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Pain into Purpose is a groundbreaking exploration of Argentina’s
Movimiento Negro (Black resistance movement). Employing a multiyear
ethnography of Black political organizing, Prisca Gayles delves deep into
the challenges activists face in confronting the erasure and denial of
Argentina’s Black past and present. She examines how collective
emotions operate at both societal and interpersonal levels in social
movements, arguing that activists strategically leverage societal and
racialized emotions to garner support. Paying particular attention to the
women activists who play a crucial role in leading and sustaining
Argentina’s Black organizations, the book showcases the ways Black
women exercise transnational Black feminist politics to transform pain
into purpose.

Prisca Gayles is Assistant Professor of Gender, Race, and Identity and
Sociology at the University of Nevada, Reno. This is her first book.
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Series editors
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This series reflects the coming of age of the new, multidisciplinary field of Afro-
Latin American Studies, which centers on the histories, cultures, and experiences
of people of African descent in Latin America. The series aims to showcase
scholarship produced by different disciplines, including history, political science,
sociology, ethnomusicology, anthropology, religious studies, art, law, and
cultural studies. It covers the full temporal span of the African Diaspora in Latin
America, from the early colonial period to the present and includes continental
Latin America, the Caribbean, and other key areas in the region where Africans
and their descendants have made a significant impact.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/afro-latin-america
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