
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-56786-2 — Spinning the World
Andrew Johnstone
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Spinning the World

Spinning the World is the first book to examine the public relations 
(PR) industry’s hidden hand of influence on American foreign relations. 
By working with groups of American citizens, domestic and overseas 
businesses, and US and foreign governments, PR firms influenced 
foreign policy debates and shaped how Americans thought about their 
place in the world in the twentieth century. Since World War I, the 
relationship between the PR industry and American foreign relations 
has been complex and controversial. The century saw recurring debates 
and investigations into PR’s role in creating propaganda, as fears grew 
that PR might be used to undermine American democracy. Convincing 
the American people to buy products as consumers was one thing. 
Persuading them to think differently about the nation’s place in the 
world as citizens was something else altogether. In this book, Andrew 
Johnstone shows how business interests helped shape the broader 
national interest, for better or worse.

Andrew Johnstone is an associate professor of history at the University 
of Leicester. He is the author and editor of five books, including Against 
Immediate Evil and US Presidential Elections and Foreign Policy (with 
Andrew Priest).
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This series showcases cutting-edge scholarship in US foreign relations that employs 
dynamic new methodological approaches and archives from the colonial era to 
the present. The series will be guided by the ethos of transnationalism, focusing on  
the history of American foreign relations in a global context rather than privileging the 
US as the dominant actor on the world stage.
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In October 1949, public relations (PR) pioneer Arthur Page wrote that 
“history is written backward. The historians go on the basis of showing 
how the past leads up to their present. So if they dislike capital, history 
will provide the reasons. If they dislike a strong, central government 
they write about Thomas Jefferson. If they like a strong government they 
write a new life of Hamilton. Jefferson and Hamilton chase each other 
across our literature every fifteen or twenty years.”1 Page may have been 
right about Hamilton, but not about the origins of this book. While I 
can forgive the casual reader for assuming this book was inspired by 
concerns about disinformation or some other contemporary incident, it 
actually evolved more directly out of my last book on the debate over 
US entry into World War II. My study of citizens’ groups that sought a 
more active global role for the United States in 1938–1941 revealed that 
all of them used PR firms in some form. This got me wondering whether 
PR firms engaged in other foreign relations related activity (the short 
answer: yes). That led first to an article in 2019 and ultimately to this 
much broader book.

My thanks also go everyone at Cambridge University Press (CUP) 
who helped turn this manuscript into a book. I am especially grateful 
to Cecelia Cancellaro for enthusiastically supporting the project from 
our first conversation in New Orleans in 2022. Thanks also to the two 
anonymous reviewers whose comments proved extremely useful in 
improving the final version of the book. Thanks also to the Journal of 

1 Arthur Page to Frank Reagan, October 25, 1949, Folder Correspondence 1949 September–
October, Box 22, Arthur Page Papers.

Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781009567862
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-56786-2 — Spinning the World
Andrew Johnstone
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

viii Acknowledgments

American Studies (published by CUP) for publishing the original version 
of Chapter 4 as an article.

I need to thank the University of Leicester for supporting this project in 
a number of ways. First, the Research Development Funds of the School 
of History, Politics and International Relations, and the College of Social 
Sciences, Arts and Humanities made it possible to undertake extensive 
research trips to the United States in the summers of 2019 and 2022. 
The University also granted me study leave in semester 2 of 2019–2020 
(which enabled a brief research trip to Boston just before the pandemic 
brought the world to a halt) and in semester 1 of 2022–2023 (which 
enabled me to write the vast majority of this book). I am also extremely 
grateful to Princeton University for a Research Grant that helped fund a 
week in their Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library. Unsurprisingly, their 
Ivy Ledbetter Lee Fund was especially useful in enabling me to examine 
the papers of Ivy Lee.

I want to thank a number of colleagues at the University of Leicester 
for their advice and friendship, including James Campbell, Martin 
Halliwell, Zoe Knox, George Lewis, Roey Sweet, and Jo Story. I must 
also thank a number of colleagues from further afield who have pro-
vided support of various kinds including words of encouragement, spe-
cific suggestions, and references for funding applications. These include 
Brooke Blower, Steven Casey, David Ekbladh, Justin Hart, Scott Lucas, 
Alex Marino, Christopher McKnight Nichols, Andrew Preston, Andrew 
Priest, Kelly Shannon, and Carl Watts. Special thanks to Heather Dichter 
for a close reading of the Introduction – the passive voice was subse-
quently removed. Extra special thanks go to Emily Rosenberg, who was 
incredibly generous in sharing her ideas on the subject. More than any-
thing, she made me realize that I might not be the only person interested 
in this topic and that that was actually a very good thing.

My thoughts about this book were sharpened considerably at a con-
ference at the University of Sheffield in September 2022 on Violence 
and the American Century. Everyone should be lucky enough to have to 
explain their book project to a group of peers just before they begin the 
writing process. My thanks for a variety of useful comments and sug-
gestions go to organizers Simon Toner and Shaul Mitelpunkt and fellow 
attendees Molly Avery, Oliver Charbonneau, David Fitzgerald, Molly 
Geidel, Miguel Hernandez, Ruth Lawlor, Althea Legal-Miller, Kaeten 
Mistry, Ilaria Scaglia, Bevan Sewell, and Nick Witham.

I also thank the various people I spoke to at the International History 
of Public Relations Conference in Bournemouth in July 2024. I had been 

www.cambridge.org/9781009567862
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-56786-2 — Spinning the World
Andrew Johnstone
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Acknowledgments ix

aware of this (extremely friendly) conference for a number of years but, 
for a variety of reasons, had been unable to attend it until the very end 
of this project. For someone who initially came to this project from the 
foreign relations side, it was fascinating to hear from some of the many 
scholars in Communications departments and Business Schools who spe-
cialize in PR.

I also want to thank my friends outside academia who have had noth-
ing to do with the book and yet continue to ask how the “difficult third 
album” is going, who the hero is, and whether there is any sex in it. 
Special thanks here go to Mat, Jams, Stinger, Andy, and Phil. It’s the 
nasturtiums. Thanks also go to my distant cousins – Ruth, and Bev and 
Dan – who made research trips to the east coast all the more enjoyable. 
I must also thank the many members of the mighty Aylestone Athletic 
RFC, without question the finest rugby club in the world. A special men-
tion here goes to Jimmy Spence, who will truly appreciate the irony of 
seeing his name in a nonfiction book.

Finally, my love and gratitude go to my parents Bob and June, for 
their endless support and encouragement. Thanks also to Choc, even 
though he can’t read because he’s a cat, for all the furry snuggles. And my 
thanks and love to Zoe, for all her love and support, and for reminding 
me there’s so much more to life than work.

www.cambridge.org/9781009567862
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-56786-2 — Spinning the World
Andrew Johnstone
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xi

AAUN American Association for the United Nations
ACC American Chilean Council
ACNPJA American Committee for Non-Participation in Japanese 

Aggression
AEF American Expeditionary Force
AFC America First Committee
AFV American Friends of Vietnam
ARC American Red Cross
ARCI Aide Refugee Chinese Intellectuals
CCNA Chilean Council of North America
CDAAA Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies
CIA Central Intelligence Agency
CMP Committee for the Marshall Plan
CPI Committee on Public Information
FARA Foreign Agents Registration Act
FFF Fight For Freedom
NCAOIP National Committee for an Adequate Overseas U.S. 

Information Program
NCFE National Committee for Free Europe
NPC Non-Partisan Committee for Peace through Revision of 

the Neutrality Act
PR public relations
PRSA Public Relations Society of America
UFCO United Fruit Company
USIA United States Information Agency

Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781009567862
www.cambridge.org

