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Abstract: This Element surveys how a number of major
disciplines – psychology, neuroscience, sociology, anthropology,
philosophy, history, linguistics, and literary/cultural studies – have
addressed the long-standing research question of whether human
emotions should be thought of as meaningfully “universal.” The

Element presents both the universalist and anti-universalist
positions, and concludes by considering attempts to move beyond

this increasingly unhelpful binary.

Keywords: emotion, universality, constructed emotion theory, basic emotion
theory, biocultural approaches

© Bradley J. Irish 2025

ISBNs: 9781009565714 (HB) 9781009442510 (PB), 9781009442534 (OC)

ISSNs: 2515-3986 (online), 2515-3943 (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781009565714
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-56571-4 — The Universality of Emotion
Perspectives from the Sciences and Humanities
Bradley J. Irish
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

Introduction 1

1 The Universalist Case 2

2 The Anti-universalist Case 19

3 Hybrid Models and Compromise Positions: Pathways
for the Future 34

References 57

www.cambridge.org/9781009565714
www.cambridge.org

