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Abstract: Taiwanese, formerly the lingua franca of Taiwan and
currently the second largest language on the island, is genealogically
related toMin from the Sino-Tibetan family. Throughout history, it has
been influenced by many languages, but only Mandarin has exerted
heavy influences on its phonological system. This Element provides an
overview of the sound inventory in mainstream Taiwanese and details
its major dialectal differences. In addition, the Element introduces
speech materials that could be used for studying the phonetics of
Taiwanese, including datasets from both read and spontaneous
speech. Based on the data, this Element provides an analysis of

Taiwanese phonetics, covering phenomena in consonants, vowels,
tones, syllables, and prosody. Some of the results are in line with

previous studies, while others imply potential new directions in which
the language might be analyzed and might evolve. The Element ends

with suggestions for future research lines for the phonetics
of the language.

Keywords: Taiwanese phonetics, Taiwanese tone sandhi circle, Taiwanese
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neutralization
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