view a copy of this license visit https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781108993685
First published 2025
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-009-57165-4 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-99523-8 Paperback
ISSN 2631-5815 (online)

ISSN 2631-5807 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009571654
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-57165-4 — Subsidiarity
Andreas Follesdal

Frontmatter

More Information

Subsidiarity
Elements in Philosophy of Law

DOI: 10.1017/9781108993685
First published online: February 2025

Andreas Follesdal
University of Oslo

Author for correspondence: Andreas Follesdal, andreas@follesdal.net

Abstract: ‘Subsidiarity’ is vague and contested, yet popular in
scholarship about international law due to its role in the European
Union (EU). Which conceptions of subsidiarity are more justifiable, and
how might they contribute to international law? A principle of
subsidiarity concerns how to establish, allocate, or use authority within
a social or legal order, stating a rebuttable presumption for the local.
Various historical patterns, practices, principles, and justifications offer
different recommendations. Seven normative theories vary in how
immunity-protecting or person-promoting they are. The latter appear
more justifiable and withstand criticism often raised against
subsidiarity. Some conceptions of person-promoting subsidiarity serve
as a structuring principle for international law and fulfil several criteria
of a general principle of law. It can harmonize domestic and
international law but is not sufficient to reduce fragmentation among
sectors with different objectives. This title is also available as Open
Access on Cambridge Core.
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